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Dream Home, & Reality!
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Kiddy Treat
Introduction - Mayura Nayak
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Changing with Times!

Salutations to the heart and soul of Prabhu
Tarun, our ex- editor Mr. Suhas Kothare who
has been the person behind the repute and the
literary value and recognition earned by Prabhu
Tarun and also to our next ex-editor, Mr. Vihang
Nayak who transformed the look of Prabhu
Tarun in the past decade, by bringing out
several changes in the working and execution
of Prabhu Tarun by promoting the youngsters
who had taken a back seat despite of the
formation of Yuva Manch by Mr Suhas Kothare
way back in 1995.

The Prabhu ‘Taruns’ have brought the year
2009 with a bang, along with a group of
enthusiastic youngsters from the community
who have been willingly playing a pivotal role in
facilitating with the revamping of Prabhu
Tarun’s Yuva Manch which has brought forth
many interested youngsters sharing the similar
goals of our team which we, the co-editors
have time and again brought forth in our
articles written in our mouth piece - Prabhu
Tarun.

As we made a head start with Pratyush — A
new rising in June this year we have continued
with our ventures by introducing the social
cause of ‘Eye Donation’ which has been
adopted by Prabhu Tarun Yuva Manch naming

-Sanjana Kothare

our project ‘Drishti’. Eye Donation camps shall
be organized under the Prabhu Tarun Yuva
Manch banner inorder to create the much
required social awareness of Eye donation.
Our co-editor, Vaijayanti Kirtikar has given the
coverage behind the adoption of this project by
Prabhu Tarun in her article published the
September issue. Prabhu Tarun Yuva Manch
takes pride in being the first Parbhi
organization which has taken up a social cause
not only for our community members but for the
society at large.

Now having done with one of our social
awareness camp, the team got set for the next
venture of working on the Diwali issue of
Prabhu Tarun which is of prime importance,
being the single magazine published in the
entire year besides the regular newsletter
which is published every month. The team
geared up for some brain storming sessions for
giving the magazine a youthful look at the same
time preserving its culture, authenticity and
dignity.

The team of Prabhu Tarun Co-editors, the
trustees Mr. Gunjarav Nayak and Mr. Deepak
Kothare along with the much appreciated
assistance of a few Yuva Manch members like
Kashmira Ajinkya, Sushmita Kothare, Janhavi
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Kirtikar and Mithil Navalkar has helped us in
bringing out this Diwali issue in a unique
format. The team got done away with the
typical look of Prabhu Tarun, once again giving
it a conceptualized look with the brainwave of
Mr. Shrinal Kothare of Think Creative Pvt. Ltd.
who has taken umpteen efforts to put up this
issue by working throughout the nights. Mr.
Shrinal Kothare has been our visualizer in
projecting what the team had in mind thereby
giving our Diwali issue this conceptualized
cover page besides formatting the new
sections which have been introduced by us.
We extend our appreciation for the valuable
time Mr. Kothare has spent for us and also for
the use of his office space which had been
converted into a second home for us to work on
this issue throughout the night.

The founder members of Prabhu Tarun
have been instrumental in preserving our
Indian culture and values however having their
own drawbacks by not willing to accept the
social changes. However the change in Prabhu
Tarun’s approach and the acceptance of the
social changes in the society to a more modern
and non-conservative way of thinking was
brought by the then editor of Prabhu Tarun Mr.
Suhas Kothare. It was rightfully pointed out by
Mr. Veerpal Rane at Prabhu Tarun’s birthday
celebration on 23" August 2009 that Mr. Suhas
Kothare had always been instrumental in
accepting and welcoming the youth and had
always welcomed the change by having a
broader perspective and modern approach
towards life. Mr. Veerpal Rane also mentioned
that it was Mr. Suhas Kothare who was
instrumental in socially accepting intercaste
marriages in our community which were
boycotted and given the intercaste marriage
couples a recognition and acceptance in the
community. The tradition of changing with the
times has been carried forward by the present
team of Prabhu Tarun trustees and editors as
accepting changes and adapting oneself to
those changes is the key to success and being
in pace with the changing times.

The cover page depicts the launch of our
Prabhu Tarun Web site which had been

launched on 6™ June 2009 to reach across to a
larger readership. It also shows that Prabhu
Tarun has always been open to welcoming and
accepting the changes brought forth by the
Gen next and is willing to adapt itself to the
current needs, demands and requirements of
this generation. Through our cover page we
show the globalization and the mode of
communication which has been accepted
world wide, the internet being the easiest and
the most preferred mode of communication
and information. Prabhu Tarun has now gone
global with an attempt to reach out to more and
more Pathare Prabhus across the globe and
get them connected to each other through this
mode of communication by launching our web
site — prabhutarun.com. With a nominal life
time membership charges the newsletter as
well as the yearly magazine is available for
online access. We take this opportunity to
inform you all that the web site will not only bear
the Prabhu Tarun newsletter and the Diwali
issue but we have many more attractions in
store for you on the Web site which will also
make hiring the web space lucrative for
entrepreneurs who would like to advertise on
our web site. The attractions which will be
launched very soon will make the web site
more interesting to browse for all age groups
once again making it a universally accepted
site catering to the young and old, men and
women equally.

The most crucial part was that the Diwali
issue also needed to change with the times and
evolve with the change, keeping in mind the
preferences of the current and prospective
readers. We have tried to give the magazine a U/
A certificate by making it an interesting reading
material for all age groups. Prabhu Tarun is
striving to make its contents appeal to all genres
of people. As we have always maintained,
Prabhu Tarun is ‘of’ the people, ‘for’ the people
and ‘by’ the people and we stand by our claim as
we have invited articles from all age groups with
the sole purpose ofinvolving allage groupsinthe
making of the Magazine to gain universal
acceptance. We have contributions in terms of
write ups of a 6 year old to a 60 year old
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showcasinginthis current Diwali edition.

Our sole purpose was to involve as many
people possible which we have achieved by
giving exclusive space for all our writers by
classifyingtheissue into sections for each group
ofreaders. We have given abriefintroduction for
everysectionhighlighting the subjectand stating
the reason behind this venture. The issue
comprises of articles from our writers who have
been giving their valuable contribution in the
form of articles for our newsletter as well as for
the yearly magazine. To maintain the literary
standard of the magazine, a common topic was
given to these writers, ‘My first time’ which has
been tackled differently by all, giving the
magazine a variety of articles written on a
common subject. It gives us an insight to the
different perception of differentpeople which has
beenderived fromacommon subject.

Besides the articles, we have also
introduced a Kids zone named ‘Kiddies Treat’
especially designed for the kids who would find
it interesting to pick up the magazine and go
through their articles and that of their peers and
have an enjoyable reading. The kids havinga 1
on 1 with God has specially been published in
their own hand writing so as to give it a more
personalized look along with a brief of their
personal favourite things in the form of a scrap
book. The Teen Zone has been introduced to
enable the youth to express their views and
opinions about their favourite topic, ‘Dating’ and
involve them in reading about the topic which is
of utmost importance and interest to their age
group.

Another section of prime importance for
married couples covering all age groups is the
Kande Pohe section which provides a light
entertaining reading about the typical first
meeting taking place between the couples
going in for an arranged marriage. The
coverage of beautiful houses concludes the
introduction of new sections in this Diwali Issue
showing us the preservation of culture at the
same time keeping the houses ultra modern
having a perfect blend of culture and a modern
outlook, not to mention the talented architects
of our community who not only beautify the

houses of other people but also live in houses
worth a ‘dekho’. These beautiful houses depict
the rich culture and tradition of our ‘Pathare
Prabhu’ community which has still been
preserved till date, taking us back to the
bygone era which has not been witnessed by
the present generation. Our due respect and
gratitude to all the 5 families who have let us
have a peek at their private abode and
moreover let us share it with all of you.

Although the older generation might miss
out on some hard core literary value articles,
one must not forget that this was our attempt to
include one and all in reading the magazine
which is ‘of’ the people, ‘for’ the people and ‘by’
the people. We the board of trustees, the editor
and co-editors of this coveted magazine and
newsletter take this opportunity to thank one
and all for their valuable contribution towards
publishing this issue including the people
instrumental in getting advertisements for us
and the support extended by all of you who
have contributed towards this issue in any way,
even if it was sending us the articles on an
extremely short notice.

May this Diwali bring in a lot of good luck
and prosperity to all our readers and enable us
to achieve our motive of reaching across to
many more Pathare Prabhus across the world
and help us get them united on one common
platform of prabhutarun.com which will be
much more attractive in the coming year. We at
Prabhu Tarun at our modest best would like to
give all Pathare Prabhus a gift for the New Year
in the form of an attractive web site which
would enable us to connect and interact with
each other thereby keeping track of what is
happening in the community on the whole on
one common platform. We also have many
more attractions on the web site which will be
introduced in the coming months. So get
yourself registered soon and keep checking the
Prabhu Tarun issues for more news about your
Prabhu Tarun Online. So be in tune with the
changing times and get yourself registered on
prabhutarun.com to keep you updated and
connected with the rest of the PP’s worldwide.
We wish one and all a very Happy Diwali.
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JOGESHWARI RESORT
SANITORIUM
Under ISHWARI & VIDYADHAR CHARITABLE
TRUST No. 14, Divya Hilltop Cottages,
Nangargaon, LONAVALA.

Fully furnished Double Bedroom Hall &
Kitchen Units Equipped with Gas, Stove,
Utensils and Refrigerators available on daily
charge basis.

Special concessions available on request for Womens'
and Children's Institutions, Aged, Disabled or for other
justifiable reasons and medical certificates. Booking
madeonphoneashbelow. Also available, atthe Mumbai
address, Wheel Chair, Walkers, Crutches, against
refundable deposits only.

Trustees: PRAMILA&MADHUKARTALPADE
102, PRIYA'Raviraj Oberoi Complex,
SABT.V.Lane,NewLink Road,
Andheri(W), Mumbai-400053.
Tel.:26303902/26303906
Mobile: 9821447675

Booking Mobile : 09823884094 /09422543614
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Ninety Years of Pathare Prabhu Directories
(1864-1954)

-Solicitor Rajan Jayakar

Ordinarily Pathare Prabhu Directory is their ancestors.
considered to be only a reference book, for It appears that the first directory called-
finding the addresses for sending wedding and ““Prabhu Rupee Calendar" was published
thread ceremony invitations. However, Pathare  sometime in 1864 by Solicitor Balkrishna
Prabhu Directories, over a period of ninety Kiritikar giving detailed information regarding
years gave so much data and information each Prabhu family and also furnishing a list of
about various families that one could not only all the charitable properties and Social and
make a family tree for the last at least 100 to  Benevolent Institutions belonging to the
150 years but also check more details about community. Due to the changes in the
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STREET AND MOFUSSIL

DIRECTORY.

1903=04.

Containing a st of the Prabhy Gentlemen with
fheir respective residences and Oecupalions and
.complele alphabetioal Index.
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Community by births, deaths and transfer of
properties, the calendar had to be revised from
time to time and brought upto date. However Mr.
Balkrishna Kirtikar was unable to devote time
due to his professional work and delegated the
same to Mr. K. Raghunathji (author of Hindu
Temples of Bombay, published in 1900) in the
early 1870's. Incidentally, Solicitor Balkrishna
Kirtikar took keen interest in the affairs of the
Community from his early youth and after
completing his college, he published ““Prabhu
Intelligencer", a magazine giving information of
the current events in community and transfer of
residence and occupations of the Community
members. Publishers were hopeful of updating
the directory every year. In 1887 new publishers
took up the challenge of revising and improving
the earlier directory including the occupation of
adult male Prabhus and adding index in
alphabetical order for easy reference. Due to
vast number of casualties caused by the yearly

visitation of plague epidemic and the
STREET DIRECTORY-
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First page of the Directory 1903-04

consequent changes of residence by some of
the community members the work of publishing
further editions got delayed. Eventually the
“Prabhu Streetand Mofusil Directory (1903-04)"
was published on 1%t December 1903. The
publishers obviating several difficulties, made a
compilation of particulars of inhabitants
arranged according to theirresidences with their
respective occupations. Owing to want of
resources and apathy of some of the community
members reluctant to give necessary
information, certain mistakes crept into the
publication, which the publishers undertook, to
rectify on being brought to their notice. The
1903-04 Directory contained list of only Prabhu
gentlemen with their respective residences and
occupations and an alphabetical index for easy
reference.

The index of the directory is very
informative and spells out the localities where
majority of Pathare Prabhus were located.
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Since it is also Mofusil Directory, meaning
Prabhus living outside of Bombay, the names
of Mofusils also makes interesting reading
since some of the Prabhus occupied places of
honour in the Indian Princely States. To
illustrate the contents of the Directories, | have
decided to refer to the members of my family.
My grandfather Mr. Vinayak Anantrao Jayakar
was a tenant of Solicitor Nanu Narayan
Kothare at Indu Bhuvan, Thakurdwar.
Accordingly his name is shown as Consecutive
No. 85 and Tinplate No. 467 (as referred by the
Publishers) at page 12. My grandfather was a
clerk in a Japanese company called Nippon
Yusan Kaisha and there is a mention of his
sons. In 1903 my eldest uncle Gajanan,
second uncle Nagesh and my father were
minors.

During 10 years since the publication of
last Directory in 1903, considerable changes
had taken place in number and addresses of
members of Community. The 1913 edition of
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the Directory assumed an enlarged form giving
information about educational status and
professions of male members of the
Community and also added list of temples
founded or managed by Prabhu gentlemen.

The Publishers of the Directory have
mentioned in the foreward that the Community
started waking up to the facts that the old habits
born of wealth and luxurious living had to be
curbed in the environment in the first decade of
20th Century. Although education was far more
generally imparted than before, traders, though
on small scale, surfaced in the Community. The
fine arts such as painting and photography
were on the rise and printing industry also
attracted some of the community members. My
family continued to remain tenants of Solicitor
Nanu Narayan Kothare and since my uncle
Gajanan was already a major his name is
shown as student on page 19 of the Directory
but my father Motiram, who was 14 years then,
is not included, being a minor.
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A separate list of Judges, Barristers,
Advocates, Solicitors, Pleaders, fellows of
Bombay University, Justices of peace, Doctors,
Engineers, M.A.'s, B.A.'s Ph.D's and B. Sc.'s
from the Community was attached to the
Directory. Also a list of Benevolent, Literary and
other community institutions was also
attached. The endeavor of the publishers was
to give maximum information and resultant
benefit to the community members in the cost
price of rupee one for the directory.

A separate Directory of all ladies of the
community was the dream of Mrs. Pirojbai
Agaskar. Pursuant to encouragement by Mr.
Moreshwar Sadanand Desai, Mrs. Agaskar
completed the manuscript of the Directory in
1919. However due to unavoidable reasons the
same could not be published and Mrs. Agaskar
revised the same upto 1% November 1921
before publishing it on 315 December 1921 in
Marathi.

It is mentioned in the Directory that our
community has 12 Suryavanshi and 15
Somvanshi kulas and it proceeds to give break
up of status of all the ladies as per Kulas.
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A welcome change is that the

advertisements of business firms of the
community have appeared for the first time
including, M/s. Dhairyawan  Brothers
(Merchant Insurance Agents), the Germaine
Dyeing and Printing work, G. S. Trilokekar's
photographic studios, Aryan Trading Agency
(Hosiery & Tailoring), M/s. S. N. Talpade &
Bros. (Sole Agents of Rex Chemical Works),
D. Ball & Co. (Merchants and Agents) and M/s.
K. T. Co. (General Retail Merchants.)
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AN UP-TO-DATE AND HANDY

GUIDE

TQ THE NAMES OF MEMBERS OF ALL

PATHARE PRABHU

FAMILIER,

F0th April 1927,
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Sometime prior to 1921. my family had

purchased a residential building in Kiln lane off
Lamington Road and my grandmother Smt.
Ahilyabi Vinayak Jayakar being the eldest
female member of the family is shown at page
28 along with my aunties, Champubai,
Kamlabai and Yamabai.

Mr. Bhagwantrao Raghunath Agaskar
published a directory on 30th April 1927 in
Marathi which he called it “handy' and
mentioned only the names and locality. Since
my family was still at Lamington Road the
names of all male family members above 12
years was mentioned on page 14 including the
names of my uncles Gajanan, Nagesh, Keshav
and my father Motiram.

By 1939 substantial population had moved

&nﬂ#hrmﬂﬂ\:lih#mﬂa\%
J

\.

to the northern part of Bombay Island i.e. Parel,
Wadala, Naigaum, Dadar, Matunga, Mahim
and Sion. Dr. Shivshankar Vinayak
Harishchandra Navalkar with the help of Mr.
Bhagwantrao Raghunath Agaskar thought it fit
to bring out a separate directory on 31st July
1939 in Marathi, of community members
residing in the Northern part of Bombay. For the
first time the names of males and females were
shown in one Directory. The publishers
however specifically mentioned that females
married outside the community and their
children were not included in the Directory.
Curiously there is a separate list, of land
owners in the Northern part of Bombay,
included in the Directory.

Finally a more comprehensive directory in
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English of males, females and minors was
published by the Pathare Prabhu Charities
under the Chairmanship of my father Mr.
Motiram Vinayak Jayakar on 14th April 1954,
mainly due to efforts of Mr. Motiram Atmaram
Jayakar and a band of selfless volunteers such
as Mrs. Kesharbai Madhukar Jayakar, Mr.
Liladhar Yeshwantrao Kothare, Mr. Sumant
Atmaram Mankar, Mr. Krishnakumar Navalkar
and Mr. Vinayak Motiram Velkar and ably
assisted for proof-reading and correction by Mr.
Madhavrao Nanubhai Dhurandhar. The
interesting part of the directory is that it
contains some Ladies' songs, list of gotras,
prarvars and patron goddesses and their
location and a separate Index of males and
females making reference easy. The forward
sadly notes that the cohesion of our community
has been disrupted due to economic condition
of the community and community members are
scattered to far flung suburbs. My family by
1954 had moved to 104, New Charni Road
(subsequently known as Raja Rammohan Roy

Road) opposite Harkisondas Hospital,
Prarthana Samaj as reflected at page 70 and
my name is shown as a minor.

In today's context the Community Directory
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is a single act of bringing our community
together, atleast on paper and past Directories
are a great source of research material and the
information could be useful for variety of
reasons including heirship disputes, residential
address at the time of publication of directory,
occupation, old names of roads, and localities
etc. particularly in the 19th century no other
community, except Parsis, ever ventured into
bringing out comprehensive community
Directory. Every publisher during those 90
years felt that his task was more challenging
than the earlier publishers. The community is
doubtlessly indebted to the selfless work of
some of its members, who sacrificed their
valuable time, energy and probably their own
money, for bonding the community by
successively  bringing our monumental
research work in the form of Directories, initially
charging only one rupee.
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My First Nine Months

Mrs. Mayura Nayak

The two words ‘nine’ ‘months’ when used
together are rather synonymous to one of the
most significant period in anyone’s life. It is that
time in our lives when we are at the threshold of
taking responsibility of a new life. Yes, this is our
porch to parenthood, of giving birth to our child. |
thoughtfully  replaced motherhood  with
parenthood because these nine months are of
equal significance to both the expecting mother
and father, and together they experience one of
the best moments in their lives! We as parents
are fortunate to have had the same experience
three years back! Since these were and always
will be my first nine months of it's kind, there
could be nothing more momentous than sharing
this experience with all of you through a platform
which is in this diwali issue talking about
everyone'sversion of "myfirsttimeat........... "

There are certain things very common to
everyone’s nine months and some which are
unique to each couple. Well the most common
feature was thankfully eliminated from my nine
months which was ‘morning sickness’. From the
time | learnt that | was pregnant | dreaded this
very tough phenomena of morning sickness and
| was very glad that | never ever suffered the
same anytime. There are many other common
aspects of these nine months which I'm sure all
couplesundergo. The sheer joy of having a baby
is a constant factor in the subconscious mind of

every would-be parent. But alongside this joy
also a permanent resident is high levels of
anxiety at various junctures due to the highs and
lows in the basic health of the mother and baby.
Mood swings, cravings, mental preparation for
the most difficult labour pains, the delight of
hearing the baby’'s heart beats in the first
trimester and then the bliss of seeing the foetus
grow and take human shape in the eagerly
awaited ultra sounds, enjoying the baby kicking
inside, the constant guess work of all family
members whether its going to be a boy or a girl
are some of the most common features! Talking
about this guesswork, something which always
amazed me was how every aunt seeing the
mother’s tummy grow would confidently claim if
it'saboy oragirl. Notjust the tummy but even the
glow on the mother’s face can help define the
sex of the baby according to our very
enthusiastic relatives. Baby showers, which we
call ‘Dohale Jevan’ is also a function which is
eagerly awaited. Now this is a function
completely for the would-be mother as she
enjoys a lot of pampering and gifts from all her
friends and relatives. The would-be father is a
mere spectator and probably spends his time
clicking photographs of the mother with the
others present at the function. There is a sweet
ritual associated with ‘dohale jevan’ which is
breaking the modak which all of us are aware of,
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but for those who don't, here is something very
unigue to our customs. Now there are two
modaks one with a laddoo inside and the other
with a shingdi inside. If the would-be mother
breaks the laddoo with shingdi inside then she’s
going to have a girl and vice versa. This
particular ritual is done twice in these months,
one done by the would-be mother’s mother and
the other by her mother-in-law. Now this
calculation canturn outto be very misleading ifin
both the rituals the forecast is contradicting.
Anyway these are rituals done on a lighter note
and are to be enjoyed for the fun involved in it
more than the beliefinthe same.

The would-be fathers also have some
similar experiences in these nine months. High
levels of anxiety about the baby and their wife's
health, monetary planning for the forthcoming
expenses, reading up on the best available
books on pregnancy and child care, trying their
hands on holding anyone’s baby on the first
given opportunity as a trial session, talking to as
many people on parenting, asking other fathers
on howthe total experience of becoming afather
is, praying everyday that their wife should not
have a craving for anything in the middle of the
night, and at times when their prayers are not
answered helplessly making whatever is
demanded available for their beloved wives etc.
etc. By the way, whatever | wrote about would-be
fathersis notapplicable to my husband as he did
nothing ofitall. Barring a little bit of anxiety about
the baby’s and my health (fortunately | had a
pleasant pregnancy with no  major
complications), he had to do nothing of the
above. Monetary planning at that point of time
was never on his agenda, | used to read this
book called "what to expect when you are
expecting" gifted by my sister, | don't think he
must have completed even one chapter from
that book. The first child he musthave held inthe
past few years is our son Shaurya, | don't think
he must have ever even noticed a child around a
10ft distance from him. Since we were the first
coupleto getmarriedin his friend circle, we were
the first one’s to even have a baby, so the
question of asking other fathers never occurred.
Andwith luck by his side, he neverhadto caterto
midnight emergencies such as fulfilling my food
cravings as | rarely had any. These were just a
few things associated with these months, some
of which we encountered, and some we didn't.

But like | mentioned earlier, there are certain
situations unique to each couple. We too had our
share of these experiences.

In my first trimester itself, we changed
homes. This was a landmark move in our lives.
The grief of leaving the area we lived for so long
was compensated by the joy of living in a
spacious four bedroom house. We had the
pleasure of designing our own rooms and since
we were already expecting a baby’s arrival, we
were abletoplantheinteriorskeepingthebabyin
mind. Of course packing and unpacking inthose
days would get hectic for me since | was
pregnantand could not afford to be as active as|
otherwise was. From Santa Cruz we shifted to
Malad, and | was working at VT. This meant that
my travel time to work had doubled. It was only
once that | tried to board the morning train to
Churchgate from Malad, and that was my last
tryst with train travel for that period. We all know
the scene on a weekday morning at Malad
station. Thereafter we hired a driver to take me
everyday to work. Talking of work, well in those
days | was working with The Times Group,
handling sales for Maharashtra Times
Classifieds section. My work involved a lot of
travelling, and very soon, | had to announce at
workthatlwas pregnantand would notbe ableto
dothetravellingrequired. I suggestedtomyboss
to give me atemporary transfer and a change in
profile, which he did. He transferred me to our
Khar sub-office, but would occasionally call me
to the Head Office since | was still reporting in to
him. We were a team of 15 members, out of
which 14 were boys. All these boys would go out
formeetingsandsince Iwasthe only one allowed
to sit in office, | was given the responsibility of
tracking ad spends of all clients across all the
times group publications and its’ competition.
Now this used to be a tedious job and coming up
with various reports and their permutations and
combinations involved a lot of calculations. My
boss used to always tell me that my child will be
very intelligent and strong in mathematics
because of the amount of calculations | was
exposed to, and would joke that | should thank
himforthe same. Eventually in my sixth month of
pregnancy, | had to leave my job, as slowly my
travelling increased, affecting my healthin many
ways. Thiswas aturning pointin my life. Initially |
heaved a sigh of relief for being spared of the
loads of work | had got myself involved in and
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also the everyday travel which was painful. |
started enjoying my long hours of sleep which |
was deprived offtill then due to work. But slowly |
started missing work, and felt | needed
somethingto do and keep myself occupied. Well
the tummy was growing and so was the
discomfort, there was not much | could have got
myself involved in at that point of time. 1usedto
keep myself busy in some TV shows that time.
There was this one program called "Baby
Stories" ondiscovery channel. Thisshowusedto
take the viewers through the nine months of
selected people and their delivery process and
initial few months after the baby’s birth | used to
be glued to it and never missed an episode. |
finished reading the book that my sister had
gifted too! Well my sister was also expecting a
baby at the same time. She was two months
ahead of me, therefore used to share her
experiences with me often. We regularly
exchanged notes and certain dos and don'ts.
Soon itwas time for her delivery and my mother
too joined her there in The United States. She
delivered a healthy baby boy, on the auspicious
occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi. We were all
thrilled with this new addition in our family, but |
was most curious about knowing the details of
how severe her labour pains were and how was
her experience giving birth to a child. She very
bravely faced labour but warned me of the
excruciating pain. I stillremember the butterflies
in my stomach thinking about that pain! But |
usedto pacify myselfthinking thatifgiving birthto
a child is a process every lady goes through
anywhere in the world, then my tolerance levels
are surely above the average tolerance levels of
women across the world. And if so many women
cancontinue giving birthtonotonly one butmany
in spite ofthe painassociated, thensocan|.

The last trimester was very interesting. The
feelings were mixed. On one hand | used to
enjoy feeling the baby inside the womb, and
counting the kicks everyday but on the other
hand, | was counting days for the delivery and
was physically tired of carrying the increased
weight around. | used to enjoy shopping for
maternity outfits at MotherCare, but used to get
frustrated seeing myself outgrow all my clothes.
Another thing | would dread to see was my
weight onthe weighing scale, which was forever
increasing! Nowthatwas notavery great sight at
alll Fortunately | had a rather non-problematic

pregnancy therefore we could afford to do many
things which many expecting parents are
deprived off due to the long bed rests advised by
doctors. Considering that | was pregnant, we
never had to slow down on our social activities.
We never stopped partying, travelling, going for
movies and dinners or attending weddings, we
were there everywhere and had some great
times with friends and relatives! Not forgetting
the special attention and pampering that | got as
an expecting mother from family and friends
was overwhelming.

| was given a due date of October 29, 2006,
but my doctor said that we will have to get me to
deliver earlier. Two days before diwali, was my
new scheduled date. Itwas October 17, | had not
slept well the previous night, with all weird
thoughts in my mind. What if | go into labour at
night? What if | go into labour on the way to the
hospital? What if there is an emergency
caesarean operation advised? Proving all my
weird thoughts wrong, there a new day was
born. Early in the morning, all apprehensive of
my labour time, | bravely entered the hospital. |
remember being accompanied by my husband
and my mother. By 11.00 am | was in labour;
walking around in pain initially 1 was plainly
waiting to get myself out of this condition. Soon |
was taken in the labour room and by 3.50 pm |
delivered a bonny baby boy! The doctor
announced "it's a boy!" The baby was kept in a
blue tub below and taken outside; his screeching
sounds of crying could be heard for a long time.
My family got busy in calling up relatives and
friends announcing a new arrival in our family.
But | had stillnot seen my baby. lwas takenin my
room, and was patiently waiting to see him. Soon
they brought him in my room; when | first held
him, I suddenly realized thatif GOD was running
a corporate firm, this was my day of promotion. |
was promoted to a new designation called
"mother" with anew job profile, with of course no
salary increase but some weight increase!!!
Well never mind the WEIGHT that could be
shredded later, but the WAIT was worth all the
nine months which ended so beautifully, as
God'’s best creation lay so peacefully in my
arms. My first nine months had just got over, but
thereafter life changed forever! These nine
months gave birth to a new ME, and kick started
the most beautiful time of my life!

EI
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My First Time

Mrs. Achala Subhash Desai

There’s always a first time to all activities
and all aspects of life. The ‘Start’ or the ‘Go’
signal for any action good or bad has a first
time. Once the ice is broken by doing an action
for the first time, one either goes ahead with it
or else puts a full stop to it.

The first time experience starts right from
the birth when the child is born. It is the first
time that he has come out of the security of the
mother’'s womb and has to face a new
environment. From here he starts his first time
— that of a cry, that of a suckle, that of the taste
of mother’s milk and so on. Probably this first
time phenomenon pops up every now and then
during the various activities in the span of one’s
life. Even at the end of the earthly journey man
experiences death for the first time!!

Some fortunate souls tread a long path of
success but they too must have had a first taste
of success earlier or later in life. The less
fortunate ones learn to live along with failures
but they too must have had a first time when
they experienced failure. When one does a
good deed for the first time and is satisfied then
a chain of good deeds follows. When one does
a bad deed for the first time and realizes his
mistake then there is no chain following.

For me, school and college were sacred
places where | was moulded and made. Today |
owe a lot to these educational institutions along
with the upbringing of my parents. | have
graduated from St. Xavier's College, Mumbai —
a place where | grew into an adult. It was the
first week in this magnificent institution. Every
thing was new — the teachers, the other staff
and more so the students around me. As usual
there were rowdy students who were up to

mischief with the ring of the bell. St. Xavier’s
College has a wooden flooring in the old
structure and one makes a sound when one
walks with hard heels. It was a common feature
to hear students pounding their feet on the
floor.

Somehow | wanted to give it a try, so there
| went tap tap tap with my feet on the wooden
floor. It was a great feeling to belong to the
crowd. But there he was standing next to my
bench but behind me — my History Professor —
a young priest of the teaching order. | could not
see him so | kept my rhythm of tapping the floor
with my feet. My friend dug her elbow at me just
to warn me but | was engrossed. Soon |
realized what wrong | had done when his words
echoed in my ears, "do you know you can be
rusticated for this?" Oh my God, what have |
done! This was the first time | had indulged in
unruly behaviour in my student life and of
course it was the last time too. With a heart felt
sorry to my professor this first time turned out
to be my last time.
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First Time |

fell In Love

Mrs. Shubhada Suresh Agaskar
(neé Miss. Vaishali Madhav Jayakar)

Teenagers are precocious nowadays! If
you were to snatch my nephew’s cell phone
and glance through the contact list, | am sure
that you would be amazed at the number of
female names that would appear. On second
thoughts, you wouldn’t be amazed ..... by now,
you would have got used to things like this.

A few years back, when | was a teenager
(with extremely strict parents, mind you!), the
very thought of running about with an
unrelated male would have given me the
shivers. But | chose to do just that ..... it not
only gave me shivers but goose-bumps and
some scratches too.

He was blatantly male....blue eyes, blond
hair, long moustache and a really lean and
flexible body (the sort that all male actors
aspire for!). He had eyes only for me and
every time he touched me, static ran up my
hands. He was all mine for about six months.
It was good while it lasted....no, great,
wonderful, amazing!!!

But good things don't last forever. He
disappeared one fine day, into the sunset.
What hurt the most was that he never said
goodbye....neither to me nor to my parents.
By now, they had grown to love him too, right
from his perky nose down to the last hair on
his impossibly long talil...... tail...what tail? You
see, the love of my life (unmarried one) was a
ginger colored tom-cat that we had named
Chickoo.

He was abandoned by his mother in our
backyard. My Kaka keeps poultry and is
generally very busy. So taking on the
responsibility of being a foster parent to a
kitten was out of the question for him. When
| saw him for the first time, he was holed up
in a small box in a ramshackle cupboard in
the backyard. My Baba took pity on him and

would give the kitten milk with bread mashed
in it everyday. His feeding method was
ingenious. He had drilled holes in a plastic
shrikhand container and threaded enough
rope through it that we could fill up this feed-
box in our first floor gallery and lower it down
to the ground. The kitten could see the feed-
box being lowered down and would make his
way to it with shaky legs. His tiny little nose
would then bury itself in the milk and his little
pink tongue would lap it all up.

Even though my Kaka initially disliked this
intrusion into his poultry, his hens took on the
role of foster moms. They kept a lookout for
nasty crows and whenever one would get near
to peck the kitten, they would shoo him off. It
was chilly in the mornings and at night, being
winter time ( | can imagine you
smirking...winter in Mumbai-Ha!...but try to
think from a kitten’s perspective), we had kept
some old rags in his sleeping box. Most
mornings, the tousled little head would be
peeking out of those rags, awaiting his daily
breakfast.

But one morning he wasn't there. We
scanned the entire backyard from our lofty
vantage point but he just couldn’t be seen. We
panicked and called out to my Kaka, who
grinned up at us and solved the mystery.
Pointing to a big fat red hen, perched on a
shelf just under our balcony, he said "Keep
looking at her and call out to him". We were
mystified but followed his instructions as
directed. "Psss,Psss". Before long, the
tousled head popped up from under the hen.
We rubbed our eyes in disbelief and then
burst out laughing. The hen was a brooder,
used to sitting on eggs to keep them warm.
She had taken pity on the poor, shivering
kitten and it ultimately came to find a new
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sleeping place, under her haunches, snug and
warm and away from the chilly air outside.
Mother Nature and that Hen-Momma took
care of Chickoo as he grew up, along with a
bit of help from all of us.

As for the strange moniker, | was to
blame. We had to give him some name, and
didn’t want to name him Bokya or Tommy or
some common cat name. We had sort of
adopted cats before this and they had
answered to names like Manya (who was my
Kaka’s favorite) and Michael (She was black
and white and MJ’s ‘Black or White’ had just
released then...besides | didn't know her
gender before | named her). Anyway, coming
back to Chickoo- We were sitting in our living
room and having a hot debate about what to
call him. | was exasperated with all the weird
names that my parents were cooking up and
my eyes fell on a basket of fresh chickoos that
my Baba had just brought from the market. |
yelled out "I am going to call him
Chickoo....he looks just like one after he has
rolled about in the dirt". And that name stuck.
The kitten soon took to its new name and
would come when called. Aie claims that when
the next door neighbour yelled for it as Mani,
it would go there too, but | never saw him do
so.

Chickoo soon made his presence felt
everywhere. He would forever get under my
Kaka's feet when the hens would be fed and
the eggs gathered. And as Kaka never
allowed him to enter the house, the lure of
forbidden territory became greater and
greater. One fine day, Kaka forgot to close the
back door as he stepped out to feed the hens.
And Chickoo sneaked in....all the way into the
bedroom. Sniffing every nook and cranny, he
soon decided to venture into the kitchen.
Unluckily for him, my Kaku was cooking in
there and he was soon booted out. A line of
control was soon established and he was
thereafter allowed in the verandah. He would
sit there soaking in the sun and licking
himself, looking like a miniature lion.

The hens were his “maoshis' and would
look on approvingly as he was cosseted by

my kaka. They even played catch with
him....but he never hurt one, even when he
grew into a handsome tom-cat, with big long
claws. When | would go down in the evening
to play with him, all | had to do was to sit down
on the katta that Kaka had constructed in front
of his back door and Chickoo would be all
over me. He would curl up in a C-shape in my
lap and would purr in delight as | scratched
him behind his ears and under his chin.
Sometimes he would forget that he was sitting
on my lap and would start flexing and yawning
and stretching his legs. Those sharp claws
would then come out and penetrate my
clothes. At that stage, | would gently swat him
behind one ear and he would recall himself
and start behaving again.

| was not his only female admirer. As he
grew older and ventured outside our
backyard, cats (females) came to know of his
majestic presence. Duets were soon being
sung under our windows and wars were being
fought on our garage roof and compound
walls. Strange tom-cats stalked around trying
to figure out why their harems had defected.
We never came to know whether there were
any miniature Chickoos but | am sure that he
would have left behind some legacies.

Kaka had a brooding machine in his
backyard. In the evenings, the newly hatched
chickens would be collected and placed inside
the machine. It was Chickoo’s job to ensure
that the chickens would not jump out as the lid
was raised to place them in one by one. In the
mornings, they would be gathered in one
corner of the machine and let out one by one.
Chickoo did the gathering....the poor chickens
would try to move out of that corner and one
hairy paw would gently stop the would-be
escapees and send them back. It was perfect
teamwork.

Then one day, Chickoo fell sick. Kaka and
| took him to the vet. He was prescribed
certain medicines and the vet told us not to
give him raw fish anymore. Up to now, we
would feed him raw fish and milk and bread.
But we were told that he wouldn't survive long
on that kind of a diet. So my father would get
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Mandeli from the market. The fisherwomen
were confused (until now, we had been
consuming big fish like pomfret, surmai,
rawas etc.) until they were told the reason for
the mandelis. The women would then slip in a
few extra fish, saying hoarsely "Ghey Dada,
Tuzya manjarala gheun jaa. Tagda kar tyalaa".
Baba would boil the mandelis and mix the
pieces in rice and we would coax Chickoo to
eat this. He was so weak that if he wanted to
relieve himself, it would take him about 15
minutes to do the entire act. But he was very
fastidious. | once saw him drag himself to a
clean corner, dig a shallow hole (which took
him 5 minutes), do his business and cover
everything up (he almost toppled into the hole,
while doing so); down to the last 2 leaves that
he had displaced when he started digging the
hole. And some people say that cats are dirty.

Slowly, he regained his strength. But |
believe that he became much closer to me
after that. He learnt to get into our first floor
flat. There was a flowering tree that grew at an
angle to the chicken coop downstairs. The
coop shared a wall with the compound wall
which shared one with our garage roof.
Chickoo would climb up the tree, onto the
coop roof, onto the compound wall, walk like
a trapeze artist around the corner, jump onto
the garage roof, onto our Kaka'’s hall window
overhang and jump up onto our window sill.
He soon learnt to negotiate his way past our
window grill and would meow and announce
his arrival in our home. He loved to sneak
behind the sofas and would settle down there,
much to my aaji's amusement. Aie disliked
this intrusion as she would have to clean up
blond hairs from all over the floor but I loved
it when he came visiting.

He learnt to eat from a spoon (Now he
was not so civilized to hold that spoon in his
paws). After eating his way through most of a
container of mandeli-rice, he would wait
patiently while | scraped up the rice and fish
left in the corners with a spoon. And with
sounds of appreciation, he would eat from the
spoon, leaving it shining. He would never
scratch me as | would be busy scooping up

rice-fish from one side, with his mouth in the
container from the other side.

Every morning, we would wish him
"Good Morning" as he sat sunning on the
garage roof. And when we would go out in the
evenings, he would be sitting on the
compound wall and would follow us up to the
iron front doors. | remember when we saw
him last. We had to go for a wedding and
were all decked up. As we came out, we saw
him and he immediately got up for a quick
scratch behind the ears. Aie wouldn'’t let me
touch him saying "Your hands will become
dirty and you will have to go up again to wash
them". | thought that he would meet me as
usual at night when | would go down with his
food. That night, we called and called but
Chickoo didn't come. We initially thought that
he had gone chasing after some cat, but as
the day passed and Chickoo didn’t turn up, we
grew worried. Kaka and Baba checked out the
roads and gutters nearby (we thought that he
might have gone under a vehicle) but there
was no sign of him. It's a mystery where that
cat disappeared. A few days before, a
monkey-wala had been caught at the corner,
trying to catch cats to cook and eat. We
hoped that Chickoo had not fallen into that
trap.

To this day, all of us wonder where
Chickoo disappeared. But he has left us with

some fond memories. We miss you,
Chickudee!!!
EI
o 1‘ \
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MY FIRST TRIP ABROAD

-AnushaAgaskar

Well as you all know, earlier much hype
was created about going abroad, and everyone
just went ga-ga when they heard about foreign
locales. That was a thing of the past, but now,
going to another country for a holiday or work or
further studies has become very common &
nobody calls you "Foreign Return" (THANK
GOD!!), just because you have been abroad.

But it is a competently new & different
experience; you can say ‘out of this world
(country)’ experience when you travel abroad.
You might think that | am bragging, but this is
my personal opinion & is open to contradiction.

My first trip abroad was to Malaysia &
Singapore. From the very beginning itself, the
journey started on an awesome note. On the
flight we were upgraded to Club Class, all
thanks to my uncle Rtd. Capt. Jagdish
Trilokekar, not only that but we also received a
royal treatment on the aircraft, along with a lot
of free goodies & a bottle of Champagne,
above all this, the greatest thing was that the
pilot, who was my uncle’s trainee was kind
enough to welcome us to the cockpit during the
flight, & also at the crack of dawn to watch the
landing. That view was just spectacular & has
been etched on my mind forever. Thus started
our journey to the magical foreign land (Sounds
like a fairy tale doesn'tit? Childhood influence |
guess).

On reaching Malaysia, we headed straight
to Kuala Lumpur, the ride was amazing, with
date trees that lined both the sides of the road.
At Kuala Lumpur, we visited the Petronas
Towers famously known as the ‘Twin Towers’,
which are truly an architectural wonder. The
best part about Malaysia is Genting Highlands.

This is a small hill station with a chilly climate
and where you think you are floating in the
clouds. A ropeway takes you from one hill to
another & below you can see lush green
vegetation which is so thick that you wonder
whether any sun rays reach the ground there.

At Genting two theme parks await you, one
being the Indoor one which has malls,
restaurants & theaters and the other, the
Outdoor Theme Park which has rides,
adventure sports, Go-karting etc. There was
this one particular ride that | distinctly
remember, called the Sky Rocket. It had a tall
tower with seats surrounding it on all sides at
the base. The seat was an open seat, which
had just a seat belt to hold you back, the idea
being that as the seats ascend slowly to the tip
of the tower, you get a breath taking view of the
entire Genting Highlands. But the catch was
that when the seats descend at top speed, you
feel completely weightless, as if you are going
to fall off. It is very scary, but is an experience of
its own kind.

From Genting we proceeded to Singapore.
We took a bus, which was more like a flight, the
ride was smooth, as the road was carpet like.
Each seat had its own TV & we were also
served food during the journey.

Singapore too is a charming city. It is very
tourist friendly. Event he cabbies serve you as
tour guides. There metro there too is very
efficient.

One of the main attractions in Singapore is
the zoo, which has a Night Safari, where you
can see the animals in their natural habitat in
the dark through a toy train. The Bird Park too is
great; it has numerous bird shows, where the
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birds amaze you to no end.

But | have to say Sentosa Island is the icing
on the cake. You go to this wonderful place by a
cable car from Mt. Faber. You can spend n
entire day on Sentosa Island, you can visit the
Underwater World, which is an aquarium below
the sea, and you can also enjoy the dolphin
show, where the dolphins do amazing acrobats
to entertain us & at a minimal fee you can even
go & pat the dolphins & get a picture clicked.

One of the landmarks of Singapore is the
Merlion; it is a structure that has a head of a lion
& the body of a fish. One such structure is there
in the main city & another on Sentosa Island.

The evening at Sentosa can be as magical
as ever. The laser & fountain show, leaves you
speechless. The riot of colours & lasers on the

water droplets is a sight worth seeing & no
words can describe the beauty of the same.

And last but not the least (STRICTLY FOR
LADIES ONLY), if you ever get a chance to
visit these cities, please do not forget to carry
extra bags with you, as the malls there are
exclusive & the bargains tempting. Do not
listen to fathers/husbands, but shop to your
hearts content (as | did) or else you will regret it.

Well | can go on &on for ever, because this
being my first trip abroad, | am very excited &
ecstatic at the same time. But though the
cleanliness & fanfare abroad attracts you, | am
true Indian at heart & can proudly say that there
is no such place as home and my country is the
best.

J
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IDEAL DATE
Introduction

Tarun defines a lot of things. It defines youth, energy, enthusiasm as well as a well
grounded sense of our traditions. These are the attributes that encouraged a youngster like
me to join PRABHU TARUN. Over the years Prabhu Tarun has been encouraging
youngsters to participate enthusiastically in various events it's been launching. This special
edition is also a part of that process. We have given the youth of our community a chance to
come forward and speak their minds by writing for us.

Going young has become a new motto for us. As witnessed in the previous section, we
brought to you cute, adorable and astonishingly honest articles from the kids of our
community. It brings into light the kind of fortitude and truthfulness these children have.

This section, our teenage section, allows you to enter the world of a youngsters’ mind.
Its gives the readers an insight about what today’s youth has in mind about dating. Many of
our young writers have been grateful to share with everyone how they wish their ideal date
would be. Dating is a topic on which many of us are apprehensive talking about, but these
write-ups take us into an a well crafted imaginative as well as realistic world these
youngsters have created.

Some of these articles are very interesting. The difference between a girl's ideal date
and a guy’s ideal date is so distinguishable. All the girls painting a beautiful picture of their
dreams and fantasies and all the boys trying to bring their “"cool" attitude with a pinch of
sarcasm added to it; but it's an absolute delight reading views and ideas of both. We thought
it would definitely catch the attention of our prospective readers, thus making this Diwali
edition more appealing.

For all the elders, this section would certainly be of interest to you in more than one way.
It not only gives an opportunity to view the minds of these young boys and girls but we are
sure it will make you thoughtful of what your ideal date would be!! As for youngsters out
there, we are sure you will get some exciting ideas of taking your girl / guy out on a date. So
all you guys out there get ready to enter the world of DATING!!!

-Sushmita Kothare

IDEAL DATE

‘DATE’ for me was nothing more thanaday dinner with someone special.

It definitely

format written on the left hand corner of the
page. It was later that | realized that there was
more to it. It meant being felt special by
someone special. Being close to that special
someone was all | had dreamt of since then.
Ever since | learnt about the ‘Date’ | always
saw myself at a beach having candle night

sounds cliché but it feels different every time
you think about it. Well this is how it goes.

It's a chilling Saturday evening in the month
of December. | take a whole day to decide what
to wear or maybe even the whole week. You
know how we girls are, right! Then here | am
admiring myself the whole while in front of the
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mirror ,wondering and hoping if my date
notices the way | have dressed up for him.
Suddenly | hear a car honking. | run towards
the window to see if it is him and yes itis! | go
check myself once again in the mirror and then
leave. | see him waiting for me outside the car
wearing shirt and jeans. He is looking as simple
as ever but still has a different air about himself
which | can't resist! | greet him with a smile and
he with his chivalrous manners makes me feel
comfortable by his side. That makes me blush!

As | settle down in the passenger seat, |
get a kick of excitement in my tummy. We talk
about the day and all the stuff we did. In all
these talks | realize we have reached our
destination. It was a quiet and serene
restaurant in one of those lanes in suburbs. |
look at the place. | observe it carefully, realize
that | had once spoken to him about this place
and then look at him. He looks at me and gives
me one of his best smiles ever. There | blush
again!

As we sit at the ‘reserved’ table, he asks
me if | like the place and of course, | just love it!
The sensuous dim light, soothing music and
the warm ambience of the restaurant along
with his presence makes me feel very happy.
Just then | see a waiter bringing wine for us.
We drink the wine looking into each other’s
eyes, forgetting the whole world around me. He

asks me for a dance and | nod my head for a
yes. There we are having a quiet and intimate
dance in each others’ arms. He looks at me
lovingly with his mysterious eye. | smile and
feel shy. He pulls me closer to himself while we
dance. | get butterflies in my tummy. There |
blush again!

After the romantic dance and delicious
dinner is done with, we head back home. On
the way back, we halt at the beach. We decide
to take a long walk on the beach holding hands.
As we are walking, he suddenly puts his hand
around me and in front of those shimmering
waves, under the heavenly moonlight, he holds
me close to him and utters those magical
words "l love you". There | blush again!!

As we drive back home, | remember all
those special moments, look at him and smile.
As he drops me at my place, | desperately curb
the urge to hug him. | bid him goodnight and
run inside, consoled only by the fact that | will
be meeting him again in a few hours time.

As | lie on my bed thinking about the
evening, | suddenly realize | had just been on
the perfect date ever; exactly as | had dreamt
about. As | drift away to sleep, all I can think of
is the date and the person who made it all
possible. Was it a date? A dream? Or both?

-Kashmira Ajinkya

a

AN IDEAL DATE !

Can be a lovely walk by the sea side, on a
cool breezy evening, waiting and watching the
sun disappear. A walk to a sea side cafe where
you are sipping on a hot and sizzling coffee and
staring in her eyes which are gazing at you,
through her beautiful tresses. Such a lovely
and romantic experience should be taken
further to a candle light dinner, in a quite
romantic place where you can listen to the
music at your own pace. Sitting in a corner
seat with a view of the sea you may tell her how

you feel, being with her on this wonderful
evening
After such a romantic dinner,hold her hand
and walk along the shore, with our feet being
tickled by the sand and sea lapping at our feet .
Trust me, one will always treasure this moment
for the rest of the life. Holding hands walk to the
car ,a slow drive home and end it ,with a good
night KISS.
Niket K Navalkar

a
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My Ideal Date(s)

| was creating my Orkut profile and one of
the questions read: "Your idea of a perfect
date". It took me hardly a second to pen down:
"Front row stall tickets for Mithun Chakraborthy
thriller ‘Goonda™.

Stupid? Absolutely!! My intention there was
to write something idiotic to make the reader
laugh. But later, when | gave it slightly more
thought, the ideas that | got were not much
better than the one | had put up on Orkut. It was
then that | really began to think: "How would my
ideal date be?"

| find that my idea of a perfect date has
changed over time. Not that the world around
me has changed much; it's just that yours truly,
| believe, has matured a bit over time (Alright,
you can laugh!!).

Let's get started then and what better time
to start with than school days. Those were the
days of He-Man, WWF and G.l.Joe. Those
were the days when girls, after putting their
Barbies off to sleep, would play sports with
boys without thinking about alternatives like
gossiping and/or shopping. Thinking back, my
ideal date then would have been something like
this: get together, watch "He-Man", have a
limbu sarbat at home before going down for a
game of badminton or TT or something, then
maybe buy cotton candy and roam around
together while we finished it. In all probability,
she would have paid for her candy and I, for
mine. School days, remember!!! Pocket money
was too precious to waste on a date. Life was
simple back then. No money, no options, no
choices to make. No wonder dates were hard
to come by :P

Fast forward to College life. Simply put, it
meant a big boisterous group of guys and girls,
more pocket money, canteen, car/bike (for a
lucky few) and all that fun. But more
importantly, the license to bunk lectures meant

there was always a guy and a girl free. And the
chances of them meeting were worth betting
your pocket money on. My ideal date then
would have been where we meet up in college
and manage to slink away from the group
without any clingy male or female announcing
"Chal, I'll join you guys". We chat together over
a plate of the most delicious kheema paav in an
Irani resto. Then we go to the beach to enjoy
the peace and bhel-puri. Some rain and cutting
chai would be a bonus; a bike ride along Marine
Drive, heaven!! The icing on the cake is to
come back and know that you were not spotted
by a friend or even worse, a pesky neighbour.
College life was like that.

Cut to the time when | went to do my
Masters in a small town in eastern India which
boasted of only three restaurants and 1 CCD.
With the hostel mess food being as it was,
these 4 places of interest were always over-run
by the perennially hungry lot from our institute.
So a plan for a quiet dinner for two could (and
usually did) turn into a dinner for twenty-two,
professors included. Any other place to hang
out, you ask? Well, there was a lake...40 kms.
away, close to the hills inhabited by the friendly,
neighbourhood Naxalites. So you were stuck
with the campus. In such circumstances, my
ideal date would have been to order food from
one of the restaurants, get a cake from CCD
and to lock ourselves in the room, hoping no
one would come banging on the door: "Project
Meeting...bahar nikal." While devouring on the
fare, we watch movies or sitcoms together. Or
better still, just sit there and talk....about
grades, our future, Armageddon or just how
beautiful hostel life is when we are together.
Privacy becomes important as talks and stakes
become more serious. Life in a B-school can
do that to you.

Looking back at the time gone by, | find that
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it didn’t matter to me whether | was in an Irani
restaurant or on a bike or in a hostel room.
What did matter was that | enjoyed being
‘together’ with that one person. The detall
oriented reader will have noticed the particular
word being annoyingly repeated some seven
times so far. (Please don't go back and
count!!). So as | think today, my ideal date
would be where | can simply enjoy being with
my girl, be it on a beach under a star-lit sky or at
a candle-light dinner with soft music in the
background. The coup de grace would be that |
manage to surprise her with the things SHE
likes...you know, like her favourite cuisine or
music or something. There can be no evening
more perfect than one where the girl has been
at ease and thoroughly enjoyed my company.
There can be no better end to such an evening
than to hear her say "l loved being with you"

among other things that shall not be written
here due to issues of censorship :D

Enough of my blabbering, | say. It's your
turn now. So what is your idea of an ideal date?
Well | guess it also depends on what you want
out of the date. Are you a T20 player looking for
a swing and hit? Or are you an ODI player who
likes to construct the innings, but knows it will
have to end after 50 overs? Or perhaps you are
a Test player, looking to build a long innings?

To my brothers and sisters and friends
reading this, we should discuss this sometime.
We might end up getting new ideas from each
other. To my parents and other relatives
reading this and wondering if this boy actually
did go on so many dates...keep guessing.

Till we meet. Adios amigos.

-Swapnil Vyavaharkar

a

Ideal

Date

‘IDEAL DATE’ is definitely something |
dint know till | entered a new phase of life.
During childhood , a ‘DATE’ to me was just a
feeling when a girl and a boy go out for dinner
have fun and come back home after saying
‘love u’, ‘good night’ and all these crap things
just because that time | did not know what's
the meaning of a "DATE". But this view
changed, as years passed and | crossed
every limit of watching romantic movies.

I remember watching a romantic love
story, on a chilling Saturday afternoon, when
for a change | was home alone. That one
movie taught me the exact meaning of a date.
| was completely carried away with the
thought of going out on a date with someone
special. Being so obsessed with the thought of
a date, the whole evening leaving my books
aside | went deep into the thought of having
someone special in my life, who would make
a particular day very special throughout my
life. It was time to sleep, but the thought of
being out with someone special on a date did
not let me sleep. What to do now? It's already
1 am, time to sleep as | had to get up early to
study tomorrow. But it's me atlast? If anything

strikes me | can never stop thinking of it. |
started dreaming of my dream date.

| dint want my
dream date to be common like a candle light
dinner at a beach side, but wanted it to be
something really different which made me feel
so special and different from other girls in the
world. This thought went into my sub-
conscience mind. | finally managed to sleep,
but this thought dint let me sleep. | started
imagining my date. It is something | would
definitely share with you people. So the dream
starts with........

A chilling Sunday
evening in the month of November. | was
thinking of what to wear for my very first day.
| started getting butterflies in my stomach
thinking about where we would go? what we
would do?, what will I do when he asks me for
dance?. My whole wardrobe was down but |
did not get a perfect dress which would be a
cherry on the cake for our date. Oh no! It's
already 5pm. He will come to pick me at 7pm.
What should | do now? No sooner | realized |
am living on the famous linking road. |
immediately left for some quick shopping. But
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unfortunately | could not find anything which
would be convincing. But suddenly my eyes
went to the store nearby. | finally got a sexy
black dress, exactly how | wanted. | reached
home it was already 6pm. | really had very
less time. | quickly ran for a quick shower and
got ready for my ‘first date’. | wore my new
stilettos which | had bought specially for a day
which would mean a lot in my life. And here |
am! Absolutely ready for it.

The door bell rang. Oh my god! It's him.
He was looking as handsome as ever,
especially in the red shirt he had worn. Red
being me favourite color, he knew very well,
how to turn me on. He had a lovely bouquet of
my favorite colorful orchids in his hand which
he presented towards me. We immediately
left for our date. Like a true gentleman, he
opened the door of his car for me. Aww!!! That
was really impressive. And we finally drove in
for a really long drive. While driving we
stopped at a five star restaurant. For that
moment | thought that | will be experiencing
the common type of a date on reserved table,
with a candle light dinner but no....it was my
date atlast. We had been there just to collect
our dinner parcel. After that halt we did not
stop anywhere in the middle. | soon realized
we were moving out of the city. | asked him
that where we were going but he refused to
reveal the secret. He told me that he had
planned something really different for me. |
kept my patience. We reached the
expressway. He halted the car to right of the
road. On asking him the reason of stopping
the car in the middle, he told me that he
wanted me to be blindfolded for the surprise
he was giving me. After being blindfolded for
around 10 minutes we finally reached our
destination. He held my hand and walked with
me ahead. | dint know what the surprise was,
until he opened my eyes. And what did | see?
It was a table for two, decorated with lovely
orchids and roses, along the lake side. | could
not believe my eyes on seeing it. It was
completely how | expected my date to be. It
really made me feel special. By the time |
turned back to tell him something he had
vanished from there. | got scared for a while
but really relieved when | saw him getting the
dinner parcel. We both sat at the table and
pooped a chilled Champaign to start off with.

After a sip of Champaign my date asked
me for a lovely close dance to which |
reluctantly agreed. We danced of my favorite
romantic numbers. And finally after dancing so
much we both were extremely hungry. We had
lovely Italian food and to compliment it we had
a glass of chilled Champaign. After our dinner
| felt that my date was over but there were
many surprises already in store for me. As we
walked back towards the car after a lovely
evening together, | was surprised with the
innumerable gifts he had got for me. There
were chocolates, there was a teddy, you name
it and it was there. | asked him for why did he
buy so many gifts for me to which he replied
that it was just a compensation of all my
birthdays he had missed. That whole moment
was so special and which made me feel on
top of the world.

We drove back home after a very
memorable date which | would definitely keep
fresh in my mind forever. | was outside my
building; 1 somehow did not want this day to
pass by. | wanted the time to halt so that |
could spend time with him, but time and tide
halts for no one. | came home, changed my
clothes | just feel on the bed and started
remembering those moments we spent
together with no interference of anyone. The
night ended there.........

Out of nowhere my cell phone rang. It
was my friend waking me up for my classes
and tells me that it's already 9 in the morning.
Oh no! It was a DREAM. That moment was
completely heartbreaking for me. But | did not
lose hope because | knew IMAGINATIONS
are not always true, and this date was just an
imagination.

But whatever it may be, it definitely made
me realize, what my "IDEAL DATE" would be

-NISHITA DHAIRYAWAN
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My ideal date

Every girl dreams of how her dream date
would be, she wants it to be just perfect, exactly
theway sheimaginedit. Shewishesthatthe date
which she goesto should be the one of alifetime.
The excitement, the anxiety which she feels is
difficult to describe in mere words. In an attempt
to translate these thoughts into words, | would
like to describe whatmy Ideal date would be.

The evening is full of mystic air, a feeling of
thrilland nervousness running through my mind,
while going on that sunset boat ride. ‘This would
definitely be a romantic thing to do. Can't get
better than this’, these thoughts go through my
mind as | see the sun set. The lovely boat ride
gives achancetogazeintothe horizonwhile the
sun sets and get mystified completely by
nature’s beauty. But sooner | realize the boat is
heading towards a white sand beach, just a few
miles ahead. A very pleasant surprise and the
feelings are delightful.

Further, | get down from the boat ride and
see a nicely set up canopy filled with sparkling
candlesallaroundit. Iwalk ahead and see those
candle lights gleam in the moon-light. The
ambiance is just perfect. In addition to this, a cd

player is playing all my favorite love songs. The
soft romantic music playing in the background
helps set up the right mood to dance together
under the starry night. This just adds an extra
edge to the whole atmosphere. Also there is a
well lit bonfire, having my favorite meal suitably
put up near it. Nothing is more romantic than a
beautiful setting at a secluded beach, having a
great meal, listening to wonderful songs, and
dancing in the moon-lit night.

After having such a delicious dinner, a walk
on the beach definitely would help in elating the
whole environment. Awalk underthe moon light,
with the dreamy sound of waves gently crashing
on the shore would be the most joyful and
peaceful feeling ever. lwouldn’t be surprised if it
would be awalkto remember.

This would be my idea of an absolutely
perfectideal date. | hope | could paintthe picture
well. Now-a-days old ideas like going foramovie
or drinking coffee on dates have become a little
clichéd.Asthey say "changeisthe only thing that
is permanent in life", so guys start getting
CREATIVE.

---SushmitaKothare

With Best Compliments from

ly the oot Timer
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Ideal Date

There can be no better way than a carefully
planned coffee date.

Your coffee date should be for the mid-late
afternoon, an hour or so after lunch, or early
evening an hour or so before dinner time. The
essentials being that the coffee date takes
place in daylight hours and is set for 20 to 30
minutes, no longer.

Your appearance should be dressy casual,
a nice shirt/sweater, maybe clean jeans (new-
ish not tattered) or khaki pants, you want to be
comfortable, remember, it's just coffee, right?

Keep away from talking about religion,
politics and environmental issues. Stick to a
plan of current events, parental upbringing
topics and growing up remembrances as safe
topics of conversation. Be sure to read today’s
newspaper to have some material to fall back
on if there happens to be any silent periods or
lull in the steady flow of your conversation.

Questions to get to know someone on a
coffee date, such as these, are a great starting
point for your conversation:

1. What would you say had the biggest

influence on you when you were growing

up?

Did both of your parents work?

Where did (do) you spend your summers?

Did you ever (do you) have pets?

Do you watch any TV shows regularly?

What's the last movie you went out to see?

What type of music would | find in your CD

player?

8. What's the last book you read (or who is
your favorite author)?

9. What would be your dream career?

10. What is the most modern piece of
technology you own?

These are the questions that we asked on
adate When | meet her, | suggest that | find her
interesting and would like to find out more about

Nookrwbd

her and get to know her better over a casual
coffee.

While on the coffee "date" | find it's
extremely rewarding to hold back your desire
for her and just focus on getting to know her. In
most cases she will suggest a follow-up activity
or agree to see you again. And here, the key
seems to be to agree and take her up on her
advances and suggestions.

| have found that even if she expressed
any hesitation to see me at the beginning, that
tends to melt away after | suggest just a casual
coffee and she has a chance to spend time
with me.

So that was my first ideal coffee date at
Barista, | really truly enjoyed my first coffee

-Swapneel Prashant Desai
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