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Just recently ,I read a book
named ‘The Dollar Bahu',
authored by Sudha Murthy . Itis a
stereotypical story of a small
town boy enamored by the
unsurpassed wealth of ‘The Land
where Dreams Come True',
America, and the things that he
has to let go to achieve this long
cherished dream of his. There is
nothing extraordinarily different
either about the subject or the
storyline . My reader , you must
be wondering why am | telling you
all this ?Am | not able to find a
good topic to write about ? .Uh...It
is nothing of that sort .

When | was over and done
with reading the book , it was
11:30 in the night .l kept it by my
bedside , turned the lights off and
was trying to lull myself to sleep
but...I couldn’t.

The series of events that |
read about in the book were once
again being replayed in my mind
.Chandrashekhar’s (the
protagonist) unstoppable desire
to go and work in America , the
enticing luxuries of that nation,
the desire that kept him away
from his near and dear ones, his
marriage to Jamuna , Jamuna’s
cruelty to Chandrashekhar’s
family , he being deeply
unsatisfied with his decision of
going to America but yet being
incapable of renouncing the
comforts that that country had
dished out to him.

| wondered whether his desire
to leave his own motherland and
go to some unknown nation and
live a life that of a slave was on the
right lines?. | was really unable to
deduce a conclusion out of it .
There are hundreds of thousands
of Chandrashekar's in this

-Anjore Paresh Kothare

country , who are so driven by the
desire to leave this country and
settle abroad that they often
belittle the cost they pay for it
.Here, | must admit that even |
was one such Chandru. Have we
ever given a thought to the fact
that if all the talented youth of this
country migrates to some
unknown land in a quest for
comfort then ‘What Will Happen
Of My Beloved India?’. This
thought ended there , | was soon
in deep slumber and my
guestions remained
unanswered.After this | had my
unit tests .1 got busy with those
and this thought soon drifted
away .

Then | took up another book
to read , Haak Aabhalachi
‘written by the famous writer S.N.
Pendse. It was about the ‘Lion of
India ‘, Lokmanya. | finished
reading that book and by the end
of it the intricately tangled net of
questions in my mind slowly
began to untangle. It said that
there was nothing wrong in going
to a better developed nation and
having a desire to stash your
bank account with heaps of
money . But, once you have
learned and earned to your
heart’s content , itis important to
give back something worthwhile
to your own country . It is like the
repayment of a debt .

Soon the clutter in my mind
about this was cleared and | was
able to gain a better perspective .
One book was the reason behind
the arousal of a question in a
tender teenage mind and the
other was a befitting answer to it.
Strangely , these two books
came into my reading one after
the other.
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