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Weekend Dairies

-Rajesh Navalkar
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"WEEKEND" for any
individual is like Festivity coming
Home ... be it a Working person,
Business man, a Student or
even a Home maker ..

So, whats this about
Weekends that everybody looks
forward to ... or at-least wants to
indulge in ..

There was a study/survey
conducted by me whilst | was
venturing into Expeditions and
Tours which was linked to my
Photographic assignments and |
was amused with the findings
people shared with me ... which i
thought i should share with you
people too. | am sure you will all
relate yourself with it in some
way or the other...

The approaching of Saturday,
Sunday .. or even Friday
evenings runs a fever of
excitement amongst us
...moreover cause most of us
have a holiday from work and we
intend to indulge into doing
something which will shake off
the stress and tension caused
during the whole week.

Ilts a mixture of feelings
amongst people.. on how they
want to spend their Weekend.
Restaurants, Pubs, Bars and
Gourmet clubs are amongst the
hot lists of "Wants" on a Friday
evening mostly amongst the
youngsters and the office goers
.. "Drink and Be Merry" is the
Mantra. And why not ... after a
stressful long week its rational
enough to roll up your sleeves,
let your hair down and Chill.

The categories of eateries
have increased offering
numerous specialties to satisfy
ones tastebuds. Its nice to see
that people have become more
knowledgeable in terms of
culinary varieties, thanks to the
numerous television food
channels  showcasing food
varieties around the world, and to
satisfy their taste buds there are
multiple multi cuisine outlets
which have sprung up in the city.
Pub culture has elevated itself to
new heights, bars and hangouts
increased.. people have a wide
variety of options to choose

now.. depending upon their
crowd or wallet size .. they can
choose their night out joints. |
remember someone telling me
... the category of the joints to
visit on a weekend depends
upon which day of the month it
is .. the reason being obvious..
Salaries

With the economic influx the

access to luxurious assets/
items have become more
easy...rather the power of

spending has gone up. In todays
times, items which once formed
luxurious are now falling in the
necessity  category. Plastic
money has become a integral
part of a persons wallet now

giving the person more
confidence ...more power ... to
spend.

There's this new genset of
enthusiasts which have sprung
up who love to go for Outings
during the weekend ... they love
Long Drives !

Fortunately .. there are a lot
of Weekend Spots mushroomed
in and around Mumbai providing
the Gate-Away seeked by the
Weekenders. Lonavala,
Khandala, Karzat, Matheran &
Mahableshwar are amongst the
hills...on the sea front you will
find people venturing for long
drives down NH17, amazing
locations down the Konkan sea
belt...Alibaug, Murud right upto
Guhaghar & Dapoli.. then on the
other side on the western
express highway we have spots
beyond Vasai & Virar.... Safala,
Bordi, Vapi and one more detour
takes you beyond Kalyan,
Murbad and Malsejh...

The treks down Loah Ghad or
the Twilight Trek to
Harishchandraghad are some of
the most raved treks of today.
Karzat is full of farm-houses and
Matheran and Mahableshwar
give you the feel of the Walking
through the Clouds.

NH17 is one of my favorite
drive down the Coastal sea-belt
and very soon you will see me
coming up with a Photographic
Exhibition featuring the Konkan

(Cont. on Page 2 col. 3)
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MR. RAVINDRA MANKAR AS | KNEW HIM

16th February 2015 was a day
of mixed feelings. | was feeling
elated and happy at my singing
performance on 14th February
2015 at the Gomantak Vidya
Niketan, Madgaon, Goaunderthe
banner of Anahatnaad, particularly
because the local newspaper
Lokmatwas effusive inits praise of
my performance and had
published my name in its heading
with my photo while performing.
As | was relaxing in Panjim, Goa,
postmy performance, | received a
call from my wife Neelima from
USA that Mr.Ravindra Mankar
whom we affectionately called
Ravindra Bhaojee had passed
away at his daughter Harsha
Trilokekar's place in New Zealand.

Naturally my feeling of
happiness gave way to one of
considerable sadness. | knew
Ravindra Bhaojee right from the
time | hadjoined Hongkong Bank,
Bombay (HSBC)in 1955. He was
known as a well-qualified and
intelligentyoung Officer, specially
for his good command over
English. In recognition of his
qualities he was sent to the
Bank's London Office for training
and subsequent promotion. To
touch upon the personal side of
my association with him, I have to
say with an element of gratitude
that | got married through him to
Neelima Rane who belonged to

-Sujan Rane
the reputed family of Dadajee
Dhakjee in our community. In
course of time Ravindra Bhaojee
rose to become a senior Officer
and was deputed as an Internal
Auditor to the British Bank of the
Middle East in Dubai. But what
struck me most is that in his post
retirement stage, this man was
extremely active in  our
community affairs, he strove every
nerve to ensure that he did justice
to the cause of of our community.
His singular achievementwas that
under his care the amalgamation
of Pathare Prabhu Charities and
Pathare Prabhu Relief Fund took
place. He took great care to see
thatthe funds of these two age-old
institutions were securely
invested. Iflam notwrong, though
he kepton shuttling between India
and New Zealand for the past
some years until his demise, his
heart always lay in the welfare of
our community. Justifiably he was
a Trustee of the Pathare Prabhu
Charities as well as Prabhu Tarun.
Many pastand presentluminaries
in our community have rendered
yeoman service for the welfare of
our community and Mr. Ravindra
Mankar was indeed one of them.
His contribution towards the
cause of our community will be
remembered undoubtedly overthe
years to come.

*

this project now but you will love
to see the project when
completed.

Konkan has a lot to offer ..
rustic locations.. scenic
landscapes.. sun baked and
grounded  people..and an
amazing sea food cuisine. At
Ghuaghar... the Water Spouts
are a "Must Watch" during the
incoming of the high tide....water
gushes through the black stones
towards the hills and is thrown
40 feet up in the air.. its an
amazing display of the strength
of the sea.

Dapoli, on the other side is a
sleepy village with hardworking
fisher folks. It's a sight to watch
the fish auction on Hernai beach
and if you are lucky you will land
up with huge catch of pomfrets
or prawns for your barbecue
sessions during the stay

The general tendency is to
drive out of Mumbai on a Friday
evening after work or on a
Saturday early morning .. spend
one and a half day with friends or
family at the outdoor location
and return with beaming faces
on Sunday evening ready to take
on the forthcoming week. All
these scenic locations offer a
complete package for an outing
like stay, food & drinks making
the visitors stay more
Comfortable and Cosy.

Like | mentioned earlier, the
purchasing capacity of a person
has increased three folds and
with that a new generation of
enthusiasts  called Amateur
Photographers have emerged
with  swanky cameras and
equipment's having tremendous
appetite for what Nature &
WildLife has to offer.

These set of people form a
new group of Weekenders. They
are more adventurous and love to
venture into habitats with scenic
horizons and natures galore.
Nature has a lot to offer ... trails,
landscapes, river fronts,
Mountains, Sea fronts ... and the
best of all — Wild Life !

One would wonder how can a
person decide the right place to
go, or the right kind of location
for his indulgence..because its
just the weekend that he has in
his hands and to make so many
arrangements becomes more of
a challenge ... but not to wortry ..
as the economist say ..where
there is a demand you will find
supply.

Yes .. there are a number of
adventure camps or organizers
who organise these outings for
the enthusiasts.. Photographic
expeditions, Nature trails,
Hiking, Heritage walks are
amongst few of the ventures ...
the closest being a guided tour

you will be amazed to find so
much of Nature in its abundance
right in the City.

The other spots being
Karnala, Tadoba, Pench, Kanha
having a splurge of Nature and
Wild Life. The Flamingoes at
Shiwri or the hatching of the
turtle eggs at Velas Beach has
people flocking to get their best
shots.

Thanks to the social medias,
these amateurs have a platform
to share/showcase/display their
talent.. and yes.. get
appreciation from people too.

Well .. | spoke to one more
set of people who love to spend
their weekend amongst the
company of their Family and
Friends .. and these are the
ones who love House Parties.
With a majority of Nucleus
families around us now a days,
Organizing house parties is a "In
thing" these days as it lets you
be with your family members as
well as in the company of your
friends .. its a Win Win situation
for all. People order food and
drinks from the nearby take
away joints .. get together in an
apartment and party. Chat and
Gossip was the main ingredient
of the yesteryears .. has been
taken over by Sit-Out Singing
and Karaoke Nights. Who
doesn't sound like Kishore
Kumar or Rafi saab after two
down ? But the bonding amongst
everyone is amazing and that
what matters at the end of the
dayisn'tit ?

| also got to talk to a set of
people who didn't know what to
do for a Weekend, so much so
that they invariably land up going
to a Shopping Mall. Shopping
Malls these days are a package
deal by themselves. They offer
everything under the sun.. be it
Movies, Food joints, Gaming
Zones, Garments, Grocery and
even Spa's and Saloons. Kids
are taken care off in the gaming
zones .. husbands are taken
care off in the lounges .. Wives
are taken care off in the jewelers
sections ..what more can one
want ... you have a Car Spa too
in the parking zone.

So all in all I gathered that
there is something or the other
for all of us to indulge into during
the Weekends and Unwind. Its
upon us how we choose to live
our Saturdays and Sundays. Be
it Family time or time with
Friends, we have a choice to
make the most out of it.

So...do we relate with any of
the ideas mentioned ? Or is
being a Couch Potato also an
option ? Would love to know
your thoughts on how you spend
your weekends. | am sure | have
alotto learn .....

*
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Justin caseif you give athoughtto it..

Einstein once said,
“Everybody is a genius, but if
you judge a fish by its ability to
climb a tree, it will live its whole
life believing that it is stupid”.
This statement has come from
one genius for all other geniuses
to make them believe that they
ARE one, if they don’t consider
themselves to be one.

Have you ever given a thought
to the fact that our education
system is just creating workers
and not thinkers. As a girl in
eleventh standard it is far too
early for me to judge the system
of which I am a small part. But, |
sometimes really feel that
unless and until somebody is
vocal about it, things will not
change. Life is not based on
Algebraic expressions . In reality
X is never equal toy .In real life X
and Y are altogether two different
entities.

While solving mathematical
problems there are different
ways to equate the two variables
.But practically x and vy
maneuver in opposite directions .
In such a case both x and y
require different guidance to
traverse along their path. Here,
what our education system does

-Anjore Kothare

is that it will teach x how to go
about its road and also expect y
to compete along with x.

In the bargain what happens
is that x wins each race
because it is on a path of its
own choice but y comes to the
end of the race believing that it is
a complete failure.

This is what we end up doing.
Creating one individual who too
high on self esteem and thinks
that his capability is
unsurpassable. The other one
who lurks behind will be a
diffident individual and spend his
entire lifetime thinking that he is
good for nothing.

A teacher of mine who taught
me debating had once given me
a piece of advice which will
remain with me forever. She said
‘Anjor, out of a 100 people 99 are
excellent at stating the problems
but are clueless when asked for
a solution. There is only one
such person who can state the
problem and also give a solution
to it'. To the above problem |
have a solution of my own and |
am sure that you will also find
one for yourself ....just in case if
you give a thought to it.

*
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AJOBA
and
His Teachings

-Natasha Trilokekar

For many of us, the most
important lessons we learn in
life come from our elders. This is
especially true when they are
able to live to a wise old age, as
my dear grandfather Ravindra
Ramrao Mankar did. We were
lucky to have him with us in
New Zealand in his final
months. When he passed away
at the age of 91, so many
heartfelt condolences poured in.
Something that many people
mentioned was that my
grandfather was always willing
to share his experience and
knowledge with others.

The last words he said to my
mother, was "make sure you
encourage the kids". He was of
course referring to myself and
my younger brother Niraant. I
think this moment sums up his
life - he always thought of
others, cared deeply for his
family and was always pushing
us to do our best. So, in honour
of his wonderful life, here I
present to you five things my
Ajoba taught me, that I
endeavour to live by everyday.

1) Live fully, and enjoy the
small pleasures in life: One
of my grandfather’s
favourite moments of the
day was early morning,
where he’d finish his
morning exercise, then settle
at the table with a hot cup of
milk and the morning
newspaper, and proceed to
devour every page with
pleasure. He was hungry for
knowledge - he would
underline important
passages, take clippings of
interesting articles to share
with me, and devoured the
business pages and the
sports section. The simple
enjoyment he got out of
these moments is a memory
that heartens me.

2) Be Good with money, and
Do Good with money: [ am
sure my grandfather was a
smart and successful banker

3)

4

in his working years, but as
a young child one often
does not understand these
things. Instead, what I do
remember is the snippets of
wisdom he’d send my way,
for instance his favourite
saying "a penny and a
penny make many." I
remember going along to
Pathare Prabhu Charities
Functions, gripping my
mum’s hand tightly, not
understanding much other
than that my grandfather
was a popular man and
everyone knew him. Only
now I am older I understand
how wisely and generously
he handled money - for
himself and his family, but
also for the widespread
good of the community. It
inspires my own beliefs that
education and healthcare
are the most basic human
right and we must strive to
provide these for all.

Eat well, travel widely, and
dress impeccably: 1 will
always remember Ajoba as
being incredibly stylish. His
clothes were  perfectly
tailored, not a single hair
out of place, and he took
great pride in presenting
himself as a classic
gentleman.  His life in
England in the early 1950's
clearly influenced his style
and sophistication. Visiting
his house was always
exciting as you never knew
what  treats he  had
organised - sometimes a
simple bowl of Cheeselings,
fresh crab, or a surprise of

Tandoori  chicken and
Biryani. Isn’'t this the
essence of life?

Find value in having

Values: Anyone who knows
my Ajoba knows he was a
very headstrong, passionate
and principled man. He
was vocal about issues he
felt strongly about, and

‘“faaeuTfagw’”’

-ST. df. giEr s=iE] giay

‘feaeT fagw’ § vss T

HIUTATET  TTHISTSR  TE=T

BT TS U HITATETS
STET TGS THAT.
qAEOTE Shrehd! AT AT
A AT LERTEL hTH ShI0ATH
T T ATvelt § W ATe "I
Y gESd. fagw Aserdie
AT SIS F IR HKIAT I
Ao 3elger it ared

SHTCAT YQTITErT =fTerd el
TYAEOT=AT  3Tfdeh  SHagRT=T
STTEERY WuTess & . faeT e
Tt Teh featt "reamey Wvae,
3T TR AMST ATAERE
TTieeieh e T, ST

STFaLSh| SHI0ATT 93 T It

o, Ao ITfYies SRR YUt

Y. WG THSRA 3@ e
Tt I HY =TT WUk A el
qEay A1 FeEr  SATT
e A HaY ARl AT
TMEET T IS5 AT,

TYTEOTET I T,

3T BId. ‘:R_g' VTI Investments,
Fixed Deposits, Investments, Main-
tainance of Accounts, Updating
Bank Pass Books

ffiq dhe =EER T @I
GRS AsR@rat

3Tqelt, fordier arstan
FHHE Tl ARl =T
‘FrafegquoT, Fieaceht W

Rreprae A, ‘TyaeoTehs

JUIR U ® SR ITMed 0T

l:I:)*\’I"I<"@|F”|' Fue’ [ THEAT
o fafear ader.  Maam
gohTed=aT HifeTar ‘S 3Tfor
TA-IE, W GRS
3TN AT TS AR ATSAT
oo [4H SHUUTA {Eldﬂlﬁ.

HOT S HT AT
‘TETaROuTET e’ faEmre
ST, T A AT H-{ Ul 3T,

‘Oldage for me is, 20 years ahead of
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always relied on his strong
moral fibre to dictate his
decisions, either in family
matters, business or his
volunteer work. Whether or
not people agreed with him,
I think he was universally
respected for knowing his
values and standing by them.
5) Be a God-fearing person:
Above all, my grandfather
was a stickler for tradition.
As the head of the Mankar
family, he was careful to
ensure that during his life,
he completed his religious
duties in the correct way,
and following his death,
these age old rituals started
by his ‘Dadaji’ would
continue in the family. In my

eyes, he very skillfuly
handled the balance
between honouring
tradition and yet
encouraging modern
pursuits, education and

beliefs, which is an ideal I
am constantly striving for.

I do not think that the wealth
of his knowledge and teachings
can be reduced to a five-point
list. However, these sum up the
lessons that have had the most
profound effect on me, and I
wanted to share this. I hope his
legacy inspires many to find
their own passion and purpose
in life.
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