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Assistance or Coincidence?

As a young man just passed
out of the University,| joined the

services of a multina-
tional organisation having its
head-quarters in  Geneva,
Switzerland. Our Mumbai

operations were headed by a
Swiss boss named Eichenbuger.
He was a World War Il veteran.
Immediately after the war, he
joined the company at an young
age of 30,and managed to getthe
plum posting of overall
incharge initially in Pakistan for 5
years.In 1952, atthe age of 35, he
took the mantle of the company's
Indian operations.Obviously, he
had very good connections in
Geneva, as well as with the then
Indian Government.lt was said
that he had some close links with
the then Defence Ministry.

He was a bachelor all through
out his life.As an army man he
was avery strictdisciplinarianand
would tolerate no non-sense. No
need to say,he was a great terror
for all the staff.When | joined in
1969,he had already put in 17
uninterrupted years in Indian
operations and having reached
the age of 52 years,| noticed all
the officers and staff were praying
for early completion of histermin
India.Every one was wondering
then as to how the ministry of
home affairs had granted him
permissionto stayinIndiafor such
a long period,when the statutory
limit of stay for aforeign national in
India then was just restricted to 4
yearsforall.

Being a Swiss boss,his life-
stylewas like aKing at Company
expense. He was entitled to all the
privileges free of cost such as a
lavish air-conditioned bunglow on
Juhu sea-front,fleet of cars,no
dearth of servants, membership of
the Wellingdon Club at Mahalaxmi
to play Golf all through out the
week-end and whatnot?

For the people working under
him,he was an absolute ruthless
miser offering no prospects of
promotions/increments etc.. All
the time he used to remain aloof
from the world around him.He
used to talk in the office,with a
poker face, only to his old swiss
lady Secretary, thattooin German
language, so that no one can
understand ABC of it.

He was such a whimsical and
self-centred person that he never

- Ajit Mankar

tolerated even the slightest mis-
spelling of his name by outsiders,
leave alone other clerical
errors.He had specially got a
wooden show case crafted and
hung just besides his cabin
door,and used to occasionally
come out of the cabin to fix the
cutting of small paper chits
displaying his mis-spelled name
by the clients.For him this public
display was a big joke.Such a
crazy personhewas.

During his long tenure,the
Company did not do much
progress because of his lack of
business  acumen.His  only
interest in holding the post was
that he was eligible to receive
commission on sales.Therefore,
he was always busy counting his
chickens in the cabinand
remitting the proceeds promptly
to his personal bank account in
Switzerland.

However,a few years later in
1976 ,atthe age of 59 years,when
he had completed 24 years of
service in India and as there was
just 1 year left for him to formally
retire from service, his stars
appeared to be slowly sliding from
bad to worse.One day,early
morning, a small group of people
depicting would be clients arrived
15 minutes before
the commencement of office
hours and waited patiently to meet
Mr.Eichenbuger.

Thatday, an ever punctual Big
Swiss Boss happened to miss his
sharp time of arrival for the first
timein hislife, as he slippedinthe
bath-room and required medical
attention to his injuries on the
forehead before leaving home for
office.

As he settled down,he sentthe
word through the Secretary calling
the clients in his cabin for
discussions.To his surprise,the
visitors were no others but the
sleuths from the central agency.
Immediately, his passport was
impounded, files taken into
custody, office sealed and he was
rushed home.The bunglow was
searched and within a couple of
days he was put on the plane
packing off to Switzerland for
good.There was no second
chance given to himeven to
bid adieutothe staff.

Ashortwhile later,a few of our
laboratory scientists attended a

conference in  Genevain
1976,and learnt that an option
was given to the ex-boss either
toretireimmediately,or take any
assignment that is available at
thattime, as itwas clear by then
that he had fallen from favour of
the top Swiss management.For
reasons best known to him,he
opted for the  second
option.Accordingly,he was given
a clerical job to man inward and
outward mailanddumpedintoa
smallcorner ofthe office.Aclear
humiliationindeed!

A few days later a short
message on the teleprinter for
the Indian operations read that
Mr.Eichenbuger is no more
connected with the
Multinational Organisation as
his services have already been
terminated without assigning
anyreasons.

Later,it became known
that the beans spilled by the
Naziwar criminal Adolf Eichman
during his trial in Israel in 1961
had made a passing remark of
involvement of war crimes by
Mr.Eichenbuger and a few
others still absconding
somewhere and since then
the western agencies were on
the hunt of these criminals.This
is howhe was trapped in
the Genevaoffice andtakeninto
custody by Inter pole for
investigations priorto atrial.

As the fate would have it,in
1977, the Big Boss of Indian
operations jumped to  his
tragic death from the third floor
office of Inter pole in Geneva
while being taken to the room
for interrogation. By committing
timely suicide, he managed to
avoid passing further
evidence to the agencies and
thus the case had to be closed
most abruptly.

The reason  why I
remembered all this at this
juncture after so many years,is
because there is a similarity of
circumstances between this
case and that of Bin Laden
recently killed by Americans
while in a hide-outin Pakistan.A
lot many fingers point with
suspicion that certain elements
of security agencies in Pakistan
were behind Bin Laden being
given safe-heaven in Pakistan
for as many as 6 years.

| wish to ask my readers if
they suspect foul played
knowingly by our own agencies
too by giving safe heaven to the
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Proud Moment

The film 'GREATER
ELEPHANT' produced under
the Enter Guerrilla Films
Mateeyao Productions has
won the JURY AWARD in the
Dramatic Competition at the
South Asian International Film
Festival 2011, New York. The
flm was of 114 minutes
duration. The Producer and
Associate Director was
Prerana Mankar and Directed
by Srinivas Sunderrajan.

Congratulations Prerana
Mankar, and may you reach
many more heights of
success.

notorious war criminal for 24 long
years in India against the law of
this country ? Do you think some
Swiss elements were also siding
with him all these years? Please
apply your mind and think over
if the lapse in this case can be
termed Assistance or
Coincidence?

Well, My Dear Readers, your
guessisasgoodasmine!!

*
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Flying out of home
In a house with no doors, no corners,
A chicken was born by chance.
Plenty of space to swim and dance,
Where ocean and sky never meet,
Plenty of food around, ready to eat !
I lived in an egg with hard walls
Night and day, slept comfortably.
Thanks to the shell, mother gifted me,
Nothing to worry, nothing to fear.
Life is good, no evils come near !
Butlife is not just food and dance,
Life is ajourney where dreams are chased.
This shell has many aspirations encased.
Life isimplied by Growth of some kind,
Have to break open, leave comforts behind !
Never seen the outside world
Justheard a few murmurs here and there.
Some say itis colorful out there,
Others say itis hell.
Whatitis like, | cannot tell !
World will be new, have to enquire and adjust.
I am just a chicken, as you know
Can'ttell difference in gravel and grain.
Hurting the beak a couple of times though,
| will be able to learn and train !
Caring parents built my shelter
There are many things they think | can't do.
Somethings | can'tevendare.
But I will tell you what | can do,
Once | actually get out there !
Don'tworry mother, for efforts | make to hatch
These wings like things are pushing ever since they grew.
They got the energy from food made by you,
Soyou yourself wanted me to break the eggs
Soyou could see, the real me, stand on my legs !

--Lokesh Dhairyawan



