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Stepping into 2012

-Vaijayanti Kirtikar
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2012 " My mind has been in
an overdrive mode constantly.
The reason? Zoom to 12
midnight, 31t December 2011.
Crazy partying with crazier
friends, unrestrained volumes,
joyous cries to welcome 2012,
back slaps and tight hugs, all in
the honour of stepping into
glorious 2012. Another year to
live your life, smile and donate
smiles, love and spread love,
forgive yourself and forgive
others, some more time to fulfill
your desires and another chance
to get things right. All these
thoughts whiz past my mind
leaving me with a super wide
smile which leaves no one in
doubt as to how many teeth rest
within my mouth. And then just
as | raise the toast to 2012, the
waves crash against the shore.
2012!" The Year!! The world to

end!! And we are actually
celebrating to welcome this
year!! Why? Exactly at this

juncture my mind begins its
tumultuous journey into planning
2012.

As the first rays of the sun
peep through, | pull out my diary
and my pen. Everybody around
me has crashed onto their beds
by now. I am wide awake;
excited and all set to famously
live the last year of my life.

My Diary: 1%t January 2012
Things to do before
December 2012

January — Visit Europe

February — Trip to the South
African Safari

March — View the
Wonders of the World
April — Relax on a cruise to a
faraway land

May — Just read recently that
you can now pay your way to a

Seven

space shuttle and find yourself
orbiting the earth. Not a bad
idea.

June — Binge out at the best
restaurants (*need to also make
a list of restaurants)

July — Play the perfect couch
potato. Eat, sleep and watch TV
and be a perfect example of a
couch potato.

August — Go surfing, bungee
jumping, zorbing and try all the
other adventure sports as well.
After all Zindagi Na Milegi
Dobara!!

September — Celebrate it as the
month of giving. Give away all
my worldly materials to the
needy, maybe even a few of
them can be a bit better off in
the last few months with this
gesture.

October — Watch all the movies
from the 100 Greatest Movies
list

November — Hug all my near and
dear ones a warm good-bye and
keep the hope alive with echoes
of ‘see you soon'.

| take a look at the list and |
feel a sense of pride in me.
Everything so well sorted out; |
doubt | have left anything out.
Alas, just as nothing lasts
forever, so does my excitement.
Niggling thoughts make their
way in to my mind. What if the
world does not end? Now that is
a scary thought. | have probably
spent every single dime by then
and have also emotionally
wasted myself saying good-byes
to all. All this while the firm non
believers must have been
laughing at me. Am | willing to
play the fool? Start my life
without a penny in my pocket
and no workplace either? Will |
(@ R HITH I A)
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have truly lived my life with no
unfulfiled desires in this one
year? It is time for the bubble to
burst.

| realize not too late that | am
human and it is never possible to
fulfill all desires, as we humans
have a tendency to give birth to
new desires with astonishing
regularity. Again being a human,
the optimist in me can never be
in hibernation for too long.
"World to end in 2012 — now
never heard anything as
ridiculous as this" screams the
optimist within me. Hearing
these screams, my other
hyperactive personality ‘Worry’
sits up and takes notice of all
that is happening. So the world
is not ending in 201272 Oh, then |
need to start saving for the future
and plan my life, can't afford to
splurge and live life on the edge.
My wish list can wait. First on
my list now is to buy that lovely
house | have been checking out
so often and | need to plan 2012
accordingly.

Oh no! What is happening?
There goes the first page (and
the first morning of 2012) into the
dustbin. | silently congratulate
myself for not having made any
new year resolutions as they too
would have been a similar waste
of time and if written down would
be resting in the dustbin with the
2012 wish list.

What a reliefl Having proven
to be a human to myself with
this pre-dawn activity and with
great hopes pinned onto 2012, |
finally let myself close my eyes
and happily dream away to a
lovely 2012.

We hope that your new year
is also abuzz with the rustle of
optimism. Let the best wishes
and resolutions illuminate your
hearts once again. Let’s together
advance our journey once again
with renewed vigour. Happy 2012
toall !l
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Fortune Teller

A new recruit joined our
pharmaceutical company around
1970, when | had myself put in
about 3 years service at the
beginning of my career. His name
was Naik, a Gujarati speaking
young manthen about 25 years of
age. Thestaffsoondiscovered his
inner qualities that he was an
excellent fortune-teller, as a vast
clientele started frequenting the
office routinely. Since he was
brought in by the Managing
Director himself as a return of
some favour, no one dared to
object him from practicing his
skills during the office hours.
Besidescarehadalso beentaken
not to assign any specific official
duties to him considering his level
of literacy. In short, he had been a
blue eyed boy literally drawing
pension. Another colleague of
ours, Suresh Sawant soon
became a close pal of Naik
because of curiosity in getting his
own futurereadandsodidtherest
of the staff. One morning there
was a slight commotion as a
couple of rich South Indian ladies

-Ajit Mankar

entered the office crying loudly. It
seemed they had lost some
valuablediamondjewelry. Naikdid
his rituals and drew a plan of
their residence on a piece of
paper with  minute details of
location of every piece of furniture
in a particular bed room. The
ladies were stunned by the ability
and detailed insight as seen in
the sketching of their house by a
stranger. Naik told themto open a
particular cupboard and reach
to the 7th yellow colour sari from
the top and have a thorough
search. The ladies rushed home
and soon came back again
overjoyed having found the
misplaced articles at a place
precisely zeroedin by Naikearlier
and, of course, thistime witha box
full of sweets for distribution to all
the staff. Another instance when
we witnessed Naik's capabilities
was when a fairly aged couple
agonizingly came to him praying
for help as their young grandson
was missing in the crowd a few
hours ago at Girgaon Chowpatty.

(Cont.onpage6col.3)
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Together Towards Tomorrow

Arequest to allmembers who have registered for the Prabhu Tarun website to kindly provide their email IDs once again to us, so that we can

provide you with your new user IDs.

Desai’sively yours...

Anuradha Simit Desai, crazy mum (as she likes to call herself) of
two little girls, called the jet-setter at work and Masterchef at
home, is going to fulfil her craving for literature by writing for us
every alternate month. We bring to you her first musings in the

series.

Welcome you all, to a brand
new year, and a brand new
column. I wish you a brilliant and
joyous 2012 and beyond, and
hope to meet you here every two
months.

The year has begun on quite
a calm note for me, very unlike
the year end. In December last |
was the ping pong ball, but I
really enjoyed it (after it was
over). | visited Sweden in early
December for official purposes,
but that does not stop me
enjoying the trip, right? It was
nice and cold, but not nearly as
cold as | feared it would be. And
it only snowed after | returned. :-)
The trip was  successful
professionally, and | also got the
opportunity to sample a few of
their Christmas delicacies, like
mulled wine. Served warm, it is a
red wine with all the Christmas
spices, which are so suitable for
the cold climate. Just delicious!
The atmosphere was, well, merry,
and Christmas decorations were
being put out in all windows. The
decorations were so elegant, no
colourful bling mind you, just
white candles, and white stars.
And they would be adding to the
decorations every week till
Christmas. It was early for the
Christmas trees, but they put up
real Christmas trees in their
houses even now! In our office
there | witnessed the Lucia
celebration, which is a typically
Swedish Christmas celebration,
where the woman brings the light.
So a procession is led by a
young woman or child wearing a
crown of candles, followed by
other children holding candles.
It's a beautiful ceremony, and it
also includes cookies at the
end.:-) But no matter how fun an
official trip is, it's not fun enough
when it's keeping me away from
my two angels.

| rushed back, looking forward
to going on a vacation. We drove
to Saputara, which is a little
ahead of Nasik, accompanied by
my mum and sis, doting
company for the two brats. We
enjoyed a very relaxed few days
in the tranquil place, with cold
weather, and rooms overlooking

the lake. We were greeted every
morning with a view of the sun
rising from behind mountains and
reflected in the lake below, it
couldn’t get any better. | enjoyed
the gujju style vegetarian food but
that was a problem for hubby and
kids, who were saved by mum’s
karandi lonche! This place has a
short cable car ride, between two
mountains, and it is not very
advanced, so the cars stop for a
couple of minutes right in the
centre of the rope way, all the
more better to enjoy the
panoramic view of the landscape,
the cold breeze, setting sun, and
the silence. Being the first cable
car ride for my kids, they were
both very excited and enjoyed it
very much, wanting to repeat it
every day. They also enjoyed the
‘aquarium’ which was nothing but
a few fish tanks which were very
well maintained with a variety of
fish, and the museum which
housed historical items from the
region and depicted lifestyles of
native people. There was also a
honey bee centre, again nothing
much, but quite informative about
the process. All these
‘attractions’ kept the little ones
occupied, and impressed us as
to how this quiet place was being
made into a tourist attraction.

At the end of the year, we, the
wicked parents, left our kids
behind to enjoy a wildlife holiday
at Kanha Tiger Reserve. This is
the national park which was the
inspiration for Rudyard Kipling's
‘The Jungle Book’, and fittingly
we stayed at the Mogli resort. J.
Would we spot a tiger, was the
big question, and to increase the
chances we booked safaris into
the jungle in the morning,
afternoon and night! The safariis
in open jeeps, and the morning
safari starts at 6 am, for which
we have to queue up at the park
gates from 5 am, | cannot tell
you how unbelievably cold it
was. We were lucky to have a
well informed driver, who was
even keener than us for us to
spot a tiger. In his single minded
pursuit of this objective, he was
driving like a maniac through the
jungle intent on getting us to a

spot where he believed there
were higher chances of spotting
a tiger in the early morning,
before the other jeeps created a
disturbance and drove the
privacy loving animals deeper
into the jungle. But it seemed
that rather than growling tigers,
growling tummies were our first
concern. Against all advice from
our driver we stopped for a bite
at the canteen, and burnt our
mouths trying to gulp hot
samosas in record time. But
woe, that was not enough; we
had already missed the tiger
crossing the track, as other
people in jeeps crossing ours
gleefully told us. | really think we
were more disappointed for the
driver, for whom it seemed to be
a matter of pride that his
customers should spot a tiger
with him. But wait, a tiger had
been spotted resting in a
clearing between trees, and we
were among the lucky few who
got the opportunity to see this
majestic creature from elephant
back. It was a thrilling
experience, more so because
we were inside the jungle in Sher
Khan's  territory with  no
protection whatsoever. We also
spotted almost all the other
animals residing in this park
including the great Bison (it is
massive, and it eats only leaves,
how does it grow that big?), the
bara singa, spotted deer as
numerous as stray dogs,
sambar, and several birds like
the spotted owlets, eagles,
peacocks, and Indian rollers.
Though the afternoon safari
seemed like an anti climax after
having already spotted the tiger,
we were regaled with stories
from the jungle and bits of
information by a veteran driver
and guide. They pointed out a
couple of deer to us which were
off the track, and were very still.
They were looking down into the
grass intently. The guide said
there was probably a python
there, and hence the deer were
so alert. | asked why the deer
didn't move away from the
danger? "Kis taraf jaye jahaan
khatra nahi hai?" said the wise
guide. They were tracking the
tiger, listening keenly to alarm
calls from langurs and deer.
Though we didn’t spot the tiger
at the end of it, the tracking itself
was exciting. | was impressed
continuously by the respect the
people who lived off the jungle

had for all types of life forms and
the ecosystem itself. It was a
marvellous way to end the year.
The last day of the year also
brought with it heavy rain and we
enjoyed the night safari
drenched and shivering. We had
gone with a couple of likeminded
friends and enjoyed every bit of
the trip.

So it was an action packed
December, fill in a few birthday

parties, mine included,
anniversaries, mine included,
weddings, and sundry other

social occasions and parties,
and of course year end chaos at
work, and you get the picture.
That is why December is such a
favourite with me. Can this year
top the last? Hope and pray that
it does. J
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A police complaint was formally TUTEUT AT hINTETE €.
lodgedandthesearchhadalready > . . .
begun, butwithnoluck. Therefore, FLET T gL A=A AfSAT

their own anxiety guided by
someonewhoknew Naikledthem
to ouroffice duringthelunchtime.
Without wasting time, Naik
attended to them. He advised
them to take a taxi immediately
and rush straight-away to Marine
Drive sea side footpath opposite
Talk of the Town junction. No need
to say, the old grand parents
spotted, at the designated
junction, their 4 year old grand
son crying and totally frightened
and exhausted. Whata reliefand
what a moment that must have
been for the oldies! In spite of all
this happening around me,
somehow ldislikedthismanNaik.
May be thathe had noworkand all
pay,thatmighthave perturbed me!
Anyway, | was not comfortable
withhispresenceand deliberately
avoided to talk to him or go
anywhere close to him. Or may
be, it is because of my snobbish
naturethatlkeptmyselfalooffrom
him, although by this time,
the rest of the staff was all friends
with him. Somehow, Naik had
already noticed my peculiar
distancing behaviour  towards
him. He was never required to
leave his seatfrom morningtillthe
close of office hours as mostly he
was busy surroundedin consulta-
tions with someone or the other
thewhole day. One afternoon, just
as | finished my lunch and came
back to my desk to read the news
magazine as per my daily routine,
to my surprise and a little
discomfiture, Naikuninvited pulled
up a chair and sat in front of me.

(1. g =) feeTeR R-2-2R TS
FeAF AT @A AR
TEWNT STTRIa.

Before | could open my mouth for
reaction, he himself started the
conversation by  asking the
reason of my avoiding him. |
reacted by saying that | am least
interestedtoknow ofmyfuturelike
others, andthatlregard privacy of
myself and my family as a
supreme  objective at all
costs. However, my
comments made no difference to
Naik as he appeared to
be determinedto

unfoldmyfuture whetherllikeit
or not. He held a cigarette in his
hand, lit it up and puffed it twice
disdainfully in my face. All of a
sudden his eyes grew bloody red,
facechangedcompletely, wearing
a look of a ferocious animal-like
old manfull ofwrinklesand nearly
shouted atmein a shrill
frightening voice certainly not of
his own, asking me to keep quiet!
| at once shivered and felt there
wassomethingeerieand dreadful
happening around me. That
unpleasant moment | suspected
Naik was not his own self
but some kind of bizarre
supernatural power had taken
possession over him. | was so
much nervous with this thought
that | promptly decided to wind up
my wise-cracksand nottoagitate
Naikinanyway!

(cont. in nextissue)



