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Aren’'twe the blessed ones?To
be living in times of advanced
technology, to have the world in
your living room or carry the world
viayour Blackberryinyour pocket
quite literally. What comes next?
Competition. Switch on the
television and ‘n’ number of news
channelsarevyingwitheachother
to provide real news to us and at
other times when there is lack of
any earth shattering news even
passing off mundane, trifle
happenings as Breaking News. In
thisone-upmanshiprace, whatwe
gettoseeislive videos of terrorist
attacks, burning  buildings,
suicide victims and the list is
endless. The TV channels are
falling over each other trying to
show as much gore as possible.
Notonly doesit scare and disgust
theviewers,italsorobsthe dead of
the dignity they deserve. Benefit?
We stay tuned into the
happenings around the world
24X7.Sowhathappenstotheage
old media, figuratively speaking,
thenewspapers?

I'm sure majority of people if
asked for their morning ritual will
testify that a morning newspaper
alongwithacupofteasignifiesthe
start of a new day. Newspapers
are animportant accessory ofthe
breakfasttable.Allalongtheyears
we have turnedto newspapers for
news and entertainment.
Newspapers kept reinventing
themselves over periodtocaterto
awidespectrumofreaders.Dueto
the continuing change of views
and preferences of our society,
newspapers have taken on
different roles in order to satisfy
these changes. We had agony
aunts and horoscope reading
make up for some funny and
pleasurable moments. As per my

mom, the newspaper has to be
readat7inthemorningorelseshe
gets restless. Often wonder if the
news changes if read in the latter
partoftheday.

| have been a loyal reader of
Timesofindiasince childhoodand
have witnessed the newspaper
evolving over the years. So what
did the newspapers do when our
lives were taken over by 24X7
streaming news on the news
channels? They too entered the
race. What we were subjected to
thenwasgory pictures ofaccident
victims or bloodied bodies with
bulletholes. Nowthe papers have
the potential of surprising us at
breakfastwithfront-pageorinside
photos of the gory images. The
morning cup of tea threatens to
return back the same way it went
downourthroats. We oftenreadin
the newspapers about movie
scenes being edited to avoid
getting anAcertificate. Butwho is
going to censor the newspaper
content. Shouldn’t they too be
classified as A(dult) reading only.
Sometimes these pictures are
blurred, supposedly to maintain
sanctity and dignity, but they too
leave little toimagination. We want
children today to be updated with
the news around the world but can
we really ask them to pick up a
newspaper and read through
knowingthateverydayoftheweek,
mainstream newspapers show
extreme pictures of violence and
depictbloodshedwithoutrestraint.

We do thank the newspapers
for giving us news. We have also
seen the results of some
campaigns undertaken by the
newspapers in recent times like
the Teach India moment (TOI
undertaking)andthe campaignto

(contonpage2,col.2)
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expose the water mafia. Also the
newspapers played an important
roleinbuilding pressureandfinally
ex-DGP SPS Rathore was
sentenced. There are many more
such heart warming stories in
which the newspapers played a
pivotalpartand have hadapositive
impact on the society. However
what is disturbing is the sight of
gory pictures. It is a sickening
picture of reality, but does it serve
any purpose? According to the
printmedia's code of conduct, itis
unethical to present news or
photos which violate the human
dignity of people in the news. The
press are required to strictly
protect the rights of children,
women and the underprivileged
and prohibited from presenting
material that violates the public's
sense of decency. Seems like few
care. But why should it anger or
saddenus? Should we wonderifit
has anything to do with the
economic crunch and political
upheavals which shut our hearts,

our minds while intensifying our
killer instincts and individualistic
escapism? We also should
guestion our own lack of moral
outrage which allows the mass
media to get away with murder.
Not only with the use of gory
pictures of fatal accidents and
dead people, but also for playing
God by judging who is right and
wrong in the news while
perpetuating ultra-nationalism,
racism and gender prejudices
which further deepens social
inequality and injustice. Such is
the power of the pen. But this
power should not be abused.
News may be nasty, and the
media cannot whitewash it. But if
theprintmediahastohavehopein
this hi-fi era, the thin line between
news and sensationalism mustbe
retained. Its time for the media to
exercise self regulation and
become accountable foritself. So
let's always keep the old age
adage in mind “A blow with aword
strikes deeper than a blow with a
sword”.
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Tngether Towards Tomorrow

A Profile In Courage

Interviewed by Ranjan Khanderao Vijayakar

Anjali
Gumaste
(formerly
Shobhna
Vasant
NanujiDesai)
grand -
daughter of
Shivshankar
Wasudeo Talpade, one of the
pillars of our community and one of
the founder members of Prabhu
Tarun was born in a middle class
Pathare Prabhufamily.

Shehaslivedaninterestinglife.
Well educated and always
bubbling with unbridled
enthusiasm, Shobhnatai strived
hard to rise above her
circumstances. By the sheer dint
of her persistent efforts, she
climbed up the ladder of success
invariousfields.

At a crucial moment in her life
she faced, what seemed at that
time, insurmountable difficulties.
How she overcame that situation
and triumphed over her travails |
was keento know. Thisis her story
in her very own words about her
struggle againstallodds.

Recently Shobhnatai visited
India from USA after sixteen long
years. Having met her in the US,
and having enjoyed her fabulous
hospitality, | met her and asked
her afew questions. Her thoughts
should be an eye-opener to you,
readers.

Q: You have returned to
India after sixteen long years.
How does it feel to be back
among all your loved ones
aftersuchalongperiod?

A: Sixteen years is a very long
time and to be back after such a
long duration is not only exciting
but the joy is overwhelming. |
cannotexpressinwords how | felt
when | saw my mother, sister,
sister-in-law, mama, nephew,
niece, and my cousins with their
children.

Q: What, if any major
changes that you notice
between the time you left in
1993andtoday?

A: 1993 was the year of
extreme turmoil, Mumbai being
rocked by bomb blasts greatly
affecting Worli, Prabhadevi and
Dadar where | had lived and the
situationwas verytense with Babri
Masijid issue still fresh in the
minds ofpeople.

Q: When you left India in
1993, what was your aim or
purposeingoingto USA?

A: My economic situation at

home and the unavailability of job
opportunitiesforced me totake up
ajobinUSA.

Q: Tell us alittle about your
childhood and your
educational background.

A:lhadaveryhappychildhood.
Although financially we were not
sowell off, the love thatmy parents
bestowed on us was enough to
pullus out of all difficult situations.
We had no money evento pay my
college entrance fees which were
initially paid by my friend Rajani
Hate. Later, | got a job in Bombay
Port Trust and did my college and
job simultaneously. | graduated
and did my Law at Siddharth
College and Masters at Bombay
University.

| have severalfond memories of
my childhood, particularly of
Ganapati festival, Diwali and all
other festivals which were
celebrated with great enthusiasm
and gusto by ourfamily.

Q: Andin 1967 you met your
life partner. How?

A: | met my life partner when |
was working with the Institute of
Architects. He was doing printing
ofourhouse magazine.

Q: After marriage you
continued to pursue your
career or did you chart a
differentcourse?

A: After marriage | continued
working and my husband fully
supported and cooperated with
me. Without his helpitwould have
been very difficult to continue as
my job demanded lot of travelling
all over India for Seminars,
conferences and other council
meetings.

Q: I remember  you
conducted very successful
South Asian trips. | almost
joined one. Tell us something

aboutthatphase.
A: My foray in the travel
industry  started by sheer

accident. | was working on my
Ph.Dtoqualifyfor Dy. Directorship
at the Chetana Institute of
Management & Research. The
subject of my thesis was
"International Tourism and its
impact on Human Behaviour". |
was so fascinated with the travel
industry that | started arranging
small groups with TCI and finally
ventured out on my own. We
organised trips around India, bi-
monthly to S.E. Asia and Dubai,
annual trips to Europe and USA.
We were extremely successful
until the Kashmir trips, for which
we had bookedfood - hotelshadto

be cancelled due to war, followed
by Dubai trips due to Kuwait war,
thus affecting our business
tremendously with no support
fromanyquarters.

Q: When did you decide to
gotoUSAandwhy?

A: Once the business started
to deteriorate, | was struggling to
meet my business and home
expenses. To add to these
problems not only did me and my
husband not receive any moral
support from the very people
whom we considered close,
except my mother and handful of
my cousins who stood by me, but
were severely criticized and
defamed untilwe were completely
ostracized by family and friends.
The stress was too much for my
husband to bear and he passed
away duetoasevere heartattack.
The loss was unbearable for me
and mytwo children.

Having bigloansandnomeans
to supportmy family, I finally found
ajobinUSA.

Q: What was your first
impression of US in those
days?

A: Although | had travelled to
America earlier, this time it was
not pleasure trip at all! 1 was
extremely depressed and didn’t
notice much in my first year.
Gradually, lwas ableto appreciate
the goodness of this country
where everyoneiswelcome.

Q: What were the difficulties
you and your children
Dnyanesh and Dnyanada
encountered in those days? |
know you faced some tough
timesbackthen.

A:Aslhad comeontouristvisa,
to get a job was very difficult. |
managed to get one at the Gas
Stationwhichhadverylonghours.
| opened the station at 5.00 A.M.
which means | had to leave my
home at 4.30 A.M. walking the
distance of ¥2 mile in snow and
pitch dark to reach on time. After
having worked for full day | had to
closethe stationat11.00 P.M.and
thenreachhome.

Dnyanesh who was barely
16years joined me after couple of
months. He worked 3 jobs to help
me pay my loans first at the Gas
station in the morning from
5.30a.m.to 10.30a.m. later at the
pharmacy from 11.00a.m. to
5.00p.m. and in the evening at a
restaurant till midnight. My
daughter Dnyanada who was
doing her internship in Bombay at
the Vile Parle Homeopathy
Hospital came in November 1994,
after paying all our dues which we
earned with hard work to the bank
thusrelieving our guarantors. After

thatthere was noturning back.

Q: Did you ever feel
defeated and want to return to
India?

A: Never once did | get the
feeling of defeat, mostly because
of my children who stood like
pillars firmly by my side. Even
during hardships I always tried to
stay positive for my kids. | always
felt that one has to face ups and
downs to know the world. | taught
my children not to blame or have
any ill feelings for anyone but be
nice, kind and respectful to
everyone.

Q: What was the turning
pointinyour stay in US? When
youfeltthat‘yeslcandoit’?

A: Day one, | had full
confidence in me, may be
because of my two children who
always supported me. No doubt,
destiny plays a major role in your
life, but accompanied by hard
work and positive approach you
can minimise the hardship to a
greatextentandreachthegoal.

Q: Many Pathare Prabhus
have enjoyed your warm and
loving hospitality and that
includes my family too. What
do you feel when people come
fromIndiatovisityou?

A:lam extremely happy when
people come to my house. After
all, except for my children, | have
noimmediaterelativesinUSAand
therefore anyone coming frommy
hometownislike Diwalifor me.

Q:Letusturntothepresent—
your son Dnyanesh has
established himselfin USA and
so has your daughter
Dnyanada. Tell us about them.

A: My two children Dnyanada
and Dnyanesh are my most
valuable assets. Without their
supportlwouldhave collapsed.

My son Dnyanesh is in
Corporate Travel Industry catering
to the CEOs of Fortune 500
companies.

My daughter Dnyanada is
working with United Nations
Children Fund. Both are happily
married and have children of their
own. Dnyanesh is currently
establishingbusinessinindia.

Q: And now about a topic
dear to your heart — your
grandchildren. Tell us about
them.

A: Dnyanada’s daughter
Shweta has turned 5 years on 14™
Jan, 2010. Dnyanesh’s daughter
Suhaana is now 5 years and son
Aryan is 18 months. Just like any
grandparentmyliferevolvesaround
my grandchildren and nothing is
more enjoyable than spending
mostof mytime withthem.

(Conton...page5,col.1)
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Q: Do you feel that your
children and grandchildren
maintain their separate
identity as Indians? | know you
celebrate all Hindu festivals
with muchgusto.

A:Since mydaughter—in-lawis
Punjabi, we speak Marathi, Hindi
and Punjabiathome, sothe grand
kids have picked up all three
languages.Also, we performpooja
daily at home in the morning and
celebrate major Indian festivals
such as ganesh chaturthi, raksha
bandhan, dassera, diwali, etc. my
grandchildrenaretrulyembedded
inourculture.

The biggest festival in our
house is Ganesh Chaturthi which
is traditionally celebrated for 7
days followed by Gauri Poojan.
Both my grand-daughters know
the gayatri mantra and couple of
ganpatiaartis by heart.

Q: Many among our young
adults dream  about a
successful and secure life in
USA. What is your message or
advicetothem?

A: Life in USAis not easy. You
havetoworkveryhardtomaintain
acomfortablelifestyle. Atpresent,
USeconomyisincrisisandfacing
serious problems. On the

contrary, life in India is far better
than USA. Your jobs are not
secure and full of stress. For
professionals, Indiaisabetterbet.

Q. Besides your mother,
sister and other closerelatives
what is that you miss most in
USA that you would like to
enjoy in Mumbai presently?

A: What | love in USA is
cleanliness, discipline, sense of
time and most important
patriotism.

What | miss is the warmth.
Neighbours in India are ready to
help each other which | notice at
my mother’s house, in USAthatis
lacking to some extent. Except
my immediate neighbours, | have
notspokento anyone forthelast5
years. Therefore, myrecentvisitto
India was full of joy and passion.
The whole trip was a memorable
one.

RKV: well, thank you so much
for your candid and thought
provoking ideas. | am sure each
person who reads this will learn a
lotfromyourexperiences andtake
courage to take bold decisions as
you have done so successfully.
Your views should serve as
inspiration to many young
readers. Thank you, and hope we
meetagain.
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PtSujan Ranemesmerises

at KalaAcademy

A large number of foreign
nationals attended the music
concert of Pt Sujan Rane, held at
the Black Box, Kala Academy
complex on January 28 under the
“Swarangan' programme of the
Academy. The enthralling vocal
recital by Pt Rane mesmerised
the audiences with the display of
music belonging to the Kirana
Gharana, to which the vocalist
belongs.

Pt Rane maintained that
emotions form key aspect of the
Kirana Gharanamusic, withnotso
much importance given to the
technicalities in singing. The
audiences were treated to
renditions in various raags in
Indian classical music, besides
Natya Sangeet and Bhakti
Sangeet. Dayanidhesh Kosambe
and Subhas Fatarpekar
accompanied on tabla and
harmonium, respectively.

Pt Rane has his initial training
in music under the guidance of Pt
Govind Prabhu of Gwalior
Gharana, followed by tutelage
under ptFiroz Dastur, the doyen of
Kirana Gharana. The vocalisthas
also performed in prestigious
music festivals such as Ustad
Abdul Karim Khan Music Festival,
Miraj. Furthermore, he has acted
in stage musicals like
“Manapman'and Samshaykallol.'
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% Mr. Yash Anand Talpade has been

nominted as the bestoperations person for
the year 2009 in "Candid', an event

management Company.Congratulations

Trustees:

JOGESHWARI RESORT

SANITORIUM
Under ISHWARI & VIDYADHAR CHARITABLE TRUST No. 14, Divya Hilltop Cottages,
Nangargaon, LONAVALA.

Fullyfurnished Double Bedroom Hall & Kitchen Units Equipped with Gas, Stove, Utensils
andRefrigeratorsavailable ondaily charge basis.
SpecialconcessionsavailableonrequestforWomens'and Children'sInstitutions,Aged, Disabledorfor
otherjustifiablereasonsandmedical certificates. Bookingmade onphoneasbelow. Also available, at

the Mumbaiaddress, Wheel Chair, Walkers, Crutches, againstrefundable deposits only.

PRAMILA & MADHUKAR TALPADE

102, "PRIYA" Raviraj Oberoi Complex, SABT. V. Lane,
New Link Road,Andheri(W), Mumbai-400 053.
Tel.:26303902/26303906  Mobile:9821447675
Booking Mobile: 09823884094/09422543614
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