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ISLAND & FORT
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The history of Pathare Prabhus in Bombay
starts from Mahim Island. In the late 13th
Century, the second son of King Ramdev of
devgiri, Raja Bimb after captivating Sopara and
Salasette came to Bombay, which was then a
group of seven Islands and established his
capital temple of his patron-goddess Prabhavati,
now called Prabhadevi Temple. Alongwith Raja
Bimb, came four communities viz. Pathare
Prabhus, Chaukalshis, Panchkalshis and
Palshikar Bhahmins. In around 1296, Bimb
constructed a palace for himself and various
mansions for his ministers viz. Rajguru
Purshotam Kavle, Prime Minister Srinivas
Mahadev, Patangrao Nyayadhish, Chitnavis
Chandrabhan Prabhu and others on the Island of
Mahikavati.. According to famous historian of
the 19th Century Gerson D’Cunha feels that
Raja Bimb was a Pathare Prabhu. He also
established a Court of Justice on the
neighbouring Island, Parel - Matunga, which
was then called Nyaygaon, where he sat in
Court and dispensed justice. Over the years the
said word Nyaygaon, got corrupted and became
Naigaum which exists today near Dadar.
Mahikavati was of great importance for
protection of the Bombay Island, since the
enemy attack could come from the north i.e.
Salsette island, on the southern tip was Bandra.
After the Bombay Islands were taken over by the
Sultan of Gujarat sometime in 1348, a Pir called
Baba Makhdoom came to Bombay and stayed
on Mahim Island and after his demise, a Dargah
was construced in his name and which over a
period of time has been extended and became a
place of pilgrimage for the residents of Bombay
Island. After the Portuguese took over the

Bombay Island sometime in 1534, they realized
the importance of Mahim Island and constructed
a small fort to prevent direct attack from
Salsette on the Bombay Island and since they
also had captured Salsette, they started
charging ships passing through the narrow
opening between Mahim and Bandra. The said
Fort over a period of time had seen various
attacks by different forces including shivaji. At
the time of handing over of Bombay Islands to

-
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the British, as part of dowry pursuant to the
marriage between catherine of Braganza of
Portugal and the English King Charles 1l in 1662,
Mahim Fort was in a very dilapidated condition
and S.M. Edwardes, the famous British
Historian in his book “Rise of Bombay”
remarked that Mahim was the strongest place
held by East India Co. in India. The importance
of Mahim Fort was realized by East India Co.
when they were given lease of the Bombay
Islands by the British Crown in 1668. The
second Governor of East India Co., Gerard
Aungier, decided to construct new forts and
restore the existing forts on the northern
periphery of Bombay including Worli Fort,
Mahim Fort, Dharavi Fort, Rewa Fort, Sion Fort
and Sewri Fort. In around 1701, English Officer
Lieutenant Shaw undertook the task of
reconstruction of Mahim Fort. The famous brick-
laying expert Durren was called from England to
lay the foundation stone of reconstruction,

Mim Fort - '.

which the help of local masons by making some
changes as per requirement. The Fort was
rebuilt in 1702 and became ready for
withstanding invaders. Durren ensured that
proper quality of stone was used so that the Fort
would stand firmly on the sandy bed, as the Fort
was on Mahim Beach. The shape of the Fort is
square and had three bastions. It also had
Officer’s quarters with attached garden and also
a mezzanine for storage of ammunition. The
area around the Fort was heavily spiked to
prevent intruders from invading the Fort through
shallow sea waters.

In 1739, Marathas had conquered Salsetter
(Sasthi - 60 villages), from the Protuguese.
Realising that the Mahim Fort was likely to be
attacked by the new occupants of Salsette, the
President of the Board of East India Co.
sanctioned additional expenditure to ensure that
Mahim Fort was well guarede. Mahim Fort was
the symbol of British Military, might & pride. The

[ L 33/ wycou e ai 2098 L ]




Custom House was set up inside the Fort and
all the vessels passing through the Channel
between Mahim and Bandra were checked at
Mahim. After the war of 1818, the Maratha power
diminished and the Fort became redunadant as
there was no chance of any local or foreign
power attacking Bombay Island particularly after
the heavy defeat at the hands of East India Co.
by the Mutineers in 1857-1858. In around 1920
the Collector’s Office was set up in the Mahim
Fort and a Custom Officer also lived in the Fort,
almost upto 1960, when all offices were shifted.
Sometime in 1980’s, a portion of the upper
sotrey of the Fort, on seaside, caved in and
created a big apperture in the Fort wall and
thereafter it was declared unfit for human
habitation. It is only thereafter that massive
encroachment of smugglers, drug peddlers and
slum dwellers, took place and now it is almost
impossible to enter the Fort and the roof has
given way. It is supposed to be a “protected

- . .
"; Mahim Road, Bombay [Copyright]
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monument” under the Ancient Monument and
Archaeological sites Act and it is duty of the
Government to not only restore the dilapidated
portion but to remove all the encroachment.
However successive Governments have taken
no steps in that direction and Raja Bimb must
be turning in his grave, at the sight of a major
relic of his, once prosperous capital.
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Fun workshops for groups
and corporate offices on
de-mystifying wine,
whisky, beer, cocktails,
mocktails & more by
Shatbhi Basu, Indias's
foremost beverage
consultant and mixologist.

\/? A

Her easy style, wit and

irreverent approach z ACADEMY
makes even the most 0F

difficult to understand < DARTENDING

subjects, simple! www.shatbhibasu.com

shatbhi@gmail.com

2, e Rl 3iw 2098 / 3%




[SEC]

L T T 0 0 0 0 0 0 R R R R R
* O, ST TOT %
LT T S R R R R R R R

e 9ol 99 IS =AvATd foha
e e Tremerd @vad SEr 37907
STISAT 3TFE SA<F Shidl AHHOT TEE S
T USHTATAGST SIAT 3T fEIuia grar ©

“TSTHATY BT T ST ‘ST Siar <o Tt
‘T TRT TAET 9HT e SR AT 3T
O FXGST AT TS ohed. STSAYAT
fereiiad O ST9eT Afhefe e it T

ETTfaes 3Te. fears=an feash gegrew ware

FhHdT FIeT Hd JTEAT F drer AT

TME ST HEET TS a8 df S IS

3TTAr. 3TN T, fiHyT SN IrE 9S T

TMESSATET QIET 3T . TTATITEL Teeai-t
TEUTST 04 T 2R 30 HIBTA TAh AT AT S

“HTET T g =l e BraT THats ase

AESANATT I el 2. Y TraehTdier ‘ag

‘S T 9T ST diet faget Siet . AT 9T
S TIEaT 3ATe ST AT STEvH A%, AL T
TSAT TETE TUATAT AT SH&EA STl Al
fovew ad, foeagw feae faear o wmoi
TUTROTT fRTT STHATT. ST BT, 0T § e
e AT Hewid Helm "y e "ieEd
qradard.

SIS HUTAT IROM T, A9 hoallSTEeT
‘G T 7 AT F HSTa qar= 99 @,
HehATIH AL SI=hT hiar MfsTar q@=
HETIHT IEehTdiel @ af Y97, “HeT JeT
A BT “HY 3TAT, TWIaLHE S AT §THIST .
HH SATHT THAT, LG FON GHE ST

TYTAT” o STt Teh = ATATHE S ‘ST BT

THTH SREEh L= ATdeh "ShaoTL ShicdSITd

‘T 9 TEATEAr F WY TS THAT, w

el el auial el Tehal alehi=l
TESET I=dieh  M3Ae HERIP 3T
AR el TG Aokl T
TRUIERE! B, A G ST A
ToTET G, 9OT faeied: B 8% "Rl .
ATcehTdedT feg AT (T9E WiEeh A
T hotal 3T S Iaet 0T, o= 07 GHerHT
T ((EATE SRS A) R AE®ar
TEA Tl HE TSI MSSATAT Fadia 76
qEd. TS MUATTAT TS ZATAT UShaH

TTE=FIT UehTal TeUTST ToATdaT Tear JTel
forct e o® © W@ BId. Ol Shid HIZAT
STHTAT AMQLET AGAHSh O HAT AT
e Afaes SevarEn IR e I
W("II‘I@.W(&II‘H chloold WW
IEA HUH @H A MU FAeh ME F
ATEATHT B 1 TTH 0T 5T B 10T SHa 0T TS
T T 0T TShoATs 9 AT ST -Tat
SHTXOT I ATCTEaTe GHRTE B, IXq =t
foroT Tent fPTeRuaT=it et < =Rmar=n

farear. AmT g aTfes X T MoATder Mea
STICATAT BIST TEATAT MOATT TISAT. 240
T 2R\90 T THTBTd AT ATCTITAT=AT TOATACT
ST hedd ST BIaT 3T TeUTE AT,
‘feerea wyx 77 foam=r, @ a3 g9nr’

SIS AT ed, 9. fRUS SEqueAThed
faesrelt & S¥ FUr TS, e Wi
faRy STfAT aTedr st O AT TE=AT T8
TE B, A8 TE 1. fRie SR gid a & &
TATE TS B, I HATs TEATT TH TG

[ L o [ wycovr fRareh 3k 2098 L ]




SUH G BId. MOIEeT TeaT I Udieh
SINAEE YA T ITgA HUH GH=AT
e HEeRT TaTar HX HE0T oY el 3TE,

>

37T ot TS Wil STSTHTECT I AT8!, 90T o
T GIEY AT T AT MUATaam MSal

foara AT © wald HeaTe 1%

“forer o TEY STEw =, ‘fETest oot
S’ AT UshTATd. Td T TMSSAT=l 9ram
MEeT Y. g uiareee s a8
FeTdATd WA Ii= e I BT TAAUMR 0T
amfam €id. = ‘F war S w4 Sig @
(Feaae-fSeft e_¥o), ‘SEa RT3

‘e & FHocdre! MUATHT THE 9IS
3Me. el act qifeh arS] Il G2
T ST § HEHTE IR, FWUTST o, A
fopar 9O ® " faqer Wew™ AR,
U7 TGS SHIOATHIST =T STINT hedl
ST, ST ST MoAT=AT MEHATIL HLErel

SHIfel THSIT Gor a1 a1 & (Fue e
R 2R%%) ‘= arE HTh e Fq S
feeret Q@ T (f9AuT -vmESTeE R’ YY) '/
ST Thedeal 3TF drad ohi LT

et aX ool Mof a7 g o foeka
ATET. ST T W WU AT AT AT
Elrs i 1 1o s il 21 B T e i 21 O N
MU T Thall d¥ ATl 3MEBd o

T TMeoATd 3TET h1T TedT fohar STdr
3Tt BT ot USHUTATEAT SlesdTd 9ol
STRTATT e ARl ST=AT TMUATT THTS
SAhT BIAT o1 ATAMALE TOTR Y. TS,
ST, b ST ToAq HEHG Tl AFhel

SToe AT, drerer fepar ua 9ue
WU "o foat e Amer. 59 wom
w"ad e O Hhaes MUATAT AT Ioh
FHET SRt A= st iEehd g

HLOITT Lol T G FHSTT. HEHE THT, T
TEHE SATOT AT HILTR LT ATl 0T TATh =T

STANT Hebl= 3T@esd ATal. TedT Shiel auid
fa9rye: It MUaTe goTEET 9 AfT Sl

T 316 EAe AT foeE ST
STtad 3aet 37T . TEAT 316k TS TMUAT= aTaT
A IUTHIIT TR W U THE IS ARTA T
7 AT M Thad 99 97T,
AT fagre, T TehTeT, AT BeT, T

Hede, . TH9E, @AW g U T30
Tiafeieyieh =T  ©d N, ITHaC=A

AT EEE SYANT Shell el 3R, 3T
e i o TGS T 0T AH AT eSATHhS
JreTauameT e ufse et q=m
TRIUATAT  WIUeId  3qed. ST
T, &oT @A WA WIIST AT
THAATT BIET THae AT HTooTael
(R3 WHEART 2’¢o) A A AR, o

IS & SaEeRy fhdud gt
3T T ITCTET 3. 37T HTSHHT T T
AT el TR ST T I YaTeld ared et
3o d 3T FUTH=IT HIT =ral. TTerel JT UAT=AT
TehIId 9TH 3T 3% STEIe heerer
AT TTETAT 3TSTT Shivlt TS TTehd ATal

Frerdrd, G feregie = e fagar o
TE  SrEfauaueT 3Tl G ATEeRTe
Iider 9 TRA ATRS ST a& <ol
AEYIS 3R, Hell A= U9 § T
STHYUT 377, UGN 3TH U aTad &l ST
T ST T AT TE A SEL S, 907

3T AT AT T TS aT ST ST =
TSI gaeh! STAHTT T8 i dl = @TETt
St gfafssia sadr. =T Tere U Higsd
TR ‘Tt AR fora, o fagrer IR g
=T 39 T, o= HOT=AT STETSIe
TSl ohl &SIl Uled ISdl. arad ht, AT
ST STETSA SEIAT §Ah §: & T 39

S[TAT e &g TehT. el YT =
TF THRT.. TMOT WA T ATESRIAS TN T
HIUTIRT THT... T NS G qifest. S
T AR T Ui AR SR WE g e
Tifest o= faor s & g9 oard g
TETeR AT SR ST MEiar Fae Iar |,
T T S g

*

( &, wyerenT Rl 3ich 2098 / 89 L )




[SEC]

BRBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEEBR

J==IHIe TR blelln

THSTAEAT TBaTE! ATl ‘TEEATa’ AT Ueh S{ehel
* 1. WHTelt foraqtg 2ure %
BRBRBEEBRBRRBEEBBRBEEBRRRBEEBBRRBEEBBRRR

TSI =T = e quigas
uifect. WALl Tel auigd BT goarEr AN
ST 90T e85 3Tt Feadl, ART gABTATT <
AT, 7T ATl ITHHAT TN F I BT
T 96 3R, § 1S feldes, SN AT
qocict, HYUYNK Traad dg ool & Hieh [ llcd.
FaHTE ‘ST BT SISO STH 1A el qoT

CICHIRIY T, WesaT  Tedr
ST,

I i eI A @l
famrem A =T T9d. Ferrd, IHie O,
SATHTT, TEATHT STTATST FHEt T SHET Hen T,
TS &R A faeigd Trehara. o= g
NS ®Y STTHAAMT TS hid e

T

3= qTRaTes 7 TdieT 913 Ji=t § 3Tse™

SHATT; 3Tl | 9ISt a9 8id, TaT Sl

e, Uael ST ITST™ 3TN,
3BT eh &Y HIehT{c.

e,

qradTeedTd 9Tl a¥ fearmme giaer ot

STTST T AT ST Juid T TS

AT S JEd feTam = g A8 o3

AT, WL TEOTST €T a8 BT hled TUTUIATATI

TTATAT TATT THTAT HTH HE ATTAT.

AT, 0T, Yo T I T HETAT . JOTHAT

TASh S AT AT Tl SHeE ANT, ST 7S

Tceh &0T Hg <= a1 d B Idl. degre Scgehl,
hIsSIl Shlel faume Thl. HWTHS did,

TTesT, faSHas oS |AtEur oATfuT vradt

ARTd A fo Slqoo=H| Y=l GhdS‘dlk’rl
feramefat Weg AT

T, e fasiem aF i W@I™HEAT BT

fafiT g1 gue a= U 30T HiSUAT

JMEEdar. TEgsr AT gradresdrd  of

TESRTOT. TRt ATEA I 7 THATH THSIE ol

TR fasERER el T

TET, 9TSUT, Thaehdl aHIT qamey qrer=el
3TTed. hded e ATel a¥; HIdT Hede!

STTdl Sh1 ShTT 10T STToT!
M THAT SATRTAT 1T Shoid © SATH

faere= gLacl 3TTed. SIqedT HSTeal 2l
faens drerad ATEIa ST fash e =i Tre=ies &
etk ool STHATT. deel WU HiaSeug!
ST QT ST

FTET FETS e, el BedalTs e,
ATSEl U= = dedd S, =0

= et 377%.

I ESA YUK ATqaTseh, fHaHeat 99
TgS BIATT, I siATd 3T ared. IT gate
TR, JHEST I ARG & g TI5
AT 3T, I 378 & gia= Weiel 74T faams
3%

*

[ L 93/ wyco e s 2098 L ]




Best compliments from

*

Bombay Bronx

Best compliments from

Mr. Akhilesh Bhargava
Avi Global Plast Pvt. Ltd.

L oo ATl o 098 [/ 93 L




<h 9T

BRBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEEBR

Tgrohieil

* O, SSSOe T. FEliSahT *
FERREEBRRBEEEEEFEEBRRBREEERREEBRRBREEER

SHIZE AT Thia o fassaT # a9
BId. S o8 JMhSIIT HaTaa =] Blal.
Erha! @A BId. 3T qldeq gohd sidl.

T ETehg@ shal hall.

TS A3 B halesel TeUA U @Il
gt 1 ST U U a7d U 334
=

SIeh TehT faaTeqoT T RS . AT 33dT9
IZAT. ST BT 3TSTed JeATaY ¥ Sid
G HE 9g Ufedt.

TIehT=, gauiten =ATEr avi o Are fRLent
Ipe

“T B T SlaT? Tl T8Hl H g
SHLAT? ST eRgeh T aRid AR TehT &.
T et STSTRT IS ¥Tehd ARl 1?2

“ATET HH? UG VAT 9% - Teg ISR
qSoe UTfest. AR ATHE Ui S 9= ?
3TIfOT BT, S Taee dieTall df @I IgT= sidl
T o1l ARaT fageie @ aEra foRar
HT, Hicad ST TUET @k a7 ARIST

AT de3H s ded. T Sled IHgH
STSATSIT  Aferdel. WeA=arT HHET  @ret
TIAT. GASIOT SHTHIT TTeh BId. HUTE e
e, O ITgH Hell @y 9 aTe .

o i oeT 9@ §gd Ufeel. FARMN
SFTEIRT TS AT .. © Boad! ST Je3T Bl
B

AT YehT3T 33T 33T =areh T STl Bl

B | e S0 e HISAT Sarar=e<.”’
CFE T STAT W ST i, FA B2
gl AT TSl TN . @ugEd g<l.
“TEed? ST 379,

“‘HATE d9e dice Bid. qUT Shiel a¥ AT

AT TIhT I BT,

TUT AT SATCEHT AT I ATSTIA T ST @
SHUT B, ATes SRV Tl STqe ST
o FATE FHSIT Shelt I, Halal & el
T, SATMRTT T ST 379 Sleh TR,
@IS JMOT AT el 9= Sl Bid. 37T
STFITH S ST 59 Bl

Wt HeATehle! B ST
Slera{iehs TTe.

AT gUTATE - T WRUTR? TSRS
AT ? i SAUTET hTat BIad ? Rl AEH
SHTe! AT AT AR FaT. ST SHIgIaLl ared

giaa 9 II Al BId. TS & =T

Stial SHIH=Al

3TE .

““TET - TRT AST? ST ST 81 ST
T TR HT?”

‘1?2 Gy feredw, gareL, Ta=meT ?

“orel, g TR I wE?

“Tw, gAY, T fag Ty,

IR HE B g AT WunIar?

‘3T, qUT UG TSd al 1 (SraarRE ?
37?2

Hr ITEEA A= Sled Taed.

“gl... Y T[S TI®E Thd  BIFI

[ L gy [ vy fRareh 3k 2098 L ]




arAfeaht
et
M TN WX, T THY ISl &,
S ROT el W UK &,
TN Al 3TeT W feRerameT,

T T Hdfam /igT el Srere.

-Sf. AT TTeeTeh

SSTAT ST STSTIAT GEATd hedl.
AT 5 Slea T I-8T ol S eIl HeAT HAT
TR e BT ASHIN ITHSA AL ?

Siaaiehs Tel. HAT ATl T = JEad
SHUTAT BIAT. T Sl Siael d< HrsAm
EISGIERGECRAE

T S HAT Tl Slara LehlehT Igal
- 3T GHT! W ST ? IUT ST G FuIAT
ST SHTAS S ? T=-T =T AT 3T A
EacaD P

BT BT, YUT STaraX ShTehT, AT HTS 1 T
ATET BT WUTT. STH=AT Hide Sl S
TG BT Gaaerd FeuA 3Tt

TS WA H1? SR HIRT JAr =TT
STaea 2"’
TRRTAT AR I | qUT 3TTAT /I S1eh §&d, I

T HATH AT HEH HivTesTd ARTATd .
TTE SHIVT FITSUTRTA? ST IS TS o

FATH IS STFIAT HHTAAT LR
SISl SO BTAT=IT Ul HIS T YEaTd shail.
= TTAIOT FRTHAT G hel.

CFAT AT ST SASUIN BIUT VT FTad

T Ushdrel HTEAT TGS HUTHUTS 3T
I . 0T &UTHTH . TBT ITeh gL 3TehTas (dehTod
Y GILOT SHE o THL SHT STehel.

ASUTITATRT? ... T ... T Q hITHeS ?

ThTE! &0T SlefeL ehlelel sletel ATeid. T
IEINCEINC]

“SregEan?’’

T 3TH T - TehaT Sled qUMA o g o
w2

3T foremesT gl gieet Ft o= ot -
‘G - AR 99 fa=Ers 19 wuTard. 9oT
Slera T BT &\ &n] A&l e 319 &Y,
A TR T 9. T |t 1T FHTdl o Ueh.
ST J9 99 JeEeT STEYY IHe a3
TeFh = Tl <ISHT STIe. degT STl AIST 98

gEArd i Sreha! TERA. "’

g U B S fausead wumeE.

HTI T, i =BT ST 3Tt h1?”
TR TS . YUT STTAT Sled TUTHHTa ShodeT™
AT, IUT &1 T7? W FOa9 7 T e ?
TR AR F=aT STt B Ide a9 @ie
Qe 9iTta ATl TS ofae faga A rer
WU ... ST I IS g9t

TR 89 Id BId. TARTIIUN HelT =T G
ST, MG T e H = @res
Tfael B oht dfecdm SThaeagal Al
FeoaTals e faua et ®uE. it faw=rier
STFELHTH 1 & SO AT ST = @ qrea!
grai.

SiaeiahTh-Tel o T 3ad 37914,
SHTOT I T FUTTe -

T e ST ITh HT AT ?

‘TR  SIFILhIohT. deaT dealel TerT feaw
T JHT TS e fewd e, @u aqnT
STTAT B 1T SATOT TAT 90T STTAT B It o= aeet!”’

CqUTEIS HISet eh I ATer?

T HISElt WX, TUT ATAT HeAT @WRIELE

fger T uar T e SR ST
Sigeohe S o 339,

=TT TS ANTOMR 37T greter 1 frar a1mar
ST ST HTdSd q€ =TeuTT ATe T Sfe L. JeaT

ot faem femer @ Sresare=n

o M d Bld. WAl faasa Teed @<, quT

( & e Rl 3id 098 / 84 A )




STYITHUT ST=AT BIAT. ST AR ARt

T T3 W gAUUT §g v, A,

HLIT T TBT Aohd. ST AR =TAUTR ATet
I YT e .

‘T T - I AT dUTERenr Iy
ST T TUTaTd | 331, =T T fafvme

STSTRUTS ITeg ST SUTSUT BId.
GeAThTesl Hof SATell. HAT Fedrer Herm
feresToar’” - 3T °HEYS S T °HET aTeaay 11!

GO 99, 9T 98 Slae Sleadd dai

IS %, =T faviy HIrga e 10T

T Tl ‘318, SATAT J W ATMEE,
AfgepT T T a9, el Wew

fefedt ™ At S A €
TIMET B, TEl T qurEoT gt Sret -

AT HT AT T SR ohed.

HferdH aead 9=,

R ATSATR S 95 Ueh §eToh! e STae! =t
S STTSIATS[EN ARId © 957 ¥gadl - ‘Tegal!

W YHeTas it feoier Fe= e U
A, I & TAEER diad. Hfeadc

ey ! s fegdas.”’

e ared. AT " gor avie fege.

T AT W BT TSR Share ATel. FdeT
ST (ST KT 3. TehT TSI
=T o BT, TS feagi=t ot ===

ST =SAT BT, I AT [Temel. =TeAT

EEIE|
“HITM? HEAS?
“quT.. . JAT TR THT G IS AT AT
BRI uuT AT ST T BT
T Gl I IR A& ShT ShIEH

B THST BIAT. TEITT Teh AHOT et Hell
U AFEE AT, FATT 3T ot ST BT =T

qreq-r?’’
‘T BT, TOT BT SIHT FUTST ST=ITIAT <ISHT

e | Herr ar foedt g fega @ wirer.
NISECECISIE
ST, ... STefe FAaraqoier e -

AT, AT .. B Fegeari =g ...~
BERCIRCIERRIREHIC

IS FH3TT! I, TSIV FeUTST TETARIUT

7T GUT S S ? AT =IHT HEft SARTAT?
IR e dEd? AAT T G AR

| I AT THIAT ST SHE =T AT Bial.

F3G? T A WL TS A= aF. ST
JeaT  AfeqHcehs  leh  SET 3Tl
qrecier.  ferdt wes fagasa! ot wrart
ATl areq. fagdt a8  STREH. AT T

TOT AISATHRET Sk Iehal el 1?2 TUI 81
T

TSI 3T IUTE STELET.

e = STl aX SreneeAr fAwTarser
RICER

CITETESS | TOAT ShEl ANTAT? SIS
qrad?

HTEAT ITATYLAT STHTE 15 ST SATELET.

o TSael BT 9 IR T s
STTERTEAR 3T Tfeer.

=TT 99T STE S fead Teedr. haTd S BT

hesd. & g T SITAT T FRH S
gar. 99 q. T A, STRIMT 99 JIAT TSR

=T IS I | =T ¥ AT
qTgATehS S ..

¥ AT AT Hes W U G gL Ues T .

iAol Afessiia. =o'/l -
11 N | B 1| A= G T 1)
TUIhE daed TRl BIdl. ATRiail 3T
TR TS T daeel ShUTH TcdehTal
AT S fEHoT T

=T SlehTad AT . T HIFA ATST STIETH

3TraT AN, SSTROf= g ared gt

SUTg ANTSAT. AU ITAT JEATA
IILSATSTAS 3TAT Bl STONE H IR el

TSI W 37 ST ST JogdT. .
*

( 88 [ gy Rard i 2098 )




Best Compliments from

Mr. Siddarth Bhargava
&
Minal Bhargava

Best Compliments from

Mr. Omkar Agarwal
S
Mr. Jatin Agarwal

Chemicals and Allied Industries

L oo ATl 3 098 / 99 L




oA o g

BRBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEBREREBEEBR

Unwanted Guests

% Shubhada Suresh Agaskar *
(nee Vaishali Madhav Jayakar)

BRBRBERBEBEBREREBEBRBEREBEBRBEREBEBRBREBEEBR

As hubby exited the front door of our home,
this morning, and walked down the stairs, he
casually turned to me and said "Don’t close the
door, dear". "Uhh! Why?" | thought. ‘Has he
changed his mind about going to office and is he
going to take me somewhere out instead?’ went
my optimistic brain. "There’s a lizard near the
door hinge" he said and walked off. What a
letdown!

Now, our home is generally free of all pe(s)ts!
Mosquitoes cannot enter due to the netted
windows while cockroaches are debarred, due to
the same reason and also due to our excellent
nanitraps. Though, | must confess, thatwe had a
mouse that came over to stay for aboutaweek !

Topping the list of unwanted guests, he made
his presence felt one early morning, when hubby
and | sat down for a nice, hot cup of green tea.
"Dhud, dhud,dhud!" went the ceiling. For the first
2 days, | thought that it was just our upstairs
neighbour scampering about the hall, trying to
pack off her daughter to school.

tege’

B

Click)

Then, pieces of black, rubber tubing started
falling out of our AC duct. Every day, this
continued, until we came to the scary conclusion
that we had a mouse in the house. Immediately,
we tried rat cake and sticky traps but to no avail!

One fine morning, | went into the kitchen,
intending to sweep the floor before starting the
cooking for the day. As | moved my onion-potato
stand from the corner, there he was! Curled up
into a black ball, he immediately started
squeaking. I, on the other hand, began shrieking
at the top of my voice! Setting a pace that would
have put Usain Bolt to shame, | flew through the
kitchen door, slamming it shut and vaulting onto
our living room armchair, all the while, yelling for
hubby.

The poor guy, who was busy shaving, poked
his sleepy head out of the bathroom and asked
"What's the matter with you?"
"M..m..m...mouse inthe kitchen" | said and then
told him" You kill him". Then | realised whom | was
talking with. My hubby is one of those non-violent
persons who cannot even Kkill a cockroach,
choosing instead to toss even caterpillars out of
windows, rather than simply squashing them! |
thoughtfast! "Go get Bahadur from downstairs. |
am not going into the kitchen unless that mouse
is killed!"

With visions of his office dabba being in
jeopardy and no breakfast or tea on top of it,
hubby rushed down to get our chowkidaar.
Bahadur came up with a swagger, and what was
more important, a stout, bamboo stick. The brave
guy ventured inside the kitchen and slid the door
shut.
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I, still balancing myself on the back of the
armchair, could hear the sounds of the stick being
rapped, doors of cabinets being checked and
then simultaneously, two things happened. Our
bedroom door opened, with a bewildered Radhika
(our 5 year old daughter), sleepily rubbing her
eyes and exclaiming "What's all that noise, Aie?"
and Bahadur, emerged from the kitchen saying
"Kya memsaab! Kuch chooha nahi hainidhar!"

Pulling Radhika onto the armchair with me for
safety, | shrieked at Bahadur "Arre! Kaise nahi
hain?" Maine khud dekha usko!" Bahadur
cheekily retorted "Kya Good Morning wish kiya
usne aapko?" Hubby burst out laughing, while |
turned red in the face and insisted with wounded
pride that it was very much there in the kitchen
and would someone please go in and get rid of
him!

Hubby wentin this time and rummaged about
for 5 minutes. "Shubhada, come here!" When
hubby calls, you have to go! So, with a heavy
heart, and a stern warning to my daughter to stay
on the armchair and not step down, | entered the
kitchen.

Bahadur was making me nervous by
standing near the door (and blocking my exit). |
said "He couldn’t have gone anywhere else. | shut
the door as | left. He has to be here! Did you check
behind the microwave? What about behind the
fridge?"

Bahadur moved the fridge ahead. There was
nothing. It was as he moved the fridge back into
place, that the mouse decided to give us a
darshan. Until now, barring myself, no one had
seen it. And when he suddenly appeared from
below the ornamental flap atthe base of the fridge
door, | rapidly back-pedalled it out of there,
triumphantly yelling to Bahadur "See! There he
is!" Bahadur, too yelled out "Dikha memsaab,
maine bhi usko dekha". Hubby, being on the
wrong side of all this action, let out a plaintive
bleat "Where?Where s it?"

Pulling him out of the kitchen and shutting
the door on Bahadur and the mouse, | gave himan
update and joined our daughter in the living room.
By now, she had woken up completely and all of
us could hear "Thud! Thud! Bang! Bang!" coming
from the kitchen as Bahadur battled it out with the

mouse.

The door finally slid open and a victorious
Bahadur emerged, with a blood stained bamboo
in one hand and a mouse held by its tail, in the
other. "Take him away!" | shrieked. "But wait! Let
me click a snap to show my friends". As | ran for
my cell-phone, the mouse started dripping blood
onto our floor. "Take him to the landing" came the
order from my hubby.

In olden times, when hunters used to go for
shikaar, it was customary to click a snap with the
dead animal. Like standing withagunin one hand
and a foot on the animal’s head! We now had a
snap for posterity. Bahadur, with the bamboo in
one hand, and the dead mouse, hanging by its
tail, inthe other hand.

As | hurried into the kichen and started
making chappatis to make up for the late start,
my daughter called out "Aie, look here". | turned
around, let out a scream and then sheepishly
realised that the mouse that my daughter had
held by its tail to scare me was a little stuffed one
that we had picked up from lkea in Dubai.
Roundly scolding her, | ushered her out and
started cooking in earnest.

Coming back to my current situation, with a
lizard trying to come in and share my breakfast
with me, I did the next best thing. Reached for my
broom! With blood-curling cries of "Get out! Get
out!", I tried shooing her out the door.

The shameless thing proceeded to crawl
inside so | panicked and hurriedly opened our
utlilty cupboard to reach for the red All-Out spray.
My hand closed around a red container and
yanking it out, | pulled the lid off, intending to
spray the offending lizard.

To my mortification, instead of the acrid smell
of All-Out, a pleasant rose essence wafted its
way into my nostrils. With one eye on the lizard, |
sneaked a peek at the container in my hand.
"Shee!Room Freshener!" | muttered in disgust!
Thanking my stars, that | had not sprayed the
lizard with rose essence, like one does for
suwashinis during haldi kunku ceremonies, I ran
backto the cabinetand pulled out the right spray
this time. A strong whoosh and the lizard
vanished. Leaving me to enjoy my morning!

*
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A Father Figure To me

* Achala Subhash Desai %k
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Anant Dhondusheth Shirgaonkar is
ANNA to me and others who are
associated with this gentleman. He is a
father figure to me. | was destined to meet
Anna of Dabhol with the grace of the late
Smt. Shailabala Sathe nee Agaskar who
was already working with Anna from
Dadar. | was introduced to Anna in 1995
and till date | visit him once a year. He was
the founder of ‘Sagar Putra Vidya Vikas
Sanstha’ in Dabhol which looked after the
needs of the less fortunate students of the
neighbouring villages.

Born on 5th Sept. 1930 in Visapur to
poor parents did not get formal schooling.
He grew up with self-study and helped
fellow students to study. At a very young
age he had this drive to do social work
especially in the field of education.
Politically very active with an urge to get
freedom from the British rule, he went to
jail several times. He gave up his
flourishing medical store and entered the
social field full time. All this he could do
because of the strong support of his better

half Nandini nee Shevanti Ganpat Belvalkar
of Shrungartali. Nandini lived to be known
as ‘Kaki’ and was loved and admired by
young and old. She was the light in Anna’s
difficult path of life. He was rightfully given
the title of “Dalit Mitra” by the Maharashtra
State Govt. for the work he did for the
downtrodden. He was associated with
great leaders, writers and social workers
all his life. Now at the age of 86 he has
slowed down the pace of social work and
retired from the many institutions that he
workd for, heart and soul. This strong man
has crumbled after the death of Kaki - his
better half. Its been 4 years now that he is
trying to come to terms of living alone but
always ready to welcome visitors.

It was in 1995 that | got involved with
Anna’s ‘Punya Smaran Yojana’ where we
could give a photo of a departed relative
with a small write up and Rs. 1000/- in his
name. | did so with the photo of my late
father Mr. Anant Vinayak Kirtikar. Students
from the boarding affiliated to Sagar Putra
Vidya Vikas Sanstha were fed with a sweet
in the meal with the interest earned from
the collection. Children were asked to
stand in the assembly and read out the
write up of the departed soul. This initiated
each child to public speaking. A good idea
indeed! Since then I've been visiting the
Vashishthi Kanya Vasati Gruha' Its
amazing to see the discipline and quality
education given to those girls. They are
focused in their work and grow up to be
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good individuals. All this happened at the
behest of Anna Shirgaonkar.

He has now indroduced the ‘Seven
Stars’ to the Vaidya Secondary School and
Patil Junior College of Arts & Commerce,
Anjanvel. We have sponsored ten girl
students for their annual fees. Anna fondly
calls us Seven Stars- Dr. Meenakshi
Desai, Mrs. Urmila Kothare, Mrs. Adnya
Ajinkya Loke, Mrs. Suhasini Kothare, Mrs.
Anuradha Talpade, Mrs. Aparna Kirtikar
and Mrs. Achala Desai. Anna is working on
yet another project at Guhaghar named
“Guhaghar Taluka Apang Punarvasan
Sanstha.’

Being a historian by passion, he has
written many books which speak volumes
about the history of the Konkan Region.
‘Historic Dabhol. Present and Future’ is

one of them. His hobby of collecting glass
bottles of different size and shape and all
types of keychains is unique. Its because
of Anna, that I've come to love the Konkan
area. The simple and clean life of the
villagers, their love and hospitality and
offcourse the abundant bature, keeps
calling me every year to Dabhol. Its a yatra
we seven stars undertake every year for
Anna and his blessings. He too longs to
meet us as the visitors have dwindled with
his retirement from active social work. He
works from home and is prompt in giving
guidance to whoever approaches him.
| am praying to the lord to keep him
healthy and fit till his last breath. | really feel
blessed to be associated with this father
figure called ANNA.
*
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An Unsung Hero

% Vinod Pradhan x
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Dhwanit Vinesh Talpade

This is a true story, and the hero is a kid of
10-11 years. It happens this way. My sister who
is now above 75 years had never suffered from
Diabetes Mellitus. Suddenly while she had gone
to Nigdi a place near Pune, she started feeling
unquenchably thirsty, and drank a lot of cold
drinks and water. Her family realized that
something was amiss and on return decided to
get her examined by their family doctor.

The doctor advised pathological tests. The
tests revealed that the sugar in her blood was
345 mgm (hyperflycemia). The doctor advised
some tablets to bring down the sugar along with
some instructions on diet.

It was middle of May, schools were closed
so the gardson was at home. Son had gone to
his office and the daughter-in-law who is a
teacher was called to school for some work.
She left with instructions to her son to give soup
to his grand-mother at a particular time. Only
the grand-mother and grandson were at home.
At the specified time the grandson went to wake

up his grand-mother, thinking that his
grandmother was sleeping he tried to wake her
up by calling her. However even after 4-5
attempts the grand-mother was not opening her
eyes.

Realising something was amiss, without
wasting a minute, he called his father at his office
asking him to come immediately as his grand
mother was not opening her eyes. Next he called
his mother in the school with the same message.
He didn't stop at that, he knew there was a doctor
in the nextwing, and he called his number. To his
bad luck the doctor had gone out and the doctor’s
daughter picked up the phone. From the tone of
the grandson the doctor’s daughter who is not a
doctor thought that there was something serious,
and came down to their flat. When she saw the
state of the grand-mother, she immediately
called for an ambulance and then her father who
was adoctor.

When they reached the hospital, the RMO
immediately checked the blood sugar. The
effect of medicine was so strong that the sugar
had come down to 20 mgm, this is known as
Hypoglycemia. The doctor immediately put her
on Glucose infusion. The doctor mentioned that
a further delay of 30 minutes would have proved
fatal.

The presence of mind of this young man
who did not panic nor wait for his grand-mother
to open her eyes but kept his coll saved his
grand-mother.

The name of this hero is Dhwanit Vinesh
Talpade.

*
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AT IS Bl T AL BT
O SHST BT HTeoAT T ShTre]
SUTYUT ESTd BIaT ST &7 IS ad]

T AR g, TR S gete B
3Hh 6‘4C\°¢||q dle Hﬁ Hh 311@[

STITET SHTeAT TITER 3Tk TS Test STedT.

T STRIAL! Jeherd U1 TITST SATae

>

T Fe3adt 7 Ul JHLT SRT 39T IThet.

Tpfae a1 g fam=n SEE uSA
BTATIE0T el

Saert feemse, e AR ST hen
SHIRIM, =leheid HichT AT SHRIM 3T
BT B TATEHH a7 I0T el 3Ted. YD
TS T fSSTE =l ST T ot Tad: TG Bl
HATCHSh (EehH THA AT WiaST=AT
qATHel = e Qe e 9 @i,

A T T Ga AT STl 3T SIS 9T STl
S TeAT SeTET faqe gwa ST R 3.

QoAU S, STEel-agiehs, TEhIiThs
a9 oo, Foaiad @varEe! d Iedd
STAT AT ST HIShe3! SeamaT fa TraTfsien
e gy aefavares a9 oo, gesar

T HUSTET Wele!l fa=ar geurmT el
et

STTAT ST AIhdieh fHesd THST SATIT
Y Tfeerell TS SITHUATHIST o hedeh<

el e SEea faer  faw-afoiEr
TfETCET Gu ST 3778

o T T4 ; 907 fq=r =R B Sieh 318
TS TRUATH TS ST FHda! ST

TraaT RT3 ShTHeh AT e W B, a9

H’H"IIjHI{ Ad: Eslléq Shcicl ohUs d HMEAY

fax-afoffenr  foadass  fafay  gerre=n

I Y ISR Tl o T e

GSTTac ehelal oheh, TH= Hlehcicd shan oIl
.
A IMed  Ewdd S fad &=

Jgad dad. g fae gair hiqe
T 3T HISAT Gt =T AAT STTH Frealr.
*
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* TTOTAT THTERT *
BRBEBBRBEBEEBEEEBRERREBEREBREBREBERERRER

T fader ghdl g =T ddad @l

T oAl g fawes mger g,

TR . THIST BT 3Teh TohCeal <hien fHeg
FACTAT ATAT. T A Aot Te

ATSTAT TATHITAT T3 Al FHHUT, dled

faciem T=2uT fopar SO Tl oA

o Lo L L
StiarstHidali=d, ailaileodl =V, SHElH dd™

ST U3t (Incubator) JaUT | STST=AT

qel/FRed . @R ST Amie)
ITHCIST Ao AT 9iq War= a7 3R 37e
HT ST ATHIT IR fohaT A e

SIRITd O ST ATl TRt Jur fomar
YT 3SR 3TH0T,  Ta«rIeh =
THITS T Seo0l; BT el SSTal ST Sracs

/HIIET AGfTeRflen & ST 3T
FHEATH T SAIM AHIAT GHTSTIT T
fHesa ATET. foragaT =N ot BT fawd
ARl STV Fhi=AT "R ST 7T f¥rernT
ARere fegar.

HTET FuigEl FWUST WTEUROT A U
TGS 3T SHH! FeUTST TSI fowaT IS

HTLOT 3TTed. 3AThe! STATAL TAL Sl
SR LA, W AT IRT=AT
ST HTEr TFIGET IR AT st
difger fFaT ITRSTERET RS STYd.
Sfoe= TS WIS ATEl. ST ST
sl fPiSterer ot fopar o O=b
TEUTAT. SRS ATBTAT TG Shial =LA
feoet ax urafaes ufaferar & =t

TETET G g Iaa Siis. Iq STEsie

A, AR STEISId AT AT ATdassh

¥ g e et audeh g g e

HedT T W UEg Tehq AR, YD

MqUT Ufgell. YU U] TehHehT
STSTY 38 3TN ShHeuAT STSTaTadT ST
TS J9Rd Bidl. g of f7ear e ©
THTHIS e |ATdel ail O STHE 3718,

TRl STl "igd  <dra feper o r=m
IRENT L. $aehd dee a% ST QU=
SEAT THUT ST HUETRT Higdard. &m st
TOSIT TSoiedT 3Ted 37T g8 TR,

T ST HTET T GLhIT ST HHTS

ST ST 3T Y d91ed.
e BT ISR YA o Wi fohar

S ATl & STARTARRT 3T 3TH
FUAT TAS] I GG Hlal FHad STl
JEEAT SRl QAR ST, ST ST

AHaeh 1T AR, T STaedT ST
37T foraT SR hTeT ST HRUTHS

TSI 7 T ST SUFASHT HIad. ©
Td Hlq ITHAET STEaerdAiaed S

AT ASABIGSET STST=AT FIIATET STATaraRy

TELAUNT SRl Tohdl  STERATHD

SHAYl HetdlH 3T|% T HET e

S Yo O o |, faar e faa

gEES. T FHSTET RTOT TS daE

fomes =99 3190 fohaT HATeY TSy
TSYUT IS THI=AT AT =T TRoTH

HOLT B, T 3TN AT STEISIATHE
THST HSUITET 9 STHATSTT  gafary
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Fearel arded B, el URfed=r A

3T U= ST 30T § e 7T

TRA. AT Had ST ST SIS

IRET=T SO el a8 gare AT

URE TR, T ¥ SRIAd BT MM
SToaT 9 e o 3Td IS 91
fereroTaTg Sfea T, et TR uRferda
ST Wifger TR e arRsSuER A

gHT TRA. Ig. FASIARX  HI0ATH AT
IACSET (ramp) AT 3THUT TS AT
TESTTCAT STCAETT hial JUATHRET gfaen
STHUT STEL 377, AT FadIIR e,

STTaTd deieT Os3 Heat fohaT AT RTaSIIl

SIS U= STTUTIT %ﬂﬂﬂﬁ@é@ﬁ

I3 ATBTAT UTeTShT RTROTEE e ST h

qewa 3TTd SUTeh®T AT IT=AT eHfeT

Fel dC de3, I¥ ST Hed Fehd STV
TEL.SRT 939 UTASh T iAo
TICYETET S ST 379d. JiesTal

STIETT ShIoTdTET ST JUT ATl
STTST LT 0T THISTH T aEt 3T
HYUTT ShedT 3Ted. Iiq I 3TS[AR! Ara-TT=

IS UHT  Sarr forar  9rqar

IR aled. T 3 fafaw

STTSTETSTE AI0TE STTEHRRR AT T AT

qhT HTATH  (differently abled) STHOT=T

AR S 99 THATT. VM d39 =

SISk AT TGS ST, SR I=3 SauT=T

IS T gehadl AET SATISAT  ATSTHeET
HIfedt 0T WA I, T THARRA AT
JSTEETe ShTH 3{TqUT EFI?‘i T 3TN qTaAT

SHITST IASET AT fohar grdsien
fEerToft faf¥tss yehTe=am aiaciad=il e
3TY 3Tk IUHH Faclel dlfeet. Id Traar

qTASh =T TATd SUSTelt gTfest. STSTUTSIe
dAreh forar TS dleh 1T "o
fera BHdler BT =LA HAT T dadr T
T FHISTAT TG 7 BT STcT&ll ax
3ol HAMHTUT GHSIEEAT T a¥
B 7 9 AT gatiioT faeerg g
Hed B SO EdheAd. oAl
TehTC IR /AMHger shivTed fepar Tmmed
STHUT=T HIAS  ATA9T AT 0T
STE TR

QITAT Tiad T fRTeqoT=ie! ST 379

T SUHH TEUTST AISTal I GO 3T 1.
TE T dTSeh. AT 3TY TEUTUATET I8 STt
3R, SHOT &1 Tk AT SATOT Fiaer ST
FHEA IAd qrel dL; ARl ¢Sk
ISATET  ANTAN.  STIATHS  THTSTSh oAT0]
faum (social welfare department ) TUTT T
e Teh @A MR8 EHah 37k SThH
TTAfTS STATT. g W 9| ST 3Ty
I, T SUSHHAAT JATAASEUhS &l
ST WIATATS ShIUTATa! AT ded T9dl
ST TETE S =T qISYET SheAte a

TAHhT e O%; IS ARG =R
FHIOATHT dTehe ST EATET 3. § ST90T
TAGIT T SELT 3R, SHATAThe AMEh
WA M7 IISAThR HIhH IR
gmed sa e fammef faviw wuSy
TRTA IMST T HTAal 9 QTEROT Iesd

ISATSSATHT I T3 T HHIE TShadd.
W AT T FEdeh THd. TR R ST
gfaer Suasy e faear med | STad
FHIUT T AT e TS

qeRT SAMUT TS Teh G0l AR
RUH JY HHTSIST HIAT HIAT . 3T

HTaer aTfest 37T dF STERTT 3THEr. ]

J3Y ST TETRT NGO &I o7&f STdel 31T

=T T Tehaed T ST =T
WA Serelt  AMedren fega Aser.e
FH G 3T TS gierfera sTfor oo

EIETE HHTST FIMEAr=l qiEdr 3=l ¥

TE Y ATSeh.
*
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“LOG KYA KAHENGE??”
- THE QUESTION THAT STILL HAUNTS
* MIHIKA NAVALKAR >
BEBRBRBEREBEBREREBEBREREBREBREREREBLBRERE

India has always been a patriarchal country.
Itis very difficult to conclude whom to blame this
on — should we blame it on the Mythological
Stories told to us? Or to all those who blindly
followed,believed and enforced what was being
told to them?

Since eternity, in our society women have
been forced to occupy a secondary place in
relation to men. Right from the Ramayana and
Mahabharata women have always been at the
receiving end. Men project the dominant
viewpoint as universal truth. And over the years it
has been just followed by objectifying women
and treating them as mere doormats or
punching bags. Since the very beginning of
time,the doors of educational, economic, social,
political and cultural opportunities were
gradually closed for them.

The birth of the son was an occasion to
rejoice and that of a girl of grief. Female
Foeticide is the worst kind of torture and
violence that womankind could be possibly
facing. The thought of murdering an unborn child
in itself gives you jitters, people who actually do
that are no less than cold blooded murderers.
Even today, we still have people coming up to us
and saying, “Ohh its a girl, dont worry next
timeit will be aboy” or“ Iwant aboy, cause
he is the one who would take my name
ahead” , “Ladka hua hai, Maine is ghar ko
warris diya hai”. Whats more surprising is that
we feel the illiterates are the ones propagating
this, but, unfortunately its also a very good
amount of the highly educated class who go to
an extent of making such demeaning remarks
and demands. Be it the deepest of the rural
areas or the modern cities , killing the girl child

is still rampant across the country. Its sad to
see people becoming so shallow-minded. They
say a woman only is a woman's best friend, but
since ages we have had examples of women
destroying women as well. Be it the saas-bahu
drama over the bahu bearing a daughter, the
domestic violence for the greed of dowry or a
friend demeaning the character of another
because of jealousy. Over the years this seems
to be decreasing gradually with more and more
educated girls growing up to be responsible
women. The day is not to far when our country
will be free of female foeticide.

Inspite of the all this, in the age of a male
dominated society women of caliber have
surpassed the skills of men. The visible
achievements of women as teachers, doctors,
pilots, politicians and explorers etc. have
demolished the patriarchal notions of confining
women's role to home. Today we have women
like Kiranjit Ahluwalia who fought against
domestic violence, Sunitha Krishnan a victim
of a horrific gangrape when she was only 16, she
now runs a successful NGO that rehabilitates
sex trafficked women, despite facing death
threats, Indra Nooyi,the current chairman and
CFO of the second largest food and beverage
business, PepsiCo, Chanda Kochar, currently
the MD & CEO of india's largest private bank
ICICI Bank, Suhasini Mulay, who got married
only when she felt the time was right, at the age
of 60,Nandita Das known to do roles that break
stereotypes, she started her own campaign
'Dark is Beautiful' and never endorses any
fairness creams,Sushmita Sen, who adopted
her first child when she was 25 and is a single
mother of two beautiful daughters now,Neena
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Gupta, she raised a child outside of a wedlock
way back in the 1980s, Bachendri Pal, back in
1984, when not many women in India had the
freedom to do what they wanted to, she became
the first Indian woman to climb Mount Everest.
In a society that has seen women as the weaker
and the second sex, here's a shoutout to the
ones who decided to live the way they wanted
to, no matter how crazy or rebellious. Isn't it
evident that it is difficult to progress if we restrict
women to specified roles and subordinate them
to men. Even to raise children in today's
environment and to make them fit to face the
challenges of a competitive future, a woman
needs to be fully aware of her choices and
decision-making.

Apart from the violent torture from the
society, their personal freedom in respect of
movement, dress, diet, marriage is dominated
by men too. Women also began to be enslaved.
They were equated with cattle or commodities
that could be sold and purchased. Various
obligations, restrictions and regulations were
imposed on them and different penalties and
punishments were prescribed if a woman
violated them. Women even today are judged by
the kind of clothes they wear and the kind of job
they do. Why is it that even today every
daughter in the country is expected to cook or
know all the kitchen chores or is expected to run
the house. “Naari hi ghar ka dekhbhal karti
hai” - this statement is echoed through every
household. Are sons so incompetent that they
cant even cook for their family or take care of the
house ? Are men suppose to be only bread-
winners? Today women are capable to be both
the home-maker and bread winners. They have
the capacity to run the family physically,
emotionally and monetarily on their own.
Women have always been side-lined and over-
shadowed in spite of the fact that they are
numerically half of the world's population.This
has resulted in women being unable to take a
dignified place as a free and independent
individuals associated with men on an equal
intellectual and professional wavelength.

Moreover, every man wants a wife who is
beautiful, well-educated and fashionable , but

arAfcent
UIThA

[~N

eI HaiaT Aisi STt 3Trea,
T I AT TTae TTST ST 37,
TLAYIFET TS I TS TTSelt BT,

-Sf. AT TeeTeh

these are the same menwho expecttheirwivesto
slog in kitchen, take care of kids and cater to
every other homely responsibility all on their own.
Men being the more “dominant” gender in our
society it is equally their responsibility to share
the load with their wives in every aspect. Of
course with changing times , we also find liberal
and open-minded men who do treat women as
equal and share their responsibilities. They also
give them a helping hand to manage home, family
and work irrespective of what profession the
woman belongsto orevenif sheisahome-maker.
Sadly,women eventoday are stillavictimto
a lot of things. They fall victim to the society , to
their friends and family and sometimes even to
themselves. A young girl is still told who she
should be friends with and that what she wears
would define her character. Boys can roam freely
till late night, oh but its not safe for girls to be out
for solong. Yes,itis not so easy, to set your own
boundaries, make your own choices and rise
above people ‘s( judgement. But thats what a
woman needsto do- STAND UP for herself.
When the most loved and worshipped
superstar posts an open letter or a video in
favour of women, thats when it catches
everyones eye, and that is how maybe just a
slow change but indeed a change would
happen. As Amitabh Bachchan rightly said to all
women out there- “ People will talk. They shall
say some terrible things. But that doesn’t
mean you have to listen to everyone. Never
ever worry about —LOG KYA KAHENGE?.”
*
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* AEHAR &, fasaenT x
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W = g YR HEGl. T STeshHl
ST ST SO ATeeh-1 AHUT. 30T 7T
T SETEAT BRI ey faRer sreee
A, AT HI WFIaE gHSrar. fad
FTeSh-T=AT BT TROMR. ATS HAARTe=! ST
IO TATTITII STAT TIHT Tt SITSett
=T gl Wk e foet wifest

STk I T STHTET. HAISToRITe a8
T STHTATT. Teh ST =6l HehTes =l
YR grear aredl, TRY TRY SR AJST
TTETET. TSI Toh BRI Toh STHTET. T
T IR YIS, At A@HETHT. TS
Hﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁmud AT h0E. ATRidl deld
ST edd WY 99E.  3ThIeT Urerh-

TRUTST oy 278 TeT. ST fasen 319and.
T AMe<a ST fagd. gaT, 3sTS ST et
et gy fiare fagehiae oTa Jard. qoT
=X fidi=n sfca S 918 aRY I
TR A TAT WEET FAHA
FEHARET T TAE AR G S,
It TOUT 3TgTel. e AT Hiehed!. quT

ki, AR, AT geEder=Am
TG STERRIET Teh adehiX fager ait
THEN AMA =89, § W@ e aed
T T A W a9 gL Ufead. HROT
=T BT ekt AR © gad. AR’
Tl AR 8 T A A Bl

ARTIUT TMSAT oI TSt i, HI SATSIe!
TEFAT S IH. AT |E  HEerE

TEAT T qTehTS: AT Teiid qSaiall
qAr. AT ©es, IS, Helal og,

Mdalqosl I\'IOhS EFET HIHI‘! dll{lqlcdl ('1'1‘-|‘6|I('1
Tl ot 3faed =X, e A& <9

HIEHT HShT... Y I HTal. HIS AT
TTRTT T B THEE ST, AT Forels
AT, TARGHHISTT Heol, Hlal g
FHTe! T, FASTS ST, TRl 3T ATel.
TUT HEfT ST AT 3Tfaies BIar. WOl ety

Tl BICAT. STHAH /3 HIOTH 3 g Trehat.
T T 3THT Ueh He el 3Terar. qoT fasr
SY g Teai=l =l 2o WF foE.
e A= T&fieht holel @Sl Hhos
TId. | STeeT STeeT A=A foer=nd e 39

fetdl SUe AEENTT UHHT W A A

TRTIT T Hid Y AR AN T

3THA. HTal HETHNT T SATeeh+l hi=l AT

HIOAT §IhEE. ‘3R, X =g b,

€ HIATT. HIRISOT o= e aaand.

TSyl HIST 9T 98 Tadd 39 8T

fFea=il J€&H d9add; % digd o

ST 3719

HIATT. AT GISHREAT HISIT e ST e, el STfT W T Hase TId.
T  HATHIRIIAT r“'ISQ’N'L ld aQ’EaTq', ‘IQ’("I'\I‘HI rq"IQhH ol HHAMHHE.  Jl4ald
FRGET=T  SSTB[ ST Gohia aigedrel @A 5. argedars! aasi,

AT, FT 3T SUSATT ohel SITATd. JUT HeAl
T 9Ted, dTeshl of dTeshIe Te1daT gal.

geren fowuifeome anfor s WX &
TS ot SHEl Toiehs o9 ST,
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arAfEehRT
ECiE)
T A i, Tt af .,

LAl § Y 37TH= Hid SThYT Bid. &7
Told 3eh Blard A<, hogsdTa,

JUSAT AISHaTal, IR AR a1E, =0k

Y&k Shalold WUe, ‘SRgal el Ta

foftae arcelt w1 gery = 3,

T =R TR T AT T
-31. GHT TeeTeh

gL T ATAVTRT ST SHIOTT=AT AT Sh 0T
STl =] STHTI=AT. 90T WehT STTATSIH AT
et UreTeR OROT SS9l STATEHT
TSUTH AT I, TToeld el
SMETST ATAT oht Tl TMSUTRT HY =T
SATITST 3ATAT ohi, AYUATATST SIS =T @i
MIT Y. “FeT, TLHASTATA T, ST

ST WX ToeAT=aT HETqE B9, a9nd T

HLd ARIE, AL HIAF. O qar 1

TE AT, THS SIERT, JarsT, TEST,
RLaTel  Farar AR AT ERIHHKR
=T, e ST S ST g HET
faerd w0ae 9 TsHg TE OB
SA=T o Wes UeATaX IeTErdt fUaet

qeTeaT ST <dl’ 379 HET, |HT, TS
IO AT SHIoT g fidr =ea 319d. faes
Td g THT TREAE. WA HE W&
h{drd. afad = ST ST hddrd.
Tfaart guTahdr fea. § 99 7t 318

O fReamEs d®T WHREAT eI
SIShTEUTRI Sleh! Tcheh & 3TTd ST,
ST A= eI A0HTEIST HHTANT Th ST
AN, 97 S =) Al Al ot

ST BT, Tehel AT TR Shelt Bict. oS
T &€ IIHIGA e AnTe a8 af drgst
TIETAT A ORI TUTST  SATH=A

T 39 TR IUe 1 IO STehodT=

AT AT GUT. S =Iqal 5. &

AT gSUS g& |, SIAT=T=4T Y1313
Feohcledl IJIEl. drehedl darsal SsH
SIToh [ ST SiT aX55S aLSSS ST

deTS Al §€ ol SE. T Higdm=m
T gUe =T TaO9aR 38,
TN W7 SHR SIS, Higdr=ar 3L{deh

AT, I BAT HUAERE AT
qIALTSTeAT STeehT Hdch ATT heaharedl

S es ML= WA=l &I TSI HaTem 9rT

Hiehes! TRl T @rell a9 7 e

S A@T U3 e 91a7 AT
qIALrSTl ISTA! HEjel g 3T ST

ST |e Shieh® Feer 3. o7 ERraet
A3l AT IRT wed dreeir  faeeed

Te5d BIAl. GURT Tl Ueh def TeIart aTg

T ATad. Tl @il ST ITg. s el

. T STIT Feer=T ST ST =AT Sheh
SATETSTE Ueh=T 07 TEOTr=, @rere e

& dhT.’
TAERE! ekl 0T 3T HesTet.

ST o, a8 AW SO T STH wuTaET ot

TR S STAfedTdT 3/% Afe=are adsT gid.

SHHLT FTh ST {S S STIaTI=i.
T ST HUEr Wi Ted Y. ST
TRfHTaress 9 I HSHT TS SS’

3TATEST TS H SATOT THYT o). | TeheH
Y Al Tohies, GEATHIS SieaT ded Hesdl

TRl WIS HefehTH Teld 3. Sqefect=r

T AT UShelt ohi, TToaiid ST3 T =

BIss gag I3, BT YaLfHe forehumr Hrore

TRET g i gar. wore .

3T 3T ST 0T gem=n forafaane. TanTes!

ot foumer. Tfice 818 #id s,

GehT3T Teh TEUT H T SIAAT ST qreTd
. THEAT GIEET gad Ss. Wi g
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RESLEEL

- Gt. fasr=sht o1, TaeenT

AT SERT WA HEUT BT ATt
QR T H T Iy
T T <7 37 ST F1aT BT ST ?

T ST AICE ST ¥R T aed 1121

A=A JHTETE GHL hTarel @ o

T AT I TS e et 6

St 3TET BT FEIT S A JETFH TR
AU AT T UH, 3TH @I HT STEd | 1R 1

TR I MG T, WISTed et

33 R T FUM I oheil 3T Hal
AU TS BIATE, TST HeAl HMH I

T Y 3T T I3 T HEN T AT/ 1

foameareTa T I fawt &R S
fgemR =T TeheE, A T S 3T
‘ot fo=t StTem SR et 1% 1

sauey fo=n e atar g et

FHIET. H ST STRAGH AT 99T AT
TS TBTT Y. UUT Zeg AT =T Al
I TeT. Fa8 1 A= ST, agEr AT
Tl eI HSI0T STaee 9! Tahar Ut
T ST QI Tiete e ST, T =
et W Saiel 1T IRE! fe9Ter o,
T SIS, FTaS AT BIal. ATSATASB
T e ITRET UHhT FeE  hloodl
HIOTHTAT Uehge  SAOTAET difeet. df HIUH
TS BIaT. Ty SMHYUT TN ggohg
TId. 90T T ShTedT AU TSl 3TaTeed BIal
I, IR AOTEET 9T ISAT 3TEAr. ST
M I ATSAThS UTfeet. df 3THT 1T UTeTd
TIAT STUehTal Hiel GGG Sielas  Imel
3Tk HIgell Bl AT o feaw wt
AT AT SIS a9 ohad.

ITHTERgT AT ULaal ST sTeeh =T
Tearare gehall. fassiqy aet ufea. a1
Taid U S 1o SiEehTd I QY
T AT 3Tl BId. AT Tl STeeh =l
ST, Iehashid LI 38 ST i
BT TMHed N UGl dlad =ical.
TG I Tk et Ffyuett. 3 ar 3=
39 fafesmrey der TeEer Idid. SET
e o ST, AT=AT gIad=ar g
Tk el AT et fo=R sy e,
ST ANTRA ieh STt HSigar e

fegre=n. argamr fa=i 9= 3 SerEEr. faan

ST HIATT. TS TYOT ARG fagy fawm.

ST WhTHBT TTRTI= AAT o=l AN el
T feag faar arrar s I S, e
JarT o feoel. daTsae oA haeall

FHRHET T oo feaw oret. 907 fasre
qMep-l GRET @WHq JrE=l. 9 g es
HIET SIeRITal qUI=T. G et eher

faerelt sTeshacte foua g, @t e 1|
AN, STded ATedEa oaga 3A1e, o+
T FMBTAT HIE STHEA 0TS Bl

faere gradm T fc¥. ™7 HiesaT AUTEN S8
qATET HIEATRS Ulfeed SATOT Y WHET
STTEAT. Shel hEl 3T IIETHE; ol STeshHl

TEUTST ot TehT AT T8 Biar? o wgorst
=7 U TeeAtd 3TSehad df AgHuH
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Saving the world

-Aarti Jayesh Kothare
Std. VIII

The world is dwindling and we have to save
it,

Why don'’t you all help a little bit?
Everyone will get his or her share,

If you'll really really care.

Geography is changing day by day,

This is what the news reporters say,

Now is the time to stop all this,

You have already warned by the snake’s last
hiss.

Saving the world is not an easy task,
Come on remove your selfish mask,
See the nature and its living forms,
Why to keep such dreadful norms?

Live and let others live is the true norm of
life,

Why do you feel to cancel it with a very
sharp knife?

Please save me our mother is crying,
What is the harm in just trying?

Cause this is the day you can change the
world,

This is the day you can care the world,
This is the day you can share the world,
And this is the day you can save the
world...
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Superstition is a kind of blind faith based on
fear and ignorance. Not only the illiterate, old
and tribal but even the educated fall prey to such
unreasonable notions. It is observed that
superstitions are of various types and people
belonging to different nations are influenced and
subjected to it in some form or the other. There
are plenty of hilarious superstitions lingering in
Indian culture.

Throwing light on a few on them that can put
you in a split of laughter.

* Bribing God happens everywhere
irrespective of one’s caste, creed or religion.

We all at some point or other indulge in this

act. "God please help me pass this

examination with flying colours and then |
shall dedicate sweets worth a particular
amount to you", such pleads are often

heard from students. Is this a prayer or a

give and take offer? Adults too visit religious

places to attain the so called darshan but
the motive is some personal benefit in
return. Sometimes fasting for a day or two
or for that matter a week (in some cases) is
a form of bribing God, and | just don't
understand as to why God will enjoy
watching you starve? Abstaining from food
will never take you close to God. It's your
actions, attitude and kindness that matters
and takes you an inch closer to the

Almighty. Pure faith is a deep personal

conscience and is not surrounded with fear

but superstitious beliefs have a baggage of
apprehensions. A person believing in
superstitions is always haunted by
unknown fears and anxieties.

* Week days particularly Tuesdays and

Thursdays are the days on which trimming

ones nails, hair cut or wash is to be strictly
prohibited. Why? Because we have been
hearing from our elders that engaging in
such activities on the prescribed days
causes harm to God. That means even if
your nails are long enough to hurt someone
or your tresses cause sweat and foul odor is
absolutely fine. In short on Tuesdays and
Thursdays you may look as filthy as
possible.

The most common of the lot is a black cat
crossing your path. The poor cat may be in
a hurry to reach her kitten at the other end of
the road so unknowingly she may have
crossed your way. But we consider it as a
bad omen. Some wait for few minutes while
some chant mantras and then carry on their
journey with a vision that the mantras wipe
off the misfortune. Thus, the black cat is
seen as a biggest villain.

Do not sweep your floor in the evening hours
as it brings bad luck. Our ancestors were
deprived of electricity and would use wick
lamps thus to avoid accidents during night
time, they must have avoided sweeping
floors during evening/night time.

Number 3 and 13 are ill-fated. If a group of
three is heading for some work, then we
often hear the quote "Teen Tigaada Kaam
Bigaada". It is often seen that a group of
three carry a pebble (pebble personified as
the fourth person) with them so as to reduce
the negativity output. It is observed that
people avoid purchasing a house with the
number 13 in their address. Many high-rise
builders skip the 13th floor entirely. So
absurd! If one turns 13 does that mean a
year of doom? The numerology aspect
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seems very funny and strange.

You are stepping out of your house for some
important task and somebody sneezes
then that action seems to curtail the work
that you are about to perform. Logically
thinking how can someone sneezing affect
your work? Sneezing is reflex reaction that
usually occurs with the common cold, flu or
tickly dust irritating the inside of your
nose. There is absolute no connection.

On the arrival of a baby boy, the mother is
asked to avoid non-vegetarian food on
Mondays. If a girl child is born such a
condition is not laid. | will not be surprised if
women feminist oppose. Why such an order
only for baby boys and not for baby girls?
Personally speaking avoiding non-
vegetarian food on certain days is a way to
make sure that adequate veggies are
consumed for health benefits. But majority
avoid non-vegetarian food on the pretext of
auspicious days.

Menstruating women are impure and cannot
enter temple or visit religious functions. Yet
another belief inadvertently spread during
ancient times and still harbors in majority of
Indian households. Probably women in the
olden days avoided certain things during
those days because of discomfort and
slowly must have turned into a ritual. How
can a common biological phenomenon in
women that is related to fertility and birth be
associated with dirt or impurity? It is high
time we accept women with their natural
processes and break these baseless
norms. | am very proud of India’s rich culture
and traditions. However, there are certain
rituals that are blindly followed and its time
we abandon such customs that deprive
women from attending sacred functions.
Worshipping with menstruating — What's
wrong in it?

Banyan tree and ghost tales go hand in
hand. Banyan tree houses spirits so avoid
it in the night is a never missed instruction.
Our ancestors probably knew of
photosynthesis and the effects of inhaling
carbon dioxide in the night. Hence they

must have discouraged people from
venturing near a banyan tree at night and
stories of ghosts were woven around these
trees.

Fallen hair around the house brings fight in
the family. But how can mere hair provoke
family members to engage into a squabble?
The real reason behind this superstition
could be that if you leave the fallen hair
inside the house then with the wind blow it
could end up in the food.

Ultimate of all superstitious beliefs in India
is to use lemon and chili totems to ward off
evil eye. How on earth can we identify an evil
eye? Are we humans so powerful that our
mere wicked thoughts can harm other fellow
beings? Our ancestors tried to propagate
the use of lemon and chillies in their daily
life as both are rich in Vitamin C and with a
pierced thread, it absorbs the vitamins and
different nutrients present that vaporize in
the air. Thus we inhale this air and use their
properties for our health benefits. However,
this practice turned into a superstition.

If someone is having hiccups it is assumed
that someone is remembering him/her.
A hiccup is an involuntary contraction of
the diaphragm that may repeat several
times per minute. It is a natural process.
Crows are referred as our ancestors. What
about other birds? It is a general belief that
feeding crows pacifies the departed soul.
They are considered as the "messenger”
between the worlds of the living and the
dead. Poor crows must be blessing us for
serving them food on moral grounds. They
are ignorant that we humans have royally
associated them with death rituals and the
delicacies offered are not prepared keeping
them in mind but in turn we incarnate them
as our ancestors who take their form and
relish home food.

Why do we refrain from, accepting money or
prashad with our left hand? Why this
abhorrence for the left hand? | fail to
understand why the left hand is considered
so inauspicious although it is very much an
important part of our body. In fact, the most
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vital organ — the heart — is also on the left
side! Is it fair to discriminate our own body
part? For years together, the world has
applauded when Allan Border, Yuvraj Singh
and Brian Lara hit fours and sixes with their
left hands and won crucial matches.

In today's scientific world, there are tons of
people who believe that eyelid twitching is a
sign for something. Most of us try to find if
the right or left eyelid twitch brings luck or
misfortune. Eyelid twitches are common
and can occur due to stress, lack of sleep
and other lifestyle factors. To me with
dedication and hard work success comes
easily. Unbelievable eyelid twitches predict
gain or loss.

Rain on the wedding day is considered
sacred in some cultures. It's said to bring
fertility and wealth. | find it difficult to
comprehend as to how can incessant rains
be whole heartedly welcomed on the
wedding day? With a downpour there will be
a drop in the number of guest invited, the
bride and groom if arranged an open air
party will be highly disappointed
showcasing damp clothes. Everything
becomes a fiasco with the clouds bursting
on the day of nuptials.

There are many false notions about
scratching different areas of your body. If
your right palm scratches you shall receive
money if left then you lose money. Have you
ever had occasions wherein money came in
due to right palm itching? Feet itching have

various beliefs attached varying from sorrow,

to sign of getting new shoes or onset of a

lovely journey. The itchy feet myth alters

from culture to culture. ltchy nose indicates

a curse or a sign of fight. God! Nose seems

to be a very dangerous part. The followers of

this myth get goose bumps the moment
theres an itch.

There is a plethora of such illogical
superstitions that distorts one’s mind set. Itis a
widespread social problem. People feel
desperate to find reasons for all the misfortunes
they come across. Thus, stress makes one
superstitious and they hide their mistakes by
blaming it on luck. It is hard to control all the
circumstances in your life, but you can definitely
control how you react to them and what you do
about it. This is far more important than being
lucky or unlucky. Everyone has ups and downs
in life, it's not always a piece of cake and trying
situations are bound to arise, we need to accept
them with a positive attitude and make a plan to
improvise circumstances instead of thinking
that superstitions or rituals can affect the
outcome of your life.

Superstitious beliefs are irrational, deeply
rooted in our minds and societies. Common
sense plays a crucial role while taking tough
decisions than depending on odd supernatural
signs. Let reason govern your choices, not
superstition. Superstitions are completely
erroneous, it is proven that the positive power of
mind and prayers can improve the probability of
success in your life. Let's all fill our life with
positive approach and eradicate ridiculous
superstitions that have no logical basis
whatsoever.

How can superstitions dictate our life? With
education, rational thinking and scientific
attitude no doubt superstitious beliefs can lead
a natural death. As adults it is our prime
responsibility to make sure our future generation
is away from blind faith.

Today we have learnt the scientific
explanations for many natural events. But yet
the educated modern man is not completely free
from the shackles of fallacies.. How about you?

*
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If cricket is areligion, are the Pathare Prabhus atheists?

% Rohan Talpade %
BRBBBBBRRRBBEBBBRRBEBBRRBREEBRBRBEERRRRER

"It is more difficult to get into Mumbai’s
Ranji team than to play for India." |
remember my coach telling this to one of
the emerging prospects of the cricket club |
played for when he failed to overhaul the
MCA U-19 trials.

Quite obviously with hundreds of clubs,
thousands of professional cricketers and
double the number of galli-cricketers, it
becomes a mighty privilege to play for the
most successful Indian Ranji side,
Mumbai.

Evidently, Mumbai has produced many
matchless cricketers who've gone onto
become world beaters. The Gavaskars
and the Tendulkars have made the
Maharashtrian community proud and
prominent on the world map.

Narrowing down to my point, have you
ever given a thought to a PP representing
India? Wouldn't you love to see someone
from the PPs take up the most followed
sport in India and become a celebrated
cricketer?

If you go by the new song - Har Galli
mein Dhoni, we either fall short of the gallis
or we don’t have a Dhoni within ourselves.
The Pathare Prabhu community has
yielded a numerous artists and
professionals in various fields then why not
a cricketer?

Somewhere down my hazy memory, |
can recollect when | went to watch my club
play against the Pathare Prabhu
Cricketers at the Prabhu Jolly in Azad

Maidan, Churchgate. As a cricket and
Pathare Prabhu fanatic, | travelled all the
way to Azad to watch and hope my
community’s club topple the side |
represented.

To inform the readers, it was a ‘E’
division Kanga League match on a
Sunday. | met a few PP representatives
who to my surprise, informed me that they
had been hiring "professionals" to take part
and represent the Pathare Prabhus in the
league. Reasons for the same are best to
known to them.

My club lost the toss and was asked to
take the field by PP. The sad part was that,
these so called PP "professionals" didn't
seem professional enough to play cricket.
My club side had a new ball pace bowler
who could easily notch up the 125-130 km/
hr mark but PP’s opener did not bother to
wear a helmet.

To head the frustration, the top order
seemed like a frustrated bunch of street
cricketers who came to a ‘maidan’ only to
enjoy a Sunday. Most of them randomly
slogged every third ball, eventually leading
PP to bundle out for a score less than 100.
My club’s batsmen kept batting for the rest
of the day to pocket a first innings victory
without breaking a sweat. | felt a little
humiliated at the end of it as a proud
Pathare Prabhu.

My parents, grandparents and uncles
have recited stories where they've
watched and represented the Andheri Xls
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or the Khar Xls across Pathare Prabhu
tournaments. So why have we suddenly
gone from insane to mundane?

Itis either that we’ve become slothful to
care about the Pathare Prabhu club or that
we haven't been rightly informed. It is very
demeaning to see the club float down the
table in the league, which has
manufactured legends like Tendulkar and
Gavaskar in the past decades, after every
season.

Houshy Kala and Social Samaj jointly
took a great initiative by organizing a
cricket tournament for us after a break of a
few years. The results were clear - we
discovered a bunch of young cricketers
who displayed their exceptional skills. If

they are backed with the right kind of
support, I’'m sure our community can make
an inevitable mark on the cricket field too.
The Kanga league is played over a
duration of two months only on weekends -
majorly on Sundays where the fate of the
game is decided in just 90 overs. If we can
promote and channel a group of focused
Pathare Prabhu cricketers, the club can
improve and maybe one day produce a
cricketer who will play for the national side.
It only requires the right investment of
time and energy to bring about a change.
Instead of just sitting back and criticizing, |
hope we can dig into the matter and mint
gold. Afterall, who wouldn’'t be pleased to
give mother India another proud son!
*
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