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Indian Summer

-Vaijayanti Kirtikar
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Summer...the most prominent
season in the Indian calendar.
What comes to your mind when
you think of summer? Blistering
heat, sweat running down your
brow, uff the unwanted tan? Or do
you mentally make a checklist of
all the cool things that are on the
horizon of this hot season? The
cuckoo song, warm and luscious
mangoes, cool thirst quenchers,
summer dresses, beautiful hats,
longer days, cold showers,
youngsters totally free from
exam tension and many more
desirable things?

Just like the other seasons,
summer too has its pros and
cons. But why think of the cons,
when everyday you have to cross
so many hurdles regardless of
which season it is. The best way
to enjoy this season is to start
enjoying the frills attached with it.
To start with, make a list of all the
fun things you would like to do
this summer, visit hill station
getaways, get creative and make
your own cool drinks, throw
parties under the evening sky, get
the cool haircut you always
wanted, get tattooed, learn to
play the guitar a la Bryan Adams
in the song ‘Summer of 69’, gear
up for Pratyush or simply switch
on the AC and curl under your
sheet with your favourite
paperback. The next step would
be to start actually living the
things on your summer list. Voila,
you will be enjoying summer
much to your neighbour's envy
who must be wondering why you
so love the sweat under your
collar. Of course there are other
simpler ways to arouse the
curiosity of your neighbor, the
easiest would be to keep smiling
like a Cheshire cat and leave your

neigbour wondering which mouse
you have just gulped.

Luckily for us the biggest
cricket season is here too. Now
who on earth is going to feel the
heat when you are busy cheering
for your favourite players. So this
interesting game takes almost 3
months burden of bearing the
heat off our shoulders. That
leaves us with just a few days
here and there in between. | am
sure with so many ideas floating
in your head, it wouldn’'t take
much time to make the summery
pulp and enjoy it as well.

| just finished reading Harper
Lee’'s old classic "To Kill a
Mocking Bird". The book
describes the journey of growing
up through the innocent mind of a
little girl Jean Louise and her
much silly summer exploits with
her sibling and friend. Itis strange
that as time passes, even the
gravest of situations we have
faced appear silly to us later. Just
like Jean Louise, maybe this
summer is the time to reminisce
those past summers when some
silly things were warded off by
you as grave dangers. Share
them with your co-participants or
partners in crime and have a
hearty laugh at it. Better idea
would be to start writing your
autobiography, you never know if
the prophecy of the 2012 disaster
does come true, your diary might
be the only survivor after the end
of the world, and maybe when
history is being rewritten in a new
world, your diary will be found and
will be regarded as the holy
manuscript.

Now if my ideas are getting
weirder with every line, probably
the "Mumbai" heat is getting to
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me. Guess | need to actually put
all my ideas into action. | am
going to start with the
autobiography idea, anything for
some promise of probable fame.
Now that | have mentioned
Mumbai, | just had an argument
with a friend when | happened to
mention Bombay instead of
Mumbai during our conversation.
Well, I am proud to be a
Mumbaikar, and it was just a slip
of the tongue when Bombay
peeped through, but when | was
subjected to an adverse reaction,
likening my slippery tongue to
Kasab’s gun, | had to remind my
dear friend that the fact is that |
was born in Bombay and | have
spent 15 years of growing up in
Bombay, so many summers and
so many of all the other seasons
spent in Bombay and no one can
take that away from me. In my
memory, Bombay was a much
better place to live in than today’s
Mumbai, the childhood summers
were much more fun than those
now. Summers then were not
about the blistering sun, only
about vacations and mangoes.
But everyone is entitled to his
opinion.

Ah summer summer!! 40 °C
has made me dedicate this entire
piece of writing to the Mumbai
summer of 2011.

P.S: APassing Thought—"The
most important thing in life is your
family. There are days you love
them, and others you don't. But,
in the end, they're the people you
always come home to.
Sometimes it's the family you're
born into and sometimes it's the
one you make for yourself."

(What's this got to do with
summer? Even I'mtrying to figure
it out, but the heat is not allowing
me to be rationale, naa forget it, |
better get back to writing my
autobiography)
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TOURISM INDUSTRY IN INDIA

Rohan Rane is the  Business
Director of Orbitz Corporate &
Leisure Travels (I) Pvt . Ltd. He has
18 years of experience in the
tourism  industry and  was
previously working as Executive
Director with Wanderlust. His core
areas of specialization are Business
Development, Customer Centric
Initiatives, Strategic ~ Market
Planning, Inventory Management,
Product Development & Innovative
Verticals of Business, Human
Resource Management,
International Liasons & Contracts,
etc. He is a member of SKAL
International Association of Travel
& Tourism Professionals and
Maratha Chamber of Commerce &
Industries &  PCSIA. His
achievements include Best Business
Model Award in 2006 and Best
Revenue Management Award in
2011.

Tourismindustry today in Indiais atits
peak boom. Both Inbound & outbound
tourism is increasing at a pace of 40%
p.a.Anincreasing number of Indians are
frequently traveling out for Business &
Leisure strongly majorly due to the
significant rise in the middle income level &
also the arrival of low cost airlines &
Innovative pricing policies.

There are various sectors in tourism
which are blAtional & Domestic Group or
Individual Holidays, Inbound tourism,
Business Tours, Study Tours. Unique
concepts like Medical Tourism, Sports
Tourism, Cultural Tourism & Adventure
Tourism, are growing on a fantabulous
note.

Unique & off beat destinations are
picking up, apart from the traditional
destinations of Far East, Europe & Dubai.
International Destinations like The
Meditarean, Egypt, Greece,
Scandinavia, South America, Hawaii,
New Zealand, Ireland, Japan & China
are now indemand.

Realizing the immense potential and
future growth of the Tourism & Hospitality
sector, major Hotel Chains, Airlines &
Cruise companies are dynamically
increasing  their infrastructure &
inventories, through huge investments &
massive  expansion plans. Major
mergers, acquisitions of  Travel
Companies, Hotel &Airlines are in news.

Itis alsoimportantthat the industry with

- Rohan Rane
such a northward growth rate comes in
tune with application of technology. To
meet the demands of the market,
application of technology is the priority
agenda of majority of the tour companies.
| am happy to say that majority of the
Industry players are using world class
standards, as far as the use of technology
is concerned in all segments of
operations.

The online Business Module has
further elevated the industry dynamism &
growth, with world class operators
mushrooming in this segment through
massive investments.

The Tourism ministry-Govt.of India,
has also initiated several projects &
promotional  campaigns,  through
participation at several International
tourism Road show & conventions, thus
getting India as a destination highlighted
onthe International Circuit.

ORBITZ Corporate & Leisure Travels
(I') Pvt Ltd introduces a new era in the
Travel Industry , by bringing world class
services to the Indian traveler across all
segments which include Trade Fairs
Tours, Conferences ,Study
Tours,Exhibitions,Corporate  Incentive
Tours, Premium Internationl Holidays,
Premium Indian Holidays & Individual
Travel Services, Operating from a
network of 19 offices in India & Offices in
Europe & Middle East, housing the most
professional team of 350 travel
consultants. We are committed to
providing superlative services to the
traveler by integrating world class travel
solutions at the best value. We are
powered by the latest & world class
technology & constantinnovations in our
product line.

Students wishing to pursue their
careers intourism have several avenues
open for them now, in terms of Tour
companies, Airlines, Travel Agencies,
with a wide range of choice of segments
for specialization. Over the last 04 years
there has been a terrific increase in the
remuneration packages in the tourism
sector, matching to any industry
standards. More & more students are
selecting Travel & Tourism as their career
path, including MBAs.

| would conclude by saying that the
tourism industry is driven by passion. You
need to be a people’s personto be a part
of this beautiful industry. Come join the
travel boomwhich s here to stay.
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What's in the Name?

| do not wish to debate this subject
being too complex for my brains.
However, | am sure all the community
members of PP will concur if | say our
Surnames are too heavy for
pronunciation for people other than PP.
Of course, there is no slightest intention
on my part to suggest we PP members
should not feel proud of our age-old
surnames while facing the world at
large. On the contrary, | always believe
there is a great pride attached to being
a member of PP community and the
unique surnames we all share.

Our surnames such as Jayakars,
Vijayakars, Dhurandhars, Dhairyavans
etc. are no doubt, quite intriguing and
unfamiliar ~ for  outsiders.  One
Mr.Dharadhar called me one day and in
my absence my servant happened to
attend the call. He later narrated that
someone by the name Catch-catch or
Pakada-pakada called earlier. Why go
that far? My own surname Mankar is
always mis-pronounced phonetically as
Manke/Mankus/Mankame etc. | have
become quite immune to such mishaps.
For convenience sake | shorten my
name as Ajit and that of Tejasweeni as
Sweeni and this works far well.

During my New Zealand trip early
this year, our hosts in Auckland
enthusiastically booked our party of two
couples, on a fascinating sight-seeing
trip of the northern-most tip of the country
called Cape-Rianga. It is a long journey
from Auckland totalling a drive of over
900 kms. by bus. One is, therefore,
required to break the journey at a well-
developed tourist town called Pahia
which is roughly about mid-way. We
were cautioned by our hosts that we
must not miss the 2 hour speed-boat sea
ride at Pahia, at any cost, which takes
the tourists through the Hole in the Rock.
We were also warned that there is a
tremendous rush for the sailings as the
boat capacity is hardly limited to 15
persons per evening.

The moment the bus stopped at
Pahia at 10 AM, | jumped off and as a
seasoned Mumbaikar, ran like mad,
hunting for the booking office for tickets of
the boat-ride, beating all other
passengers of the bus. The booking
office was manned by Gary, a very
mischievous, cheerful and talkative
young man, an ideal friendly character
for the touristic liaison. It took hardly a
minute to become friends. The ticket of
the boat ride was NZ $ 20/-each. |
handed over to Gary a note of NZ $
100/-for 4 tickets totally costing NZ $ 80/
-, For issuing the ticket Gary asked me
a tricky question as to what is my name.
Now, | knew very

-Ajit Mankar

well what is in the name in a foreign
land? To avoid complications, as per my
normal experience,

| simply said "AJIT". Gary was very
much pleased with my name. To my
surprise, he said he

knows 2 more Ajits whom he had
taken on the boat-ride earlier. They
were Ajit Wadekar and

Ajit Agarkar who happened to visit
Pahia during some festival cricket games
and Gary being an

ardent lover of cricket had befriended
himself with these 2 Indian cricketing
legends. In the end Gary handed me
over 4 tickets with residual cash. |
promptly rushed back to join our party
waiting for me. While checking the tickets
and tallying the cash | realized that,
inadvertently, while being engaged in
small talk, Gary handed me over NZ $
120/- instead of just $ 20/-he was
supposed to do.

I had to rush back to the office once
again about half a km away. However
by then there was a long orderly queue
of the ticket seekers formed in the office.
The dilemma was how to rush to Gary
to return the excess change, as abroad
no one appreciates and tolerates
jumping of the queue. To my good luck,
Gary noticed me standing in the queue
again and signaled me to come to his
glass cubical from the back door. |
explained the error and returned to
Gary a note of NZ $ 100/-

Gary was so thrilled; he thanked me
and was all praise for my honesty, and
sincerity in taking the trouble of
covering some distance to return the
excess cash to the Govt. treasury.
Besides acknowledging the good deed
loudly in public, he quietly asked for my
surname. | told Gary not to insist about
knowing my surname as the same is
quite complex for his tongue and further
quoting the proverb” what's in the
name?" But Gary was adamantly
saying he wanted to by-heart my
surname so that he could remember me
like Wadekar and Agarkar, for ever.
Finally, after a little hesitation, | was
compelled to disclose my surname as
Mankar. As  expected, Gary
reproduced my name to sound like
Man-Khar !

| wish, God gives me another
opportunity to visit New Zealand one
more time, of course, not to test Gary if
he still remembers my name, but simply
to enjoy this beautiful country and its
friendly people all over again. Long and
short is, after all, who cares for the
name? At least as far as | am concerned,
| sincerely do not believe "What's in the
Name", eh!... What says you?
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Dr. MedhaDhurandhar
Center for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), Pune-411007.

Position AtCDAC:

@ Director CDAC School of Advanced Computing, Mauritius

@ Head of Programme Coordinator: High performance Business
Computing Group & Geomatics Solution Development Group, Pune

@ Chief Corporate Coordinator for all centres of CDAC: IT Ministry's
Projects for North East

@ Head of SoftwareEngineeringProcess Group,CDAC

Cross-disciplinary Expertise: Developed/delivered projects/products in
the interdisciplinary areas of Mathematics, Operation Research, Computer
Science, Healthcare, Computational Finance deploying Software
Engineering Quality systems. Major contribution in developing business
intelligence software tools addressing real-world problems through
interdisciplinary approach.

Chief Architect: Involved in all the phases of software Development Life
Cycle of R&D and commercial projects. Conceived and executed multiple
projects for different verticals such as Health Care, Financial services,
Transport, Telecom. Obtained grants from national government from Indian
and overseas markets. Managed large teams and multiple projects
simultaneously.

AreasofSpecialization:

Optimization techniques, Business Intelligence using mathematical
modeling, Artificial Intelligence, Design and Development of algorithms,
Parallel Processing, Data Mining

Education

Ph.D. (Mathematics- Graph Theory and Combinatorial Analysis)- India
PostdoctoralresearchatUnversity Collegeof Cardiff (UK), TIFR,lISCetc.
Memberofmanyinternational societies

International Recognition:
= Marquis Who's Who (USA) has featured biographical sketch in the
following publication:

@ Who'sWhoinWaorld

@ Who's Whoin Science and Engineering

@® Who'sWhoinAsia

= As an Advisor to WHO (World Health Organization) presented a
paper in the international conference “"Public Health Informatics 08", Sep.
17-19,2008, Seattle, USA

RecentAwards:

@ Fedration of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI)
award for “Excellence in Science, Technology & Technological
Innovation”, 2009-10

@ Gargee Award 2009" by Sri Ramanujan Mission Trust (Chennai),
International Multiversity, and Mahesh Group of Indusries for
contribution to society through technology.

@ Innovations 2009: Ideas into Practice” award by Tie Foundation
andlIT

Intellectual Property Rights:
Several USA and Indiian Patents, Several Copyrights, Several International
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¢ Julie Ajinkya completed her
B.A. in political Science (magna
cum laude honors) from Amnerst
College in 2003. In 2008 she did
her M.A. in Political Science (with
distinction) from cornell
University. Soon afterwards, in
2011, she completed her Ph.D. in
Political Science, also at cornell
University. Her Doctoral
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Shingdya- With Kheema and Chicken Filling

Ingradients:

For the crust-Maida 250 gm.,
Ghee 50 gm., Rice flour 50 gm.
For the Kheenma Filling- Mince
250 g., Onions 2 medium size,
Ginger/Garlic paste 2tbs., Cijilli
powder 2 tsp., Tirmeric Poder half
tsp., Oil one 7 half tsp., salt to
taste, Corrinder- half bunch

For Chicken Filling- Half
Chicken boiled & shredded,
Maida-2 tsp., Butter-1 tsp., Milk-
100ml., Grean Chillies-2 cut into
pieces, salt to taste.

Method:

To make Crust- In a flat plate take
the ghee and keep spreading it
with the flat of your palm till it
changes colour to white. Then
add the rice flour and keep
spreading till smooth. Take a
vessel half filled with water. Make
small balls of ghee and drop into
the vessel. The balls should float.
Now knead maida with water and
oil till soft. Keep covered under

—Aishwarya Velkar

moist cloth for at leasr 3 hours.
Make small balls of maida. Roll
one by one like Chapatis, put
ghee and spread. Layer 3
chapatis like this. Roll and cut
lengthwise into small pieces. Roll
out each into an oval shaped with
your palm. Put filling, close like a
shingdi.
Preheat oven at 200 OC. Bake
shingdyas for 20 mins. or till top
is slightly pinkish and crusty.
Kheema Feeling: Put all
ingredients in a vessel. Cover lid
with water and cook for 30 mins.
The Kheema should be almost
dry. Kheemais ready to be filled.
Chicken filling:- Take some
butter in a pan. Heat and put
maida. Saute for some time. Put
chillies, salt. Pour milk and keep
stirring till it thickens like cusard.
Add the shredded chicken, mix
and remove from flame. Chicken
is ready for filling.
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