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-Sumeet Suvarnakumar Navalkar

It was her dream for years. For
her, it had an appeal. She wanted
to learn to play the guitar. And
years after first dreaming about it,
she had taken admission for the
course. Some apprehension
obviously surfacing in her mind,
she had started attending the
classes. The first few lectures
were theory and then for the first
time, in her life on the eighth day
of her class, she held the guitar in
her hands.

It was not as heavy as she had
expected it to be. Only six strings
of different lengths ran along it,
held at one end by the keys,
which could be tightened or
loosened changing the tautnessin
the strings. She had dreamt about
the guitar, but she had never
wondered about that piece of
plastic or metal that puts real life
in that instrument, or even what it
was called. She learned that it
was the plectrum that is used to
pluck the strings to produce the
music or noise depending on who
handlesitand how.

In the first few days, it was only
taught how to hold the guitar
properly and a few basic notes
that she could play at ease. But
as the days passed and the notes
started getting more complex, the
anxiety that she had from the day
she had joined the class, started
blocking her mind. It started
becoming tougher for her. The
guitar used to slip from her grip,
her hands getting sweaty. Worse,
she used to lose her plectrum on
the floor and then make a scene
trying to get it from below the feet
of her fellow guitarists. Then
holding it wrongly and fumbling
with it, she used to play all the
notes properly, except that they
were never in a proper order. A
week later, she had lost most of
her confidence.

Onthat day, she began with the
same clumsiness on the guitar
and fumbling with the plectrum,
produced noises that resembled
the cacophony of the morning
traffic. Just then as if fate being a
bit sympathetic towards the ears
of others, as usual she lost her
plectrum. As she bent down to
retrieve it, an old memory passed
her mind. A memory that had a
layer of dust accumulated on it
over the years, but which had
suddenly surfaced as if her mind

trying to teach her an old lesson.
She was in kindergarten at that
time. And her teacher was
daunting her to getthe order of the
English alphabet properly. ‘m’
always came before ‘n’, the ghost
of her teacher from her mind told
her. As a child, she had never
understood why ‘m’ preceded ‘n’.
The tougher to write letters or the
ones involving a single curve
should come before those
involving a double curve, but
nevertheless she had to accept
what her teacher had told her. And
now, she had become competent
to read, write, understand and
speak the language. At that time,
her mind was like clay that had
been moulded and shaped up into
whatitwas now.

Even today, some of her mind
was still the wet clay waiting to be
worked upon by a skilled
craftsman. Even today, she wasin
the kindergarten of this music
class. She learned the English
alphabet and that too in a proper
order atthe age of three. Then why
can’'t she learn the guitar at the
age of twenty-seven. What was it
that had blinded her mind? May be
the not-so-thoughtful remark by
the receptionist, "No one starts
learning music at this age. It
becomes difficult. People at your
age already are an expert". She
was undeterred by this remark at
that time. But, it had hung on to
her mind making it to cough out in
irritation every time she failed. It
had an effect that she had never
anticipated.

Just then she found her
plectrum. She looked at it and
before getting up and resuming
her experiment with the guitar, she
plucked out this particular
negative string from her mind.
Then she looked at the instrument
in a new light. The logic from her
childhood, she had stuck to it
even at this age. She had always
wondered that if the octet
contained eight notes, then there
should have been at least eight
strings on the guitar, why six? She
imagined her KG teacher telling
her, ‘this instrument has only six
strings and you will have to
compose music from these six,
not eight’. She passed her fingers
on the strings, got up and went
home.

The next day, it had all
changed. She had started getting
it all right. ‘m’ had started coming
before ‘n’. She had learnt the
‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’ of

guitar that still had only six
strings. Practice, practice and
practice and a month later, she
could play a whole song, although
she still had to refer to the notes.
But she was better than most of
those who had started with her.
She had always dreamt of playing
that tune and when she had
finished playing, the whole class
had applauded, her teacher proud
of the dexterity with which her
hands and fingers ran on the body
of the guitar, caressing it and
making it sound beauty.

That day, long after she had
finished playing the music, long
after the echo of that sound had
died down, the symphony still
reverberated in her ears, satisfied
with herself, but not complacent.

Her confidence had been back.
The waves of that sound that she
had herself created had touched
the shore of her heart. The sea of
music inviting her to take a dive
and explore its untouched and
enigmatic depths and cross the
limits of its unknown boundaries.
She saw herself swimming in this
ocean of symphony and notes,
imagining the soothing beauty
engulfing her. This was the
beginning of the voyage that had
the power to form an island of new
tunes, which perhaps different
minds would like to visit and enjoy
inthe freshness of its atmosphere.

Her heart now was the
plectrum that created the music of
happiness on the guitar of her
mind.

Fortune Teller
-Ajit Mankar

(cont. from lastissue)

Naik kept on talking about my
future that afternoon, and | kept
silent. Ididnotdaretointerrupthim
by evincing interest whatsoever
because |wastotally frightened by
hisgruesome appearance.Hetold
me many intricate things of the
future thatsubsequentlyunfolded
in reality. | do not wish to bore my
readers on this count. Justto cite
aglimpse, hewarned me neverto
buy avehicle offiery brightcolour.
Ignoring his advise | chose fiery
red colourformyfirstMaruti800in
1984.The car got totally smashed
in an accident at the hands of a
mechanic of Maruti Udyog barely
withinayear of purchase, killing2
youngmotor-cyclist andthedriver
on the spot with the car crumpled
and reduced to just one piece of
sheet metal. Naik wenton and on
talking in details about my future
life and came to a sudden jerky
halt after predicting our family
millenniumpartyof31stDecember,
1999, andthesubsequentdeparture
of my daughter Reshma and her
husband that same night to Sri
Lanka on an official posting for 5
years. At this point, Naik totally
lost control and got exhausted. |
offeredhimaglassofwater,buthe
did not drink it. It took him about 2
minutes to return to his senses,
became normal, got up and went
back to his seat. He then
slept resting his head onthetable
for nearly an hour. Notthat|was
appreciating his fortune telling,
but his sudden stoppage and
hurried withdrawal at  this
point made me a little nervous

andrestless. Itriedhardtoremove
the whole episode from my mind,
butwithno success. lwas curious
to know what made Naik stop at
that particular juncture! Or was it
the end of my time on
earth that Naik  implied?  Of
course, it was not my nature to
seek clarification from him, as |
always disliked this man. The
time passed by. Even the night of
31st December 1999 went off
peacefully. By then the whole
incident was forgotten and
became history. My office
colleague Suresh Sawant invited
me to attend the wedding of his
sononthefollowing 26th January
2000.While posing for a group
photo, Sawant whispered in my
ears that Naik expired on 1st
January,2000.1 was shocked to
hear this. | came down from the
dais, sat for a while and got over
the shocking news. Later | asked
Suresh as to what happened to
Naik? Sureshsaidthatonthe 31st
night Naik had gone to the sea-
shore and got drowned in the
darkness. Accordingtothepolice
records Naikcommitted suicide. |
took Suresh to one side and
expressed my doubt that Naik did
not commit suicide but instead
got murdered. On hearing my
comments, Suresh got lost and
non-plus foramoment. Slowlyhe
recoveredandaskedwhatmakes
me say this. | then narrated in
short, what | experienced in the
office and on what note the
unpalatable encounterendedwith
Naik that afternoon. | clarified to
Suresh that Naik was a Tantric
specializinginwitch-craftandwas
controlling some dead soul as a

(Cont.onpage6col. 3)
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(Contd.frompage 4 col4)

medium to perform his tricks. As
always in such cases, the
medium, on the first available
opportunity, invariably tries to
escape from the clutches of the
Tantric by killing him unawares,
and this is what precisely
happenedinthe case ofNaik! The
medium did forcibly take Naik to
seas against his wishes and
drowned him! Thisiswhy | call ita
murder! And more so this seems
to be predated and planned as
Naik himselfhad novisionbeyond
31stDecember, 1999!

We stopped our conversation
on the subjectand went on for the
dinnertogether. | am sure Suresh
Sawant must not have slept that
night due to heavy head and
brain fullofthoughts sincehewas
the one most friendly with our
Tantricfriend!
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