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To Fresh Beginings

—Mayura Nayak
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How often do we dread to stride
on a path unknown? To uproot
ourselves from the routine and risk
anew path is a difficult decision - a
decision arising sometimes out of
choice but very often a result of
circumstance. A little change in
the routine brings in a breath of
fresh air. It could be the arrival of a
newborn, reallocating ourselves to
anew home, etc. The freshness of
the change often alters our life for
the better. But sometimes such a
change can ditch us! The risk of
nudging ourselves out of the
comfort zone and exploring
another avenue can be rather
unpleasant. The fear of facing
failure and starting all over again is
usually the hindrance for most of
us to take risks in life. We
underestimate ourselves and thus
fear exploring - Be it a new job, a
new residence, a new vocational
stream, reviving an old passion.
The ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’ create such a
huge mind block that we refuse
moving out of our cocoon.

It may sound rather strange to
an outsider, but we Indians
distinguish this risk taking ability of
our people by the community we
belong to. Historically it is believed
that the ‘marwadi’ and ‘gujarati’
community reign in their acumen
for business, therefore are known
to be risk takers or so called
gamblers in the game of business.
The ‘sindhis’ are known for their
“kanjoos” calculative minds and do
rather well in their small time
businesses. These are the people
who boast of very glorious “rags to
riches” success stories. They have
made it big because they had the
gutsto challenge themselves, they
had the perseverance, and the
confidence to move out of their
routine and explore fresh areas.

Unfortunately, even today a
‘marathi’ is believed to be rather
naive and timid in his approach
towards his goals in life. An
impression of a typical ‘marathi
manoos’ is that of a middle level
manager going fora 9-5 job, having
a modest home, very satisfied in
his life and very proud to be a
‘marathi manoos’ too, worrying
about his children’s education, he
thinks he has invested well enough
in LIC policies to take care of his
family’s future.

Well, 1 beg to differ. In my
opinion a ‘marathi manoos’ has
evolved beyond the shackles of
mediocrity. As | know many of us
who have led rather successful
lives, moved out and explored.
There are many of us who are
willing to tread on an unexplored
journey, try unique career options,
break the routine of a 9-5 job and
embrace other business
opportunities. Prabhu Tarun has
featured such risk takers of our
community who have chosen an off
beat career in last year's Yuva
Manch Section. It was indeed a
pleasure to read success stories
and educate ourselves on their
road to a different career; these
were people who chose to walk on
an uncertain but promising path
and have been successful in their
own journey.

Yet, it would be a pleasure to
COome across more entrepreneurs
in not just our community but other
marathi communities too. The
more we propagate successful
entrepreneurs around us, the more
the outside world will start believing
that we are as good as them or
even better. Of course it is
important to break this belief that a
community makes entrepreneurs.

(IR HITT 3 N)
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It takes the perseverance of an
individual and the back up of his
family and social circle to walk a
different path. It is true that many
other communities stand united to
help their fellow members in any
small and big challenges. Help
may not necessarily be monitory,
but it could be help in networking,
help intutoring, offering a business
advice, or even offering an
internship to gain some experience
in the specialization that a
youngster wants to explore! If
nothing else, then simple good
wishes and encouraging words
also work wonders! Nevertheless,
seeking help through the right
people for breakthroughs is as
important as offering help! We have
many of our community members
who hold high positions in various
fields and can offer such help to
youngsters in our community. But
our youngsters may not even be
aware of them. The younger
generations have got attuned to a
misconception that the community
is only for their grandparents and
parents to mingle. They yet have to
find out such advantages which
they can seek by merely
interacting or actively involving
themselves. They continue to fear
and dread to walk on an unknown
path, least realizing that the
community they belong to could
have someone like them, who
thought similarly some years ago
and managed to make a great
career and a successful life with
the same unique off beat
profession that they today fear.
This can happen only if the
community as a whole upgrades
its array of involvement amongst its
people to other aspects of life!

Itis time that we rise above the
usual and sometimes regressive
areas of discussion to more
progressive subjects. Yes we all
know that usage of the “English”
language is extremely high in our
newsletter, which is often
criticized by many of our fellow
PP members. With due respect
to all these members, I would like
to reiterate that if another
language connects better with
the future of the pp community,
then it is time you all bypass this
bit and embrace the new youth
who is coming forward to
participate actively by
contributing to the content of this
newsletter. Where else would you
be able to read the journey of a
highly designated market
researcher, a talented event
manager, a photographer, a
grooming specialist, if it was not
for the flexibility of our newsletter
to allow these talented people to
express their views in our ‘Yuva
Manch’ section throughout the
last year? The point is not
“WHICH” language they are
writing in, but “WHO” is writing!
Please notice the variety and
usefulness of the content
available today in a community
magazine which can help career
decisions for our own people.
These people would continue

shying away from the community
had we not allowed them the
flexibility of language. If these
articles have encouraged even
one youngster to defy traditional
career streams and explore
something new, then | believe that
the community newsletter is
doing its job and catering to its
rightful audience, which is the
future of the community.

Performing Arts has been a
critical binding force in our
community. We took a risk by
setting a large stage to showcase
this art and it paid off! It all began
with ‘Pratyush’, which brought
together tons of youngsters who
got a platform to showcase their
talent. Today ‘Pratyush’ has
become a benchmark in bringing
the community closer. Programs
like Pratyush further instil our
faith and confirm that we are in
the right direction. We now want
to look forward and set another
trend with a new showcase of our
own community. It may be a risk,
but we will walk the unknown path
to explore and test our capacity.
This time we will bring forward a
totally different facet of the people
of our community. We hope that
this fresh beginning will also mark
anewtrend and encourage a new
set of talented people giving them
their due recognition. Well, right
now it all seems to be a jigsaw
puzzle that we all are trying to
solve, but sooner and surely we
will spill the beans of our next
project — ‘Pratyush’ will don a
new look and enthral the art
lovers with masterpieces awaiting
everyone’s appreciation! | may
sound ambiguous to you all, but
spare me, as that’s exactly what |
am. It may be early to talk more
on this, we have our set of
challenges and sooner we resolve
them, we shall announce our next
project!

Higher the risk, greater is our
determination to make it work,
greater the determination, higher
the efforts and thus higher the
chances of success. Sometimes
we only realize during such
times what we are capable of as
these times test our abilities.
The will to fulfil against all odds
is at its peak when we have lots
at stake. To emerge as a winner

in all we do, breaking the
shackles of mediocrity is
extremely important. A

calculated risk will always allow
us to explore the unknown and
sometimes even explore our own
worthiness! If we don’'t allow
ourselves that chance we may
lose the opportunity to know
more about our own self. In our
careers as well as our personal
lives, we owe ourselves that
chance, that risk to keep
bringing out the bestin us. Today
| am at that time of my life, where
| think | am starting all over
again! While | explore the
unknown, and test a new
direction in life, | hope | emerge
as a winner at the end of the
journey. Till then, here | raise a
toastto AFRESH BEGINNING!
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provide you with your new user IDs.

®ANCH

Together Towards Tomorrow

Prabhu Tarun Website : prabhutarun.org
Arequest to all members who have registered for the Prabhu Tarun website to kindly provide their email IDs once again to us, so that we can

Desai'cively yours

And two months have flown by
in a blur since we last met! Did u
notice them? We are now
towards the end of the first
quarter of the year!!! Alarm bells
are ringing in my head at the
thought of all the plans | had laid
for the year, and which are still
gathering dust. It seems I'm
running so fast, but may be on a
treadmill, because | find myselfin
the same place!

I think am playing the role of a
double agent. When I'm at home
cooking, cleaning, feeding,
bathing, bringing up the kids, I'm
constantly thinking of catching up
on my mail, returning that phone
call when the cacophony dies
down, skipping pages in the bed
time story so that | can start
working on that presentation,
until Ads notices, and makes me
start all over again. And at work
and when I'm travelling, I'm
constantly calling home to check
whether Ads got to school in
time, Abs’ fever has subsided,
planning the school science
project which had to be submitted
yesterday, arranging for the fancy
dress costume, co-ordinating
with the house help so that at
least tomorrow she makes it
before | leave...well, you get the
picture. And let’s not even talk of
the third party, my husband.
When | do happen to look at him
sometimes, he seems to be
caughtinthe crossfire, and has a
sort of curious expression kind of
wondering what he is doing there,
or what he is supposed to do
there.

Trying to be good parents, we
try and expose our kids to as
many experiences as possible,
meet friends, family, do picnics
and parties, but the one thing we
haven’t done is putting them in
any kind of extracurricular
classes, | haven't even enrolled
Abs in a playschool, and she’s
pasttwo. While their peers attend
assorted Abacus, Vedic Maths,
Taekwondo, gymnastics,
skating, tennis, guitar, and what
have you classes, my kids help

-Anuradha Desai

me bake cup cakes, decorate
greeting cards, make fairy
moulds, pull each other’s hair and
make me want to pull out mine.
They are just growing like weeds.
Tall, strong and unaccomplished!

While | grapple with guilt about
all my inadequacies as a mother,
my husband is very pleased with
himself at the job he is doing as a
father. May be because men
today can only be better fathers
than their fathers. Simply by
knowing how to change a nappy
or figuring which hole to stick the
bottle in: these things mark them
outas more capable parents than
any previous generation. But
women can only be worse
mothers than our mothers and
this rankles because we are
working so very very hard and we
are doomed to fail.

An ending is out of the
guestion. Whatwould | change if |
could? Nothing about my kids
with  their innocence and
sweetness, and their need of me,
not the relative sanity of my job
and the accomplishments, not
the husband | am legally bound to
love not the family and friends for
whom schedules can always be
pushed about, and suddenly it
seems all worth it to make the
effort and stretch and then stretch
some more.

As in the nursery rhyme, the
wheels on the bus go round and
round, all day long.

Bol Baby Bol:

Ads (my six year old daughter)
and | were driving past a
construction site where a giant
excavation was being done
probably accommodating a
couple of basements. We paused
and got out to look and | was
pretty impressed with all the
activity, the giant machinery at
work, huge pit in front of us,
mountains of dug up mud and
thought that Ads would've found
it interesting too. But she looked
worried...she said “Aai, Mother
Earth la kiti traas zaala asel na?”

Now did u even think??
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