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takethemselveslightly....

I am happy, the world around
me is also very happy and we are
all living in an era of happy times.
Sounds crazy? So much
happiness sounds unreal? Well,
allthe things happening around us
are so hilarious in all their serious
issues that one cannot help but
smile and be happy. All students
who have cleared the 10th
standard examination are stillina
lurch waiting for the verdict, while
the state government tries to
salvage its pride knocking on the
doors ofthe Supreme Court. lwas
speaking to a friend's daughter
who is also waiting for the
admission process to start. Now
while her mom is fretting and
sweating over this issue day and
night, the daughter couldn't care
less. It is only extended vacation
time for her to be utilized to the
maximum.An advice to parents of
wards who are going to give the
important examination in future -
expect the unexpected. Be
prepared for delays and long
waits, keep celebrations in wraps
tillyou are absolutely sure thatthe
percentageisnotgoingto change
again and make the best of the
extended vacation your child gets
unexpectedly, coz the
government has misunderstood
this chaos as a yearly ritual and
follows it religiously. And in the
mean time don't forget to be
happy. Laugh outloud; afterallitis
afunnyritual.

Talking of funny rituals, our
newspapers are not to be left
behind. We were splashed with
news of the suicide of a certain
model, majority of us hadn't even
heard of her. But for many days
minute details about her were

of leading dailies. Also everyday
along with the feature based on
her, there used to be huge picture
of her. Good looking indeed,
pleasingtothe eyes definitely, but
the facts stated were disturbing.
Did this news really need the
importance that was given to it?
How come none of the farmer
suicides featured with such
prominence, forget photographs,
even their names were not
deemed important to be printed,
while the model's cats also found
themselves on the front page.
With duerespecttothe dead, lam
sure even she must be wishing
she could have garnered such
fame when she was alive rather
than when she is dead. Speaking
offrontpage news, ourmeninblue
have always found prominent
place to anationwhichfollowsthe
religion of cricket. So it is not
surprising to see M S Dhoni's
marriage making frontpage news.
But whatis appalling is that at the
sametime LeanderPaeswhowon
another Mixed Doubles title at
Wimbledonfound only afewwords
on the same page. While Saina
Nehwal makes newsonlyforaday
ortwo afterwinning 3titlesinarow
and getting a world ranking of no.
3, Sania Mirza with her eye candy
looks makes up for huge news
pieces with every wrong or right
move in her professional and
personal life. So what's the big
deal? We get to see photographs
of good looking people. Why
should we complain? Lets just
smile and continue being happy.

It is quite another aspect that
this happinessis being marred by
the ever increasing costs of
essential commodities. Time to

(Cont.onPage2col.3)
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worry? No ways, our politicians
make sure that we at least enjoy
the icing on the cake, if not the
entire cake. Keep us hungry, but
give us afake satisfaction of eating
the icing. So we see the nation
responding to the Bandh on 5th
July. Now ifwe couldjustsetaside
the woes of those who suffered
due to this Bandh, the Bandh
provedtobejusttheideal causeto
give us the much desired
extended weekend. While prices
still continue to spiral and while
many suffered losses due to the
stir, majority of us simply rejoiced.
Aslsaid happytimesare here.

To add to the happiness, Paul
the Oracle Octopus also decided
to have some fun and enjoy its
moments of fame. Now if this
different species can also have
fun,why shouldwe humansbe left
behind? The football World Cup
gaveusjustonemorechancefora
month of celebrations, late nights
and sleepy office hours. To add to
this entire happy atmosphere, the
rains too made their essential
contribution. Now only the
completely lost soul can manage
to keep a long face in the rains.
Rains bring joy to one and all. |
happened to read a quote online
by an unknown author. It read
‘Happiness is thinking you forgot
your umbrella, then spotting it in
your backpack and walking
through the pouring rain dry.” But
what caught my attention was the
comment left by someone in
response to this quote. It read
‘happiness is having an umbrella
in your backpack but walking
withoutit through the pouring rain

anyway.’

Rightly said the perspective of
happiness changes from person
to person. While the things that
bring happiness may differ for
every individual, one thing is
common, happinessnotonlyfeels
good, butitis also good for every
livingbeing. Research has proved
that happy people enjoy better
health as they are more likely to
have stronger immune systems.
This automatically leads to a
longer life. Also happiness is the
key to successful relationships.
Happier people are more satisfied
with their jobs than less happy
people and this results in higher

productivity. Studies indicate
happier people have less
depression, less suicide

tendencies, and less paranoia
than unhappy people, as well as
greater self control and coping
skills. With so many benefits,
don'tyouthink happinessisworth
givingatry?

Now if you are still unlucky
enough to not find a reason to
smile and be happy, I'll help you
cheat. Go watch the movie
‘Raavan’. Youare sureto be found
rolling with laughter watching the
movie.

As for me, my happiness
quotient is at an all time high
these days. After all the monsoon
is the season of hope for me. So
every night | sleep with only one
dream in mind and one song on
my lips ‘WRT W HIemEm,
THE T8a T2 STMHIHET
e W= gai fHese 1?2’

Thetimeto be happyis now.
The place to be happy is here.
Theway to be happy is to make
othersso.
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wfdferar- Can We Ask For Anything Better?

Having missed Pratyush 2009
as | was in the US with my family,
curiosity kept nagging me to
experience Pratyush 2010. What a
multi-splendoured visual extra-
vaganza! Right from moment one, |
was kept entertained with not a
single moment of silent - drab void.
(I'm sure this is the voice of every P.
P. soul present there.) Kudos to all
the little P.P. angels 'muah’ to all of
them... A round of applause to the
angels' parents... it is indeed a big
effort for their parents to slice out
valuable time to educate their little
darlings the PP. way. Yumm...
yumm... were the younger damsels..
a sweet bunchful of attractive
'belles' gyrating themselves to their
physiques' best.

And lo! Behold! The superlative
best were the senior most - atyas,
kakis, maushis, ajis & punjis giving
good 'jhatkas' to 'shola jo bhadke'...
it left us all spell-bound.. awestruck
and royally magnetized...

The 2 families at daggers drawn
were a total entertainment
exhibiting very well their acting
skills.... they literally were 'utterly-
butterly' amusing.... The 'Dons'
displayed their negative super
skills  with ease by their
thunderous voices and master

-Mrs. Deepashry S. Kothare.

gamey plans which sent a cold chill
down the audiences' spines.

It was a happy scene to watch
mother-daughter teams dance
merrily on the same platform &.yes
so was the case with the two sisters
-dancing icons of our P. P
community Mayura and Anushry
who within a week's time managed
to sway effortlessly and very
musically to the rythmic beats as
desired by the choreographic
qualifications...

The last always drives in the
golden best a standing ovation to
the innovative choreographer who
envisioned such a panaromic
visual treat, put in his laborious
worth & years of rich experience
realized it beautifully before us on
that memorable eve of 5th June
2010.

Long live the P.P. spirit, enthu.,
pep & vigour. Certainly last but not
the least, let us all together bless the
'yuva' generation with our warm
mountainous support, encourage-
ment, suggestions, continuous love,
care & positive concern which
enables them to dart splendidly
ahead the 'P.P.er' way with a richer
blend of modernism & tradition.

ltching already to witness
Pratyush 2011. Luv U, guys! 'Bravo'!
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Pratyush 2010 - An Onlooker’s view!

I'd heard Mayura (Gunjarav Nayak)
describe passionately about the
practices, the arrangements, the
obstacles, the successes with regard to
Pratyush 2009. | was really amazed at
what she along with the entire Yuva
Manch and Prabhu Tarun team had
been able to accomplish. This year, | got
to see first hand all the stuff that goes on
behind the scenes of making such an
event. The moment, we'd decided to visit
India in May, my wife Anushry and
Mayura (her sister) were very keen that
she should in some way take part in
Pratyush 2010. While, | was all for Anu
taking part in the event, | was really
very skeptical how she'd be able to find
time for the rigorous practices and
balance our social commitments.

It all started the second day after
we'd landed. We reached Tilak Mandir
(the venue for all the dance practices)
and waited impatiently for Vishwas Sir
to show up. Meanwhile, his assistants,
Aniket and Shraddha were putting all
the other participants through their
routines. Vishwas Sir did come at last
and began taking these participants to
task. Apparently, quite a few hadn't
been able to make it for a practice
session the previous day and he was
visibly irritated with it. Not much came
off from our introductory meeting with
Vishwas Sir, as he was busy
straightening the steps of folks in some
of the other dances. | remained
skeptical, but somehow Anu had a lot of
patience and confidence that she’'d be

-Akshay Sudeep Kothare

able to take part in some way.

A couple of weeks passed, and still
there was no sign of Anu getting her
chance. We visited Tilak Mandir one of
those evenings. | was really impressed
with Deepak (Suhas Kothare) and
Gunjarav (Vihang Nayak) then. I'm
sure there are/were many others
behind the scenes, but either | don't
know them or didn’t see them there at
the time. These folks after their regular
hectic work day were present at Tilak
Mandir, discussing about the auditorium
bookings, ticketing, finances,
arrangements and other stuff. It's
probably very easy for us to sit back
and be arm-chair critics of someone
else’s work. But, | must admit, it does
take a lot of passion to really volunteer
your time, effort and energy for such a
community event, which can really be a
highly stressful thankless unpaid job.
I've witnessed Deepak and Sanjana
(Deepak Kothare) celebrate their
Wedding Anniversary as well as their
daughter’s birthday at these practices
for Pratyush 2010. For those of us who
tend to be critical of the work done
by volunteers at Prabhu Tarun or from
the Yuva Manch team, I'd only say this:
If you think, you can make a positive
difference, rather than  making
comments and criticisms, pls. come forth
and offer your help/services to these
guys. They'd really welcome help in
any which way. There’s so many
aspects (in the forefront: being
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(Cont from page 4, col 4...)
participants in the skit / dances; in
the  background:  helping  with
arrangements, ticketing, donations,
planning) behind presenting such an
event, I'm sure there is some area

where we can make a difference.

On Friday May 28", Mayura /
Janhavi (Ritesh Kirtikar) called up Anu
saying that ‘Ban than Chali’ was being
choreographed and that she'd be one
of the girls. Since that day and to-date,
I've heard nothing but either ‘ban than
chali’ or about ‘ban than chali’ at home.
In five days, the dance was setup and
Anu felt like it were old days again.
She'd finally be performing on-stage
after a long gap for a ‘jaticha’ function.
Having seen Vishwas Sir (as he’s
fondly called by all) and his assistants,
go after these participants, there was a
quiet confidence that things should turn
out well. Vishwas Sir is quite a task
master when things aren't going right
and knows just the right knobs to turn to
get the best out of his dancers. | mean,
this is a guy, who worked with people
across all age groups. He made our
aunties and if | may take the liberty of
saying it ‘golden oldies’ dance to ‘Shola
Jo Bhadke’ or had all the GenNext kids
dance to ‘Prem Ki Naiyya'. Hats off to

him in making non-dancers groove and
the dancers look like super-stars!!!

Pratyush 2010 was held on June 5™
For those of you who saw it live, I'm
sure you will agree that it was a
FABULOUS SHOW. For those of you,
who couldn’t make it, well, you missed
something special. Hopefully, you can
relive some of the moments, if you can
lay your hands on the DVD from some
members of the families of VIJAY
JAYKAR or JAY VIJAYAKAR or the
bumbling don FUR CAP or some of the
participants in the other dance
sequences. Yes, it was a very nicely
scripted program, which kept us enthused
and engrossed for the entire duration of
the show. While watching the senior
citizens either emote or dance gave us a
sense of pride at their achievement and a
sense of admiration at their skills, seeing
the GenNext kids go about their thing,
gave us hope and confidence of a
brighter tomorrow!!!

Last, but not the least, | think, the
entire team of Prabhu Tarun, Yuva
Manch deserve our STANDING
OVATION and A LOUD APPLAUSE for
successfully presenting Pratyush 2010.
Here's wishing them all the success in
their future endeavors. Looking forward
to the next edition of Pratyush.
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PrabhuTarun,

I attended Prabhu Tarun Yuva
Manch's ~ “Pratyush-2010', on
Saturday June 5, held at
Rangsharada. I belong to the
generatation of Prabhu Tarun where
we had organised “Padgham’' on
similar lines under the guidance of
Vihangmama (late Shri Vihang
Nayak). It revived the memories of
yesteryears once again by attending
Pratyush-2010.

Firstly, I thank the Prabhu Tarun
Board for always believing and
building confidence in the younger
generation. Prabhu Tarun always
givesaplatformto Generation Next'
by publishing their articles in their
monthly magazine, organising a
fun-filled programme like Pratyush
etc. Prabhu Tarun always gives the
guidance and support whenever
neccessary. This approach enables
the young artists in giving the
audienceaflewless Pratyush' witha
dash of professionalism. The most
amazing point I would like to
mention for those who could not
make it to Pratyush 2010 was that it
brought out the inner talent from a
three year old infant upto a seventy
year old granny. T have been in touch
with some of the organisers and
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participantsand have closelyknown
the hurdles they have faced in
puttingup theshowbutwithoutany
complaints they overcame them and
provedonceagain.

"WHERETHEREISAWILL

THERSIEAWAY'

Last but not the least T would
invite others to join in and make it a
repeated successforyearstocome
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JOGESHWARI RESORT

SANITORIUM
Under ISHWARI & VIDYADHAR CHARITABLE TRUST No. 14, Divya Hilltop Cottages,
Nangargaon, LONAVALA.

Fullyfurnished Double Bedroom Hall & Kitchen Units Equipped with Gas, Stove, Utensils
andRefrigeratorsavailable ondaily charge basis.
SpecialconcessionsavailableonrequestforWomens'and Children'sInstitutions,Aged, Disabledorfor
otherjustifiablereasonsandmedical certificates. Bookingmade onphoneasbelow. Also available, at

the Mumbaiaddress, Wheel Chair, Walkers, Crutches, againstrefundable deposits only.

PRAMILA & MADHUKAR TALPADE

102, "PRIYA" Raviraj Oberoi Complex, SABT. V. Lane,
New Link Road,Andheri(W), Mumbai-400 053.
Tel.:26303902/26303906  Mobile:9821447675
Booking Mobile: 09823884094/09422543614
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