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How One Father helped educate his
Engineering Daughter

(Here’s a sweet Fathers Day piece by Santa Clara University student

Nicole Pal

about how her father, Allan Pal,

influenced her

education.She grew up in San Jose, California, and will graduate in
2014 with a degree in web design and computer engineering. This
summer she is building a solar-powered home "Radiant House" for the
Department of Energy’s Solar Decathlon competition.

Forget barbies or tea cups.
The most precious gifts | received
as a child were a white board and
a book about bridges. | never
questioned whether | could
succeed as an engineer, and as |
head into my final year of
engineering school at Santa
Clara University, | realize my dad
played ahugerole.

I've always been a daddy’s girl
and some of my fondest
childhood memories are huddled
over that giant white board with
my dad. To this day, the board
still dominates my bedroom wall.
More important than the board
itself was how my father helped
me process the world around me.

While some young girls might
give up on a math question if they
didn’tknow the answer, my father
was patient enough to walk
through a problem with me- not
just walk me through it. He let me
re-work problems until the dry-
erase marker was whittled to a
stub. | was never tempted to
smile, nod and simply pretend |
understood. | always keep the
whiteboard in mind when tutoring
younger girlsin algebra.

My father, who is an engineer
with a microprocessing
company, encouraged me to be
hands on in whatever project he
was working on. | remember
learning how to use a saw and
gleefully shouting "timber" as
2x4s hit the floor. I've helped
install solar panels at our home.
When | was 10 and too young to
safely maneuver the roof, Iwasin
charge of tossing water bottles up
to my dad and his friends. | knew
how to swing a hammer, saw
wood, and measure square
footage by the time | was in
middle school.

I'm passionate about
engineering now because it helps
me make sense of the world. By
letting me problem-solve and get
hands on with projects as a
young child, I've learned how to
make the world compute.

One of the biggest ways my
father nurtured my advancement
in engineering was helping me

By Nicole Pal)

find my passion and encouraging
me to put in the hard work. |
adored a big book of bridges as a
child. My parents taught me to
see not only the beauty in the
structure, but that certain spans
can only carry so much weight. |
started to see the world in
engineering terms from a young
age.

Today, I'm the assistant team
manager for Santa Clara
University’s Solar Decathlon
team and leading the
construction of a solar house on
campus this summer.

Though my dad knew his way
around a garage and drawings as
an engineer, he also cooked,
cleaned and picked me up from
school while respecting my
mother’s career pursuits. | wasn't
aware of the notion that those
were "women’s duties" until
much later in life. It never phased
me that both of my parents
worked or that my father was the
only dad on my first cheer trip to
nationals.

My parents’ relationship is a
true partnership and knowing that
keeps me from settling for
anything less. The idea that |
shouldn’t go after my dreams
because I'm a girl or | might
intimidate a love interest never
crossed my mind.

My father taught me never to
take myself too seriously. He is
never afraid to make a fool of
himself. When | was a teenager,
he decided we should learn to
wakeboard. He bought the most
ridiculous, bright, teenage-
daughter-mortifying orange board
shorts, claiming they'd help us
find him if he fell in. He taught me
not to care about what others
think but instead to enjoy life.

These experiences help in
class. I'm never afraid to raise my
hand or disagree with an answer
merely because | don’'t want to
look stupid.

I hope more parents
encourage young girls to pursue
careers in STEM by encouraging
them to think for themselves, to
never getintimidated by the world
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SSC Results

Your editorial of last month with
vivid description of the anticipation,
expectation and celebrations
associated with SSC results, took
me back to 1951. That year | had
appeared for SSc and the results
were to be announced in the
second or third week of May.

At that time SSC results were
sent on previous day to all presses
in Mumbai by the SSC board. Every
student would try to get his result
on the previous day. Similarly, | was
keen to get my result from the press
on Goregaonkar Lane in Girgaum.
At about 4.00 pm the results would
come to the press and in order to
prevent confusion the press would
close its main iron doors. All of us
would wait outside with our name
and seat number on a chit of paper
and pass it on to a press worker
who would be like a messenger of
God for us. The chit would come
back with pass/fail and marks
obtained. When | opened my chit
with a thumping in my heart, | was
exceedingly happy to see that | had
passsed with distinction.

But seeing is believing, so | had
to wait till next morning to see for
myself the result in newspaper. |
must have got up at 4.00 a.m.
"Maratha' the newspaper of Mr. Atre
was the first to appear. | grabbed
the paper and scanned for my
number. At that time the paper
would print the passed seat
number along with marks scored. |
confirmed what | had seen the
previous day.

and challenge them to think for
themselves. And they can help
them to develop a passion for
math and science, while always
taking time to laugh a little, either
atyourself or your dad.

Happy Father’s Day to all the
dads raising the next generation
of engineering women!
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There were few telephones then
and freinds would drop at each
other's house to see how one had
fared. My father ordered pedhas
from Futane-bai and distributed
them to our relatives. After about a
week college admission were to be
started. Coming from an English
speaking Convent School, it would
have been sacrilege to think of any
other college than St. Xaviers
College. My eldest sister the late
Mrs Sulabha K. Kirtikar took me to
the college, filled a form, paid the
fees for the science stream and

DONE. That was all that was
reuired at that time to get
admission..

As my sister was an ex-student
of the college, she took me around
to meet some professors. Prof. A.
N. Kothare was the professor of
inorganic chemistry, when he saw
me with my sister, he remarked,
““Ah! So you have come to use your
influence to get your brother
admitted," the reply rhat my sisiter
gave made my collar tight- “Of
cours not, he comes on his own
merit". The celebration ended with
traditional home made pot mango
ice-cream.

| had to wait till our Prabhu Tarun
published printed the passed list
with marks to know where | stood in
our community. | was piped to the
first rank by a girl who had scored
five marks more than me. | also
remember how | had received a
grand prize of Rs. 15/- for standing
second and scoring highest in
maths & science (now | compare it
with my grandson who two years
ago got Rs. 7500/-)

Those were the days when life
was uncomplicated.

-VINOD PRADHAN
Malad
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MAHABALESHWAR

COME HERE TO EXPERIENCE NATURE AT ITS BEST WITH

JASMINE

FACILITIES:
Attached bath
Hot & Cold Running water

Car Parking

Location:

Mahabaleshwar.

ForBooking Contact:

THE COTTAGE OFFERS 4 SPACIOUS ROOMS .

IT PROVIDES ACCOMODATION FACILITIES TO
SUIT THE BUDGET OF THE TOURIST

ALL THE ROOMS HAVE SERENE
ENVIRONMENT AND OPEN SIT-OUT VARANDA
WHERE GUESTS CAN SIT AND ENJOY THE
PLEASANT BEAUTY OF THE NATURE

E3
E3
% Television with Satellite Connection
E3
E3

Large open area for playing outdoor games

It is located near the market in Mahabaleshwar within
close proximity of bus stand in the gorgeous land of

Velkars 9930172689 9220451465

COTTAGE
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