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On my way in to a local
supermarket, | was stopped by
the security guy. “Madam, bag
ko baggage counter pe rakho.” |
looked around, he was actually
addressing me, then | looked
down at myself, yet | couldn’t
locate the bag he was referring
to. “Kaunsi bag bhaiya?” He
pointed out at my handbag
hanging on my shoulder and
again repeated his request. |
was surprised. “Bhaiya, aren't
purses allowed inside? Since
when did you start this new
practice?” The security guard
nonchalantly “Bags were never
allowed inside.” Now this is the
same supermarket | visit weekly
and this is the same security
guy | wish a good day every
time. As panic set in quickly,
thoughts raced through my
mind, “I don’'t want to part with
my handbag. It is precious. Has
this man gone senile?” As my
eyes frantically looked around for
help, | noticed through the glass
a woman inside the store
carrying her handbag.
Triumphantly |  announced
“Bhaiya, that lady is also
carrying her purse, so definitely
purses are allowed inside.”
Exasperatedly he said “Madam
uska purse hai, chotawala,
aapka toh bag hai, badawala,
chota purse hai toh aap bhi le
jaaiye”. Finally it dawned on me
that it was my huge Hand bag’s
fault, size does matter!! The guy
probably thought that | was
tagging along luggage in my
huge bag, he did not realize that
it was only my handbag and
everything inside it was very
valuable.

Well to decode what really
goes inside a woman'’s purse, |
decided to rummage inside my
own bag. (Sometimes even |
wonder why it is getting heavier
by the day!) | was certainly
expecting some charming things
to pop out. Now what | found is
charming or not is for you to
decide.

Tweezers? Makes sense to
always keep tweezers handy,
you never know when a splinter

lodges itself inside you. Oh well,
that explains the cotton ball and
bandage too.

6 Tubes of Lip Balms! Well,
sometimes it is quite frustrating
to locate the Lip Balm inside my
bag, so | simply buy a new one.
And then who knows, with the
current economic scenario, I'll
be glad that | have a year's
supply of Lip Balms.

Transparent plastic bag with
something sticky and orange
inside. Smells nice though. Oh
these were the orange candies
given by a colleague to me. Do
you eat orange candies? It
looked rude to throw them away,
so | simply stashed them inside
my bag, could come handy
during a rainy day, though they
already look like they have been
sitting in the rain for long.

Squished Chiki, well nothing
wrong with this, again will help
you when you are stuck in traffic
jam.

Scraps from newspapers, all
coupons offering some discount
on pizzas and brownies, and
they were certainly legible when
| stuffed them inside the purse.

Feviquick! 2 tubes!! Well
seems like | broke my sandals
more than once and had to
resort to feviquick.

One single blue earring and
one single green earring, must
have lost their better halves
somewhere and | am still hoping
they will return back to me
someday.

Various visiting cards, who
are all these people, | don’t
know!

3 watches, it must have
rained and | must have thrown
the watches inside my bag for
safety. Wow | amaze myself; it
is so thoughtful of me to care for
my watches.

Used tissues, so atleast |
don't litter.

Lets keep the not so
charming things out of this
conversation. But disturbingly
what is missing in my bag is
pepper sprays, pointed nails and
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India, | think bags should come
along with safety pouches as
additional components. Just like
mobile companies advertize free
phone covers with the mobile
handsets, some wise person
should start giving out free safety
pouches with handbags. | am
sure he will be rich in no time.
Ofcourse the main attraction in
the safety pouch should be a
giant size Rakhi (not Sawant,
the one you tie on the hand) just
in case you need to make
someone your brother instantly.
There was a time when survival
skills included cooking and
swimming, today it is wrestling,
grappling, kicking and running.
But alright, | make up for it with
the sheer weight of the bag, who
needs the muscley arms and all
that training eh? 1 can just
whack someone with my bag!
My loaded handbag seems
like 1 can camp out and seldom
go home, and | am prepared for
a life full of emergencies, but a
woman’s mind is as complex as
the contents of her handbag;
even when you get to the bottom
of it, there is ALWAYS
something to surprise you!
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AMEY VINOD PRABHAKAR
( Grandson of Smt. Laxmi &
Shri Madhav Prabhakar and

Mrs. Chanda & Shri Subodh V.
Gorakshakar)
Secured a CPT  (Credit

Performance Index) of 9.65 in MSc

(BIOTECHNOLOGY) from Indian
Institute of Technology, Powai,
Mumbai (IIT Bombay)

Appeared for the PhD
Enterance Exam Gate 2013
(Graduate  Aptitude  Test  for
Engineering) and secured All India
Rank 38, among 16500

candidates with a percentile of
99.76.

Currently pursuing Doctoral
studies (PhD) at Indian Institute
of Technology, Powai, Mumbai in
NANOMEDICINE LAB in the field of
APPLIED THERANOSTICS FOR
CANCER TREATMENT.

HIS ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS:

#% Secured 10" rank all over India
in lIT-JAM 2011 from among 5000
cndidtes.

# Cleared the written entrence
for TIFR DBS in 2011 and selected
for interview.

#% Cleared the written entrance
for IISC in 2011 and selected for
interview.

# Secured 51%t rank all over India
in JNU BT examination

& Won several intercollegiate
quizzes in Biotechnology during
graduation.

# Secured 2
designing  “Self
Electrical Vehicle"in.

# Received meritorious awards
from LPHS in 2004, 2005, 2006,
2007 and 2008.

# Awarded the Numero Uno in
2007 at LPHS for best academic
performance.
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