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IWas Alive When Sachin Played Cricket!!

-Mayura Nayak
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Before | even begin, let me
confess that | don’'t qualify to
write even a single statement
about him. | am neither a cricket
nor a Sachin fanatic. But the
recent surge of emotions that |
along with the rest of the world
witnessed is compelling enough
for me to write a few words about
this Bharat Ratna awardee!!

Recently the social media
expressed conflicting views on
whether Sachinwas a true worthy
recipient of the most prestigious
award bestowed upon any Indian
for his contribution and great work
in serving this nation. "Kapil Dev's
World Cup winning team in 1983,
taught us to dream, but Sachin
enticed us to dream big and
achieve big through dedication
and commitment, he was the
catalyst in making people sit up
and notice India as a world force,
at a time when the ‘India’ story
was just beginning and hence he
is the worthy recipient of the
Bharat Ratna". A lot of us will
wholeheartedly agree to this
statement quoted by Raj Mankar
my cousin and a cricket
enthusiast and an ardent Sachin
fan. But there were some other
almost contradicting views in
media. They said — "Fine Sachin
was a talented cricketer, he has
many an unbeatable records to
his name, but for all this he got
name, fame and money.... Tons
of money! What did he do for India
to deserve this honour devaluing
the prestige attached to this
award?" (Quotes picked up from
social media). "If it is for sports,
then, why not Dhyanchand, the
hockey wizard, Milkha Singh,
athlete, PT Usha and so on?".
Well, this debate may go on, but
a unanimous verdict is sure in
favour of this honour bestowed
upon the Little Master.

Cricket to me is just a game
that is played in our by lanes and
gullies, a sport that bonds two
eleven member teams that we
see in countless parks, maidans,
and stadia. International cricket
to me is an extension of the
teams to the countries. The
popularity of this sport in India

has converted its sports value to
one of the highest entertainment
quotient that any sport could
boast of and that media can ever
have monetized on. If Bollywood
is a source of entertainment, in a
cricket crazy country like India,
cricket probably enthrals our
people much more than
Bollywood. In that comparison if
the country has been OK with
legendary singer Lata
Mangeshkar being awarded the
Bharat Ratna who has given
Bollywood some of the most
melodious songs and who has
been the voice of the Indian
Heroine for the longest span in
the history of Indian Cinema, then
Sachin Tendulkar surely is a
legend in his field of sports and
entertainment  keeping  his
audience in awe and forever
inspired by his sheer talent,
humble values and the dignity in
which he has conducted himself
throughout his career. Simply
translating Bharat Ratna in
English would mean India’s
Jewel, which he surely seems to
bel!

I may have partially observed
him very frivolously passing by
the TV set when cricket crazy
fans in my home sat watching
him play. And the one common
attribute that he always reflected
was his modesty whether we won
or lost because of him or in spite
of him; he always came across
as the most humble player on the
grounds. | may not have any clue
of his achievements in statistics,
but the outpour of emotions
during his 200" test match which
announced his retirement sure
symbolizes the love, respect and
affection this country has for him.
It clearly brings out the passion,
determination and the love he has
for the game that he has
consistently  and rightfully
maintained in a long span of 24
years, probably the longest
sports career span we may have
witnessed. To have the nation and
the world stand still and watch
him swirl his bat, to sustain the
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performance for thatlong a career
with feet firmly held on ground is
an achievementin itself. "Speaks
volumes of his middle class
maharashtrian value system"
says Raj Mankar.

It was indeed an amazing
experience for me to see all my
cricket crazy family and friends
turning into these super poets
and writers overwhelmed with this
cricket phenomenon! My nephew,
Nishad Vijayakar who probably
posts only when he has
something to say on cricket in his
status on his facebook profile has
this to say for him —"Only Sachin
Tendulkar can make you feel
happy, proud, sad and
disappointed at the same time.
Unfortunately  though  after
tomorrow, we will no longer be
able to watch the God in his
temple (any stadium) with his
weapon (bat). | am one of the
lucky few who actually got to
watch the God's last innings live!!
We will miss you Sachin Ramesh
Tendulkar. You have made the
whole nation proud and happy.
Couldn’'t have asked more from
you— feeling blessed.”

Raj Mankar — "End of an era!
Not only his cricket, but even his
farewell speech was exemplary. It
speaks volumes of the entire
personal!".... 1 remember a picture
that The Times Of India published
the very next day of his speech,
where we could see Sachin
referring to points he had jotted
down for his speech. The points
were nothing but people whom he
wished to thank. And the fact that
he did not have a well scripted
speech shows that whatever he
spoke was from his heart.

Akshay Kothare another

‘sachinist’ and my brother in law
— "Cricket will be now known as
AS (After Sachin) and BS (Before
Sachin)" Very emotionally he
admitted that he along with the
rest of the fellow fans in
Wankhede had moist eyes when
Sachin took his last leap!

Another friend very emotionally
declared that Sachin was the
reason to bunk college, or work
and fight it out for passes to get
into a stadium and watch the God
of cricket play, and that never in
the future will he enter a stadium
to scream crazy slogans for any
other cricketer.

Such craze, madness, love,
respect, admiration for a legend
who has left an indelible mark in
the hearts of innumerable fans!
He has carved a niche for himself
in the history of World Sports.
While the nation mourns at the
loss of such talent from Team
India, | am sure the whole world is
waiting to know what the little
master chooses to do in his life’s
second innings! While he may
not have influenced my life in any
way, but those few days of
Sachin’s farewell surely shook
me to look up and notice this
wonder. Very few people can
command such  worldwide
attention even from people like
me, who are least interested in
the game. His effect on people
around me and the country as a
whole, surely calls for my salute
to this legend and nudges me to
proudly declare that "l was alive
when Sachin played cricket!"

"Give me some sunshine, give
me some rain, give me another
chance | want to watch Sachin
play cricket again!" Song
recomposed by Nishad Vijayakar!
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That night we went to see the
Mysore Palace at night. We went
tothe Palace grounds by six thirty.
It was like 26" January
celebrations. People from my
generationwillremember the days
whenwhole of Bombay usedto be
litup and people used to go about
the streets of Bomabay at nightin
Trucks seeing the official buildings
like V.T. Sachivalya, Stanvac
Bulding, G.P.O. etc lit up for the
26" Janauary. The Mysore palace
is fitted with 96,000/- light bulbs
and atthe stroke of 7p.m. with one
switch the entire palace is lit up
with all the 96,000/- light bulbs
shining in all their glory. There
were thousands and thousands of
people in front of the palace and
there was athunderous applause
at 7 o'clock. | too joined in the
celebration, enjoying the fairy tale
like Palace, clapping my hands
expressing my childlike joy. Itwas
so crowded that we thought it
prudentnottogoinside the palace
grounds the entry to which was
through a small security check
gate.

We had a short time at our
disposal since we had taken off
during court working days. We
had wanted to witness the
Dasserafestival of Mysore and our
Bombay High Court vacations do
not coincide with the Dassara
festival.We had to cram as much
as possible of this wonderful
festival.

The next morning was the visit
to Jayachandra Art Gallery
wherein are displayed the
paintings by Raja Ravi Varma.
These paintings are our National
treasure which require an equally
grand background. But
unfortunately although the
building is majestic, the interior is
not grand and is not a proper
background for paintings of the
Raja Ravi Varma. The paintings
are not well maintained. The
Mysore Gallery has the largest
collection of Raja Ravi Varma’s
paintingsl personally feltthat such
beautiful paintings which are worth
crores of Rupees should be
displayed in the Palace itself. |
have seen Ravi Varma’s paintings
of Laxmi and Saraswati in the
Baroda palace which are
displayed in the Diwane Khas
behind the Maharaja’sthrone. | do
not know the reason for such step

motherly treatment where such
national treasures are keptinsuch
sad conditions. Haldankar’s
painting of the Lady with the lamp
is very prominently displayed in a
niche where the guide switched off
the light and we could see the
glow. | was very happy to see an
artistfrom Bombay being given so
much prominence. There was
also the collection of French
clocks like the one in the Salar
Jung Museum, again very sadly
displayed. There were musical
instruments, portraits of the
Rajas. However the entire
ambience was very sad and
neglected. Unfortunately one of
the paintings had atear whichwas
squarein shape and we could see
thewall behind through thattear.
Our visit to the
Chamundeshwari Temple was
indeed a foolish adventure on our
part. During navratri | wished to
visit the Temple of the presiding

deity of Mysore
Chamundeshwari. She
vanquished the demon

Myshasura hence the city is
called Mysuru. | had purchased
the so called Golden Pass for a
handsome sumofRs. 7,500/-form
Bombay itselfand armed with itwe
were allegedly going to be given
VIP entry for all the Musuems,
Parks, Zoo, the Jumbo Savazrietc
during the Dassarafestival. Itwas
issued by the Karnataka
Government. Please do not buy
such Golden Pass because
nobody recognizes it in Mysore.
There is a huge communication
gap between between the
Government agencies and the
private organizations which run
the Palace and other tourist
places. The Chamundi Temple
had a crowd of thousands of
devoties, it being a Friday and
especially it was the day when
Myshasura was killed. We barely
got to enter the Temple by
pleading with an Inspector who
knew English and had vaguely
heard aboutthe Golden Pass. He
allowed usto goinbythe noentry,
butfromthere we were on our own,
you have to walk the path to the
deity on  your own merits,
anyway, discretion is the better
part of valour, | handed over the
offeringto afellow devotee and we
returnedto our hotel. Howeverthe
way to and back from from the
Temple on the hill was very

beautifully and tastefully lit up with
colourful lights hanging from the

huge trees which were
majestically lining up the road.
Sunday

Early morning on Sunday we
left for Belur and Halebid which is
about three hours drive from
Mysore. The roads in Karnata are
beautiful and we sped along the
road lined on both sides with
green rice fields as well as
sugarcane farms. There were
small villages on the road, where
villagers were selling marigold
malas and there were mounds of
green pumpkins (Kohale) which
we use in weddings or at big
havans. The pumpkin seems to
be a very important part of
Mysore’s rituals. Every
household had a pumpkinin front
of their threshold, cut across and
sprinkled with red kumkum. It
symbolizes the sacrificial animal
which is cut to appease the
Gods. Whilst we were driving we
suddenly had to hault at a level
crossing which was closed. The
road was passing through green
fields and it was cloudy and a
cool breeze was blowing. | got out
of the car to stretch my legs. |
was looking at the gate of the
level crossing when | saw a man
come out of the Railway cabin
with a huge green pumpkin in his
hands and stand between the
rails. Another man followed him
with two lemons (Limbu) and tied
each lemon to the two rails. A
third one came out with a coconut
and they were all waiting, | saw at
the other side and saw the train
approaching slowly. The Railway
man was waivng the red flag, the
huge engine decorated with
banana leaves and marigold
flowers, slowly came towards the
level crossing and braked at the
level crossing. The men broke the
pumpkin in front of the engine, the
coconut too was broken, they
gave Prasad of the coconutto the
engine driver, they did Arti to the
engine and then gradually the
engine moved on the rails
crushing the lemons under its
grinding wheels. | found this
scene very enduring because
there was so much genuineness
in it, no bollywood nonsense, no
fanfare, simply the age old rituals
being solemnly observed with
great sincerity. | wish the People
in Bombay would stick to our age
old traditions and celebrate our
festivals with such fervor and
devotioninstead of rushing to the
Paladium for a day spend!

Oncethe level crossing opened
we went straight to Belur Temple
built in the 11" Century by the
Hoysalaruler Vishnu Vardhan. Itis
a beautifully built temple
dedicated to Channa Keshavai.e
Vishnu, built on a star shaped
platform. Belur is to be seen from
withinand Halebid to be seenfrom
the outside (as explained by the
Guide). The architecture is very
similar to the Khajuraho temples.
But itis more compact, being one
main temple being flanked by the
temples of Bhudeviand Shreedevi.

The ChannaKeshavameaningthe
handsome Keshav is indeed very
handsome, carved out of black
soft stone and sporting sparkling
diamond jewellery. The regular
features ofthe Indian temples are
the Gabhara, the Antrala and the
Sabha Mandap. Even in ancient
days where the mode of
communication was so rare yet
we have uniform system of
architecture. There was a huge
Garudainthe Temple complex as
well as a small replica of the main
temple. Just as we lawyers have
drafts of the Petitions, in olden
days they too had drafts of the
maintemple. Atthe side there was
a smaller version of the main
temple. The guide told us that it
was a rough image of the main
temple. lam reminded of the Shiv
Temple of Raja Bhoj near Bhopal
whichwas builtinthe 10" Century
which too had drafts of the temple
etched on the stones. It is
amazing to see that inspite of
such limited facilities our ancient
temples were built to such
perfection. Aspecial feature of the
Belurtemple was acircular dance
floor, slightly raised, to enable the
temple dancerstodance in front of
the deity. This feature is not there
in the Khajuraho temple. The
Hoysala Queen ShantalaDeviwas
a keen dancer and encouraged
temple dancing. There are several
wall mounts of dancing women,
beautifully carved out of stone. |
run out of words to describe the
exquisite carvings and the
passion behind it. It took 20,000
thousand craftsmen to complete
thesetemples.

The next temple was the
Halebid Temple which is
dedicated to Hoysaleshwara and
Shantaleshwaraboth being forms
of Shiv. The outside walls contain
beautiful carvings  from
Mahabharat and our Indian
mythology. For the firsttime | saw
a dancing Saraswati, the Airawat
of Indra. The guide told us that
Airawat, the elephant of Indrahad
double tusks. There was stunning
statue of a Dharmapal wearing a
gown and wig and holding a
dharmadanda. Of course my
solicitor from Bombay who is so
enamoured with the wigs and
gowns of the British Barristers
was stumped to find that the wig
and the gown is an Indian design
made as far back as the 11*
Century!

Acommon statue tobe foundin
Khajuraho and Halebid was the
Vishkanya, a statue of a
beautifully bejewelled voluptuous
woman, well coiffered, with a
scorpion upon her exposed thigh.
The guide told us thatitwas part of
Chanakya niti whereby the girl
was conditioned to the scorpion’s
poison and then sent to seduce
the enemy whereby the enemy
would get infected by the poison
and die. | was quite disturbed to
hear this, that even in the olden
dayswomenwere used astoolsto
winwars.

(FHRT:)
*
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He is a man of honour,

honesty, smiles, laughter,
seriousness, hard worker and a
complete family man. A simple
family man. A simple man of
great values and power packed

thoughts. Extreme high
willpower, strong and
determined... The words fall

short. He is a man of a few
choice words as most of us
know. The wrinkles on his skin
are hiding layers of wisdom and
knowledge. The grey hair show
the depth of his experience. A
man who loves his family and his
friends. Its admirable to see what
he has achieved in life so far...
Years have passed and on 8th
December 2013, he completes
his 70th birthday... Oh ya... he is
now the “Septuagenarian'... This
is none other than Mr. Prafulla
Medhavrao Kothare.

We all wish you a very Happy
Birthday and best wishes for
healthy future.

-All family members
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