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Life’s Offerings

-Vaijayanti Kirtikar
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One lazy Sunday afternoon,
we made a trip to an orphanage.
We made quite a few rounds
around the area till we located
the faint sign written in chalk on
the gate of a nondescript
building “children’s home”. It was
basically 2 rooms cramped with
50 odd children and 3 lady
caretakers. The children were all
in the age group of 2 to 10 years
old. It was a heartwarming sight;
they were surprisingly all well
dressed, well mannered and
spoke a good spattering of
English. One by one each one

introduced themselves. They
even had fancy names like
Cindrella (the prettiest and

youngest girl in the lot), Peter
Pan (the very naughty 3 year
old), Hansel, etc. They were of
course named by the sweet
caretakers. There was one little
boy called John who particularly
caught my attention. He craved
for touch and once in my arms
he simple refused to let go off
me. We had a great time playing
games, having snacks and one
couldn't miss how their tiny
faces lit up when they saw ice
cream coming their way. When
we left they all had only one
guestion to ask “will you come
back next Sunday too?”

Most of these kids had been
left at the doorstep of the home
when they were a few days old,
some even when they were just
a day old. It is beyond
imagination what circumstance
forces people to abandon these
God’s creations. These children
were just happy that they had
visitors. We never realize that
the simple joys of life which life
offers us may be only starry
dreams for others.

| had the opportunity recently
to accompany one of my friends
to a movie hall. She was
accompanied by a very shy 16
year emaciated girl whom she
had rescued from being sold off
under the pretense of marriage in
a village in Rajasthan. She was
inside a movie hall for the first
time and her eyes were
sparkling. She wouldn’'t stop

smiling or staring at people and
constantly looking all around her
throughout the movie. She
doesn't follow Hindi at all and yet
she enjoyed the Hindi movie the
most.

These episodes just showed
me how unnecessarily we worry
over unimportant things in life
and ignore the beautiful things
life has to offer us. It is said that
the best things in life are free. |
asked some friends what gives
them joy and these are the
replies that | received:

o Sleepinginonarainy day,

@ You reach into your pocket
and find a 100 Rs note from the
last time you wore these jeans.
You aren’trich, but you are richer
than you were a second earlier,

e You pass her on the street
and she glances up at you
momentarily,

e Receiving a letter from
someone you know via snail mail
in the electronic mail age,
excitement overtakes you as you
tear into this rare gift,

@ Beating the yellow light at the
traffic signal

e Hearing the right song at the
right moment - the entire meaning
of life seems crystal clear,

@ The first sip of a water when
you're thirsty,

e You and your friend blurting
out the same exact set of words
simultaneously,

e Spotting a parking
immediately in front of you,
Realizing you have more time to
sleep — Something abruptly
awakens you and you think it's
time to get up. Then you squint
over at your alarm clock and
realize you still have 2 more
hoursto sleep,

@ A beautiful view — As the car
veers around the side of the
mountain you can see the entire
valley below filled with wild
flowers and bright green
vegetation. The scenery reminds
you of something you once saw
in National Geographic. But here
itis live, right before your eyes.

e Reminiscing about old times
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with your closest friends

e The feeling after a healthy
workout - feeling of self
accomplishment;

e Holding hands with someone

youlove

The best things in life are
indeed free; hugs, smiles,
friends, family, sleep, love,

laughter and good memories are
every human’s treasure. Really
life is filled with simple
pleasures, the little satisfactions
we never really anticipate but

take great pleasure in. We
should celebrate these gifts of
life in our own unique way. Look
around you for reasons to smile
and you will find ample things to
make you laugh out loud.

| just found my reason to
laugh out loud

One of our new age
politician’s  photograph  was
screaming from a big banner on
the roads “May you have
Phosphorus New Year”.

Wish all readers a very non
metallic and chemical new year.

TTBR Uy |IYTeT THIS

TER T 9T GAEST 9§
TIBR Ty &hI- 37T, BT, WML,
QR Ir=aT Gger faemme faear
feaier ¢ fedaxT, Roe3 TSH
W1 qI8R T ShI-3T7. =T
GIOEET=aT  Qishideh  hEr=
ORI GURT 3 STSedIrgT
TeIeT T ST ST,
TS Wat- (95 2 a9)
3-Ta- gy FNTETeTeT
faw- sTreRTeT S
. fUS I qBUS AT
GHTSIT Ffeqs
F-T2- Y T
gAfed (GFHITHHT qT=)

T ShHTh- . Or. T AfSa
o7, fedte shHieh- 9. STEEd
ST qesUs, qaid ShHieh-
Tt. gaT e TS
FasrareT wEt (3% 30 At
far- fafay we  a@
(FHITHHT IT= TR Hd)
3T-Ta- gy FETETeeT

T T & TSR AT EeT.
o, fada waew- %
srferem fFreree wifdens,
JAT HHh- F. AT IroreT
TBIS

F-T2- Y Tt

JT AT Y TR T ST
T HHIh- . T YR,
e wAfew- o, TEHER
FORE fasIeR, JAT shHen-
. ST SR HISR
TEAhT WAt (3 30 fAfTd)
3F-TTE- Q4 FuiETTe
fawr- qoTdt Tsifaor

T AT 3 TR AT EaaT.
gy hHieh- . AT
freprers wifdeet, st

faw- arerta
TqH THHh- &F. AR fSTael
Teus, fadt shter- . Fomd
TR HIBR
F-TTa- QY Futaial
fawr- e
fasaerT, fdia AR Siwar
gAT TIAFHHAR  HIBR, T
SFHTR- G T T S8R
HISE et (3 3 )
37-TT- ¢ auidd
fow=r- qoret Tstfaor
TqH HA- . faam g
IR, fedir - .
e HER HIBSR, JAT SHHTH-
. AR STaeT T2,
F-TTE- ¢ FEiae o 4 FEiaad
TR TTHTET Tre STt ATat.
i A GO L ER )
. EFAR FONE fasrIent
AT THST T
& . fasr T o T
TehuTET ST et (@ 4 7))
3T-Ta- gy FETETEeT
TESHTITHTST T STt ATl
F-TTa- QY Futaier
T - Higdar |
TIHAR HieR, fadar swHieh-
. FEHART FURE fasEren.
O Tafer ThET ST
. quitcl T S 7 . g
TOT I hel. AT IT ST
Enstscaei ST 3%
TeTh=r URET HTST=A
37T STl @A gHoT T
SHT GG oA 3T
IW-TEA TrRIhHIe! IS
AR AT WESHHAT AT
Ea
IJEEl  UReR WY 9T
THTSTIA T Tyeferiar

USTEATasoh THTSITAT STET&=AT

HHIH-  F. &l ATeed
e, g ShHTR- & ST
I T3S

F-TE- Q4 TEfade

fawr- HTEUIET g FAfaur
TIq  HHh- A AGHHR
FORE fasaene, s
MR- . Wt IeT TBuS
Tt et

-~ Y TG

&I <UATH ST

TER T 9RTA  GHTSITET
QREAT FY(ARGT TGS HTAT
THaR fg. 3¢ AT 0%% TS,
. 4 97, @R I¢fid 9eR Iy
HI-3TT. 7. GEEIEAT
qr&epfdeh she=aT HHREId Sl.
3T UNTHRL HeEL ATEAT
TIFAGTET  TERT ST
REH




ThgdRl R0%%

THIHUT

3

o@ich
AU TEUL-

HET T

-ST. gaAAaeehT

O HOTEEE SEgl.

MM T o= ga=ai=T

BREINIEPEEIECC M R )

rmoATETEr ST AT
A foem S St
SMOT A= SYANT  SHAAl.
ATHeS 3T ST G JEhT

AThTaET T ot

TS FHITAT AT I Fegait. 7T
gfemT ™ STIfoT "UdT .
HETe WU, SEHTRl THHG

HTT AAdEd o hdd B/id.

Hont, dfedl Hao@lel Sl

FHBTAT ST 98 AN BIel,

SATIOT SATST=AT BT, T

YT USHHIRN g ared

gqeh=.”’ HEATS ST&T ST ot

STATT |V TehHehTaEl &y

HAYATT. AMUT AT TST=AT

qeTd STHAIS AT SheaqT Shed

STHEETT ST 9= ST Shdl,
ST NG ST 9ROl

fEm=er s, 907 9 gol
ggEY ©Y ANl W OSTR

SO 3D o

SeO=r e, fSaes eTuw

TRUTTRT, ‘3T TETE! HSigr

IEER 1S, fader sTmae
fyaAfad=r  STETehT  HIST.
TR el UahTe STeET=AT oY
vy rgtenr fafaw et
AT,  AHRT  TeE  AHSHAT

TEAT RO AT hT?
I B AL ot g
GoTehat.

feepoft amRoer, § 9a TR

TIASST AT BIAT AT, deaT faer

T SHELAT SHLGA STAT ATTAT .
S Heholedr O TeoaTa
I ®OT, did AR dre
LT, qOTETTA A8 L T3 IS

e aifecas $3? TMaa
TEd O deeAT Jedrad. T
STRAT ST W= ? 7 Afesd o

L. A R 9 giEa ?

HIROT, TOATETA] ST THT
AT qUATETRL ShIgT T
TAGT -UT 3T A HIal o
kT & SrE@adrd. |
TSk Haldaa o ‘TUET T

HAETAT  dTehTalet 37T
gRE! 8d ¥ $&F hlerail

dIEITd Tl Shiel TEE MY
33T

“grg, HTA T HSAT SIS
HLTTT Shaledl 3T Brar. Hr
ST Aledd Bial. daeard A8
SHTH HYA ST . TGS ST T
g2’ T SeH=S Uy, H
TEHE SIRER ¥ goredr. 9ot

TS aEd st fa= gTarE
qar?’’ deft TR A,
el BTG aL HLOT TS IO
Tehdiia I qTg 3Tera! T

HT AT SIS ST egl.
W 3T WU,  Sieheid
ST & | JSATTST. SATER
RS ITHA ¥ YaTIe. 77 <l |/
e Siehcde.”  TEUSTer
Tfeheict  WTNT gHESTa.

FifraeaiRTar Tea-re faer.

qreh et Tt RIETA
HIUIHiHI{{Q STeTdrd. W
TRUTATT. 0T Udeh 3T WU
FITET LT @13 ANTar
TeATeh g TGl T feTereh e
Qs HLIT HA. TUT TAh

HATBTIUT TBTAT. IS el
FHETUIATT THSTA T ATe o,

BT AT AT SATICATR g
SHTH & Tl ST STSTET AT
AT AT USh Heh (91 T 378
FHT. BIOTAATAS 2 ST
fa=mer. gor faamaa aset.

“ft ghTar W, daedTrd

WRAHAX T T qiGq= S
B Tohs WIS "TATd ANTard. ™

AT ST T fadter
o =0 1 L £ 1 1 1 M o | SO
faThTE 9T Uahd BidT. STIT-

ATT=AT STehTaLl HeFT TSTRT Tt grar. fagr 1 o, s,
T FHTCERET dardE e, Sitew, e et
HTEIT FATT TG TR AR g 3Tk ha<dl hgA
farer, ‘o wUEw HEAT? ¥dard. AT eI e
I T HIST™ R 9. HEAT - SH0ATHIa! SheTedT 7
It I e, 0T STONET Telt.  FEAhANYST I HIAHA

T STRTET TETT 3T

STAIRTHEA STHATT. T ST

T GIeT=! A I AT, TSR
ERll M TS
STEATSHERE FA. TOT q1eT
. fovaer a9 deas d
A S AT HEAT AT
STATTIE I qred  FeUTTe,

GHSTATA JUT ST{eth T STl ShTHeh |
SHLAT Al LG HUTR TS
AOIT S LT Hd.
SRTAT ATSe Shedd Bial of
TST? qUT Sifeh AT Shaldias
STTOT T HLGA HUT=AT=T BTa-
ATATEE ST ShTal GHsId eid, o

g, 9T AT TGOl A
[qrEar I, d GG s W
ST AT SetaedTa? 7 HeAH
SR TS ST iff et

SHTHShATE 3THE HUAMEEST QL
B9, 3TfoT eifesT Arfedia &t
e > ; R
i TaeaH 0T SH-81 9l
hEAgrE@adsrd.’’

CeifcmTelt  FHacar WA

T B, fa9 giearTey TeT=
Qreftd  TRUM=AT  TehT  STATT
HUTERT i Sl SiTe.
g9 FTET ST B, STaT
ST SMHEGHYA BldeTHed el
ST T HIOTHTY T ARA 994
gt STT T Srerret. e
T ST HOTATET SemeEie
IF Ted. I T TS STaT
AT B, deeT H fo=me &,
T TS, T ThHERTII Sh I0TeHT

qMAaq va T e frereR?”

e 3tiTeT faem.

qMageidd.”” STHIT GifTaet.
*BTTT AR STST? SqTfoT oY

SiehT TSI T gHSTd?

HaA  Hadd  HAHAId. H™on
IRl R %H{dﬁl"i('l{ ?f
IR 2 A I S R LR | T e | roat
T TS TTeAdTd. Teel S Jeal

T AT T T . TSR
T TN oht o T STATHT
HIOTETRT A3 STetTr=r 3ATfoT |t

O HUASAT TS BT o
eifewd. feam #wgs o=
Sle T, ARl AT HIEA T
FHE AT HLATST ATHTh S

TS T eh T
T agier AEla. ST 3TE
TR T Gguit- it e e

T FRUTIT, “|Ts, AT BT
TS: foreTTet 318 =7, AT st Blar
TR oI AT 3T draaeErd
T ATET. TOT ATAT b ARTAT Sl
A SIS TSAT. /T STRTeA
THSTA &h ! ATAT Yob AT .

FUTT Shigeh hel. AT AE < 4

3foT wa: = T W, fATeen
S STHUTR 3T AT Tt HeTeT
SIS YTETIAT? TSl FHTIOTTT
HUATEST  STIUHETE T,

HIORT  higesl, feaafaeomd
oot @ " STEdara
UAThHS. UhHSHET  qToT

s d TTATTe! STITAT Shadd

T ITIOT 93T AT ASh S = ST (T ¥ i ¥ )
g @) W W e

‘Grass-cut style’




Thgdail Q0%

THIGUT

¥

USRI aTq

IEL GRS SICE RIS

GuUAT WASHT FHT ST Goflg fager HIBR A+l TR AET

ARG Edell df ‘TYasvI =27 areeardt ad STeid-

“To sleep, perchance to
dream: ay, there's the rub."
-WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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