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THE UNVEILING OF THE PORTRAIT OF RT.
HON'BLE DR. M.R. JAYAKAR on

20" November 2015 in the Bombay High Court
-by Adv. Mrs. Ketaki Rajan Jayakar

It was a very proud moment for
all the Pathare Prabhus when the
oil painting of Rt. Hon'ble Dr. M.R.
Jayakar done by late Mr.
Keshavrao Rane was unveiled in
the Bombay High Court at the
hands of the Hon'ble Acting Chief
Justice of Bombay Mrs. Vijaya
Kapse Tahilramani. Pandit Sujan
Rane who had preserved the
portrait made by his father since
1932 handed it over to Rajan this
summer with a request to have it
adorn the walls of a great legal
institution.  Thereafter Rajan
initially offered it to our Supreme
Court, since M.R.Jayakar was a
Judge of institutions which were
comparable to the our Supreme
Court before its formation.
However our Supreme Court
politely declined the offer. Rajan
with his passion for preserving
history offered it to the Bombay
High Courtsince M.R.Jayakarwas
practicing in the Bombay High
Court. Chief Justice Mohit Shah
and other senior Judges of the
BombayHigh Court whohad seen
Rajan’sendeavourinputtingupthe
Bombay High Court Museum
acceptedthe portraitand agreedto
allot CourtRoom No:24 for putting
upthe portrait. The presentActing
ChiefJusticetooaccepted Rajan’s
request foraPrivate functiontobe
held in the ceremonial Central
CourtRoomforunveilingthe same.
The Central CourtRoom hasbeena
place where historical trials had
taken place, including three
seditiontrials of Lokmanya Tilak of
1897, 1908 and 1916 where
Lokmanya Tilak had conducted his
own case and also the Nanavati
Trialamong other cases..

The function was held in the
ceremonial Central CourtRoom of
ourHigh Courtpresided overbyHer
ladyship and the portrait was
unveiled by the Hon’ble Chief
Justice. Mr. Sujan Rane flewdown
from U.S.A to attend this
momentous occasion to see his
father's dream come true.
Needlesstowrite thatRajanreally
worked hard to make it a grand
success. The Incorporated Law
Society was represented by
Solicitor Priyahas Jani. The
Appellate Side of the High Court
wasrepresented by their President
Mr. Rajiv Chavan. The Bar
Association (Original Side) was

represented by their President Dr.
Milind Sathe. Mr.Sujan Rane (the
donor of the portrait) and Rajan
Motiram Jayakar the backbone of
this event flanked the Hon’ble the
Acting ChiefJustice. The Jayakar
Libraryin Pune University, Kirtikar
library in the Bombay High Court
andallthe achievements ofthe Rt.
Hon'ble M.R.Jayakardazledallthe
rapt audience as one by one the
august speakers on the stage
extolled the legal acumen of Rt.
Hon'ble M.R.Jayakar.

Mohan  Motiram  Jayakar
anchored the programme with his
usualelanandimpeccable English
language. Ameet Naik proposed
the vote ofthanks.

Rajan spoke about the life of
M.R.Jayakar and pointed out that
there are only two instances of
personswhowere notJudgesofthe
Bombay High Court and their
portraits are hung in the Bombay
High Court. Firstone being that of
SirJohnPeter Grant(1828—-1830)
who was aJudge of the Supreme
Court of Bombay which was the
predecessor of the High Court of
Bombayandthe secondoneisthat
of the Rt. Hon’ble M.R.Jayakar.
Boththe portraitsare donatedtothe
High Court.

The present generation is not

even aware of the great
achievements of this great legal
luminary Rt. Hon’ble
Dr.M.R.Jayakar. Mukundrao

Ramrao Jayakar was born on
13.11.1873 in a middle class
Parbhu family, howeverhelosthis
fatherataverytenderage andwas
brought up by his maternal
grandfather Vasudeo Jagannath
Kirtikar who himself was an
eminent Advocate and for a short
time even acted as a Judge of the
BombayHigh Court.

*x Jayakar did his schooling in
Elphinstone High School and
graduationin St.Xavier’s Collegein
1895.

* Thereafter he did his M.A. in
English &  Sanskrit  from
Elphinstone College in 1897.

*x He decided to start a school
which would inculcate spirit of
independence, deep thought and
burning patriotism as he felt that
the institutions created by British
were for nurturing bureaucracy by
creating Graduates who would be

suitable for government jobs.
With the help of Vinayak Thakar,
S.R.Dharadhar, V. R. Joshi, P. B.
Shingane, S. S. Trilokekar, R. S.
Navalkar, Solicitor Raghunandan
Kothare and Dr. S. B. Nayak he
set up Aryan Education Society
which ranAryan High School. The
School is still functioning in
Girgaum area. Jayakar taught

English and Sanskrit in that
school.
x Jayakar passed his LL.B.

exam in 1902 from Government
Law School, which functioned
from Elphinstone College building
andis now called Governmentlaw
College..

x Jayakar leftfor Londonin 1903
and since he could notjoin Oxford
University he joined the chamber
of Barrister Mark Romerin Gray’s
Inn To become abarister

* On 14.10.1903 Jayakar took
law examination in London and
was called to the Bar in 1905. His
callwas moved by Lord Alverston,
Chief Justice of England and
seconded by Lord Romer, Judge
ofthe Court of Appeal.

x In March 1903 M. R. Jayakar
returned to Bombay and applied
for being admitted as Advocate.
His Application was accepted by
Chief Justice of Bombay High
Court, Sir Lawrence Jenkins on
17.4.1905 and swornin before the
Bench of Chief Justice and Justice
Batty.

x M. R. Jayakarwas considered
an expert on Hindu law and
Dharmashastra, as Hindu law was
not codified at that time.

*x M.R.Jayakar taughtHindu Law
at Govt. Law School in Bombay
but resigned in 1912 as a junior
Englishman superseded him to
the post of Principal.

* In 1923 became member of
Bombay Legislative Council.

*x He was a leader of the Swaraj
Party for a short time till his
resignationin1925. Hewasalsoa
member of Hindu Missionary
Society.

*x In 1926 became member of
Central Legislative Assembly.

x Jayakar had earlier met
Barrister Sir Rufus Isaacs in his
student days in the chamber of
Romer , Sir Issacs later on
became Lord Reading, when
Jayakar methimin 1931 atthe 2"
Round Table Conference in
London. Lord Reading was part of
the British delegation. In fact in
1930 Jayakar and Tej Bahadur
Sapru were involved in the
negotiation between and the
British Government, since Motilal
Nehruand other Congess leaders
were imprisoned. These
negotiations eventually led to the
Gandhi- Irwin Pactin March 1931
whereby Congress leaders were
released from prison and they
were persuaded by Jayakar and
Sapru to attend the Round Table
Conferencein 1931. Mr. Jayakar
was the legal advisertothe Indian
Delegation and satwith Mahatma
Gandhi, Madan Mohan Malviya
and Tej Bahadur Sapru alongwith

other delegation members at the
round table conference. InLondon
he also met Mrs.Annie Besant,
with  whom he had close
association in later years.

*x After 32 years of practice and
his positive approachto politics he
was elevated to the Bench of
Federal Courtin 1937 by warrant of
King George VI. Underthe Govt of
India Act, 1935. Chief Justice
Maurice Gwyer, and the other two
Judges were Shah Suleiman
(Chief Justice of Allahabad High
Court) and Dr. M.R.Jayakar (from
the Bombay Bar ) were the first
appointees as Judges of the
Federal Court which started
functioningin 1937.

*x M.R.Jayakar was conferredan
Honorary Doctorate by Oxford
University in 1938 upon the
recommendation of E. J.
Thompsonand Marquis of Lothian.

* The High point in his career
came when Dr. M.R.Jayakar was
further elevated in 1939 to the
Judicial Committee of Privy
Councilby Warrant of King George
VI.Hewas one ofthe seven Indian
Judgeswhowere members ofthe
Judicial Committee between 1909
and1947.

* In 1943 he donated his
grandfather’s library of 3000 Law
books to create the Vasudeo
Jagannath Kirtikar Library which
still exists in the High Court today
In Court Room 36 of the Bombay
High Court and Rs.25,000 for
furtheraugmentation of library.

*x He was appointed the First
Vice Chancellor of Pune University
and remained as such between
1948 and 1956.

*x He donated his bungalow in
Pune and a huge library to Pune
University. The Jayakar Library
still exists in Pune. His bungalow
presently houses Film Institute of
India.

*x He was a member of
ConstituentAssembly.

* He passed away on 10" March
1959.

Luckily Rajan was able to
contact a few of the family
members including Smt.Rekha
Anil  Vijayakar (the grand
daughter-in-law) and Prasanna
Gokhale (great grand daughter
)among other. Her simple speech
telling the audience of the family
life of their dear Babasaheb
brought such awonderful warmth
to the evening filled with the
grandeur of the erudite Vedanta
scholar and the member of the
Federal Court and Privy Council.
The audience got a very realistic
peekin the life of a family man who
gathered all his family members at
seven in the evening to say the
evening prayers together and
Babasaheb would not sleep
without playing for an hour or soon
his Sitar. Both Rajan and myself
felt very fulfilled that we had done
some small service to the memory
of late Rt. Hon'ble Dr. M.R.Jayakar
who was the father figure and the
guiding force in Rajan's fatheri.e.
Solicitor M.V. Jayakar's life.
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Rt. Hon. Dr. M.R Jayakar's portrait was unveiled in the High Court

of Bombay by the Chief Justice Mrs. Kapse- Tahilramani On 20
November, 2015 in the presence of a large gathering consisting of
Judges, Lawyers and members of the Pathare Prabhu community.
The function was organized at the initiative of Solicitor Mr. Rajan
Motiram Jayakar. The portrait had been painted by the well-known
artist and Fellow of the J. J. School of Arts, Bombay Mr. Keshavrao
Rane in 1932 soon after Dr. Jayakar's return from attending the
Roundtable Conference in London in 1931 as a delegate to promote
the cause of india's independence. The other important delegates
were Mahatma Gandhi, Mohamed Ali Jinnah, Dr. Ambedkar. The
priceless portrait was donated by Mr. Keshavrao Rane's son Mr.
Sujan Rane who specially flew into Mumbai to attend the function.
The function was indeed a matter of pride specially for Pathare
Prabhus since Dr. Jayakar was the first Hindu Judge of the Federal
Court at New Delhi, which preceded the current Supreme Court of
India at New Delhi. Dr. Jayakar was elevated to the Privy Council in
London which was the highest Court of Appeal.

-Sujan Rane
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