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Weekend Dairies

-Rajesh Navalkar
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With the Summer Vacations
coming to an end and while we
await to bid goodbye to the
sizzling summers what one looks
forwards to is the arrival of
Monsoon and with that the related
goodies that the Nature has to
offertous...

| personally love the Rains. A
lot of people | know do not agree
to my sentiments, however |
reserve my feelings to myself .
Speaking of rains .. What comes
into the minds of the "not so
happy with rains" people are the
potholes, the mucky roads, the
wetness all around ... all this are
the first visions of the rainy
season to them ...

Well ... when it comes to Me
.. I look forward to the first smell of
the mud around you, ..the wash
that happens to the trees and
leaves which are otherwise
soaked in dust ... the dark clouds
, the thundering and lightning ..
the sprays of the rains lashing
around .. the flora and fauns which
rejuvenates the magical
Rainbow ...all these things turn
me On. May be its got something
to do with me being a Piscean....
luv water always ..

Monsoon is the right season
for Outings .. for the adventurous
and also for the not so
adventurous people.. one needs
to enjoy rains to the fullest to
experience the feel... there hasn’t
been a single year so far where |
have not gone to Marine Drive in
Mumbai during monsoon to see
the wild sea and have waited for
the waves to lash on the bay and
spray the sparkles on your face ..
its an experience that one feels
and enjoys ... "Rim Zim Gire
Savan" iS a spontaneous
Kishore Kumar number which |

hum whistle enjoying the rains ...

Our daily cuisine also
changes according to the
weather. with the trawlers

docking on the bay .. seldom fish
is available for grabs then
comes out the Sode Batati, dried
bombil fried crispy with masala ,
Javlyachi Bhaji ... also love the
tiny bombil which you get during
that season.... Kanda Bhaaji
being the favorite snack of the
season it gives such a
pleasure sipping hot coffee ..
having kanda bhaaji and seeing
the rains outside the window...

With the arrival of Monsoon,
one looks forward for the
Weekends ... to hit to the roads..
to the hills ... One cannot afford to
miss the amazing flora and fauna
which Nature Offers us during the
season. Picturestic landscapes ..
sparkling waterfalls flowing
rivers .. its amazing to see how
rains transforms life  into
everything around you.

| love watching Waterfalls .. It
gives one a feel of the might of
Mother Nature .. There are a
number of such awesome spots
around Mumbai and Maharashtra
which are a must visit for
monsoon enthusiast’s. .. infact |
can list down a few incase you
guys want to venture out and try
out the sites ... Close to Mumbai
.. On the Mumbai Pune express
highway .. between Lonavala and
Khandala is the Kune falls ..also
known as the Liril falls where the
Liril Ad was shot .. .. the next
amazing sight is the Thosegar
waterfalls at Satara ... you can
actuall feel the pressure while you
watch the fall from a distance ..
Lingamala Waterfalls is again a
must watch fall which is near the
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Venna Valley of Mahableshwar.
While on your way to Matheran
from Neral stations you will come
across the Peb Falls ... 5 kms
from Devrukh at Ratnagiri are the
Marleshwar falls which is also a
great sight to see... Infact ..
Mahableshwar, Matheran,
Khandala, Lonavala are places
which offer amazing falls to enjoy.
But the Mother of all falls
according to me is the
"Dudhsagar Falls".

Dudhsagar Falls (literally Sea
of Milk ) is a four-tiered waterfall
located on the Mandovi River in
the state of Goa. It is 60 km from
Panaji by road and is located on
the Madgaon-Belgaum rail route
about 46 km south of Madgaon
and 60 km north of Belgaum.
Dudhsagar Falls is amongst
India's tallest waterfalls with a
height of 310 m(1017 feet) and an
average width of 30 metres
(100 feet). It is a breath taking
sight while in the train .. One must
have seen the location with was
shot in the movie Chennai
Express.

The falls is located in the
Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary
and Mollem National Park
amongst the Western ghats. The
waterfall forms the border
between Karnataka and Goa
states. The area is surrounded by
a deciduous forest with rich bio
diversity.

The nearest rail station
accessible by road to the falls is
Castle Rock station. Visitors
could get in a train from here and
disembark at the Dudhsagar stop.
It is to be noted that the
Dudhsagar rail stop is not a
station where passengers can
expect a platform. Passengers
and visitors have to climb down
the steep ladder of the rail
compartment in a short 1-2
minute unscheduled stop. From
this rail stop, visitors have to walk
about a kilometer on the tracks to
arrive at the falls. Caution needs
to be exercised when planning a
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trip to the falls with elders or
children. There are many outdoor
adventure organizations that
organize monsoon treks to
Dudhsagar for people interested
in adventures that includes
trekking from Castle Rock and
camping under the falls for a
night.

Weekend Outings during
Monsoon are best in the hills with
so much to enjoy. All the hill
stations close down the business
. only enthusiast trekkers or
picnickers are seen around the
hills. Off season rates apply to the
hills making the journey more
economical.

With such a burst of Nature ..
Monsoon forms the best
adventurous season for me.. be it
travel ..or be it Photography .. you
always tend to get the best shots.
One has to witness the
aftereffects of the season at
"Kaas Plateau" at Satara
which is a Valley of Flowers.

Best visited during mid
September to mid October.. The
Kaas Plateau also known as the
"Kaas Pathar" is a platue situated
in the Western Ghat Sahyadri
range, and is known for various
types of wild flowers which bloom
every year. It has been declared
as Biodiversity World Heritage
Site by The United Nations
Educational Scientific  and
Cultural Organization (Unesco
The place has more than 850
different species of flowers and
other plants including Orchids,
Karvy and carnivorous plants
such as Drosera Indica. This falls
under the Sahyadri Sub Cluster of
Western Ghats which is now a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Kaas is again a must visit site
according to me.

I can go on and on with my
affection for the season,... being
the best for my Photographic
Expeditions and Tours ... | wish
everyone a Very Happy Monsoon
..Let your hair down ... Do get
Wet .. .. Be achild all over again ..
Its Natures Gift to all .. Respect it
and Enjoy !
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Today morning, | wentto a
shop to buy mosquito coil. To
my surprise! | saw a mosquito
newspaper. Then | also
noticed that shop was not run
by shopkeepers but by
mosquitoes. Then | noticed

some very interesting
products like the mosquito
buzzing C.D, a mosquito

dance C.D known as ‘DAS
DANCE' or D.D. It also
included the newspaper. |
bought the newspaper, the
song C.D. and the dance C.D.
in exchange of three drops of
my blood. See how expensive
it is!

| reached home and
started reading the
newspaper with great
curiosity. Then | came across
a breaking news on the front
page. The news was about

week ago we had a telephonic
chat. She told me about the
summer atmosphere. She
continued and said that the
temperature was above 47.
She said, she takes her little
daughter, every evening down
for a walk. Taking her child in a
pram would be difficult for her
to use the stairs; so she uses
the lift. While going down or
coming up in the lift was a
difficult thing for her to do
because in the lift lived many
mosquitoes who used to bite
them. But now my aunt is
really happy because all of
them have died due to the
heat. This fact gave an idea of
the mosquito shop and the
mosquito newspaper.

So, how is my idea of
mosquito newspaper? Isn't it
a great news for you?......!!
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