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The Accidental

"The  book titled The
Accidental Prime Minister
written by Mr. Sanjay Baru a
former Officer in Dr. Manmohan
Singh's Office and published by
Penguines, deserves impartial
reading in view of the current
General Elections. At the outset
I would like to clarify that Dr.
Singh used to call himself the
Accidental Prime Minster,
perhaps in situations which were
beyond his control.
Consequently the title of the
book is not one of Mr. Baru's
making. The book is of great
value to the lay reader who may
like to know how the poilitics in
New Delhi functions. Mr. Baru
has considerable respect for
Dr.Singh for his integrity, his
scholarly mind and his national
interests at heart. The reader
certainly gets this impression
when he reads chapter after
chapter, as Mr. Baru has not
spoken disparagingly about Dr.
Singh anywhere. However he is
at great pains to ascertain on so
many pages that there are two
power positions in New Delhi ---
the PM and the leader of the
party in power. Regrettably the
PM's postion is relegated by the
leader of the party in power, very
often to the point of humiliation
before the Press and other
media. Mr. Baru has particularly
brought out this unfortunate
development from time to time in
both the terms of Dr.Singh,
particularly in his second one.
According to him, Sonia Gandhi
often bypassed Dr.Singh with

regard to appointments of
Ministers and other vital
decisions of national
significance. Probabaly this
prompted Dr.Singh to call
himself the Accidental Prime

Minister, may be in view of the
fact that he was not elected to
the Lok Sabha and was
appointed through the Rajya
Sabha, though Mr. Baru advsied
him on various occasions to
seek a place in the Lok Sabha
through election, as this would
have strengthened his hands.
The book says that Dr. Singh
was often at the mercy of
politicians like Karat, Pranab
Mukerjee, Anthony and L.K.
Adavani, who were instrumental
in influencing Mrs. Gandhi's
decisions. However Dr. Singh put
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his foot down at the time of
India's nuclear agreement with
USA and finally got it
signed.though Mr. Karat tried his
level best to sabotage it. At the
end of the book, one strongly
feels that Dr. Singh sacriced his
own importance as Prime
Minister for the betterment of the
country, though his silence has
been misinterpreted as his
weakness, particularly when he
was faced with corruption
charges against his Ministers.
With regard to Mr. Baru's
background, he comes from a
well-educated and distiguished
family.His father was a speech-
writer for Mr.Narasinhan Rao the
former Prime Minister. He has
made his mark as PM's media
person and as a known journalist
in the world of Press in India. He
relinquished his position in PM's
Office in 2009 and took up
appointment as a Professor in
Singapore. To his credit he was
recalled by Dr. Singh in his
second term, but some
unscrupulous politicians in New
Delhi ensured that he was not
appointed. The opinion
expressed in this article is
entirely mine as a Non-Resident
Indian living in USA, but
someone who is proud of his
Indian roots. "
Email: sujanrane@yahoo.com
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