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Notin vain

If I can stop

One heart from breaking
I shall not live in vain.

If I can ease

One life the aching

Or cool one pain

Or help one

Fainting Robin

Unto his nest again,

By - Emily Dickinson
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The Amazonian Experience From the heart
of Harold Dover by Achala Desai

by Anika Vijayakar

Period ™!

Stacy Alcorn

"Where isit?" Sam Tucker asked.

"We’ll know when we find it!" I
exclaimed. We were dropped from the
jetabout twenty minutes ago. David,
my boss, had said that we would be
there in twenty minutes. To be
honest, I didn’tknow where we were.
I thought maybe we had taken some
wrong turns. No, | was certain we
had. Lucky, the magazine company
we were working for, had made a clear
path for us to follow. When we
reached the end of the path we would
see a hut with leaves the color of red
which made it distinct. There we
would eat, sleep, and write withaman
who had researched the place for
three years. But Sam J. Tucker had
seen a baby jaguar and gone running
afterit. | had to follow him; he was my
partner and | couldn’t get the article
published without a fine picture. So |
ranafter him, and yelled the word that
had miraculously stopped him in his
tracks: Mom. Hearing this he turned
around, ran back to me, and
apologized. But the damage had
already been done, we were lost. With
the turns the baby jaguar had made
when it was running we were far off
from the path and deep into the
Amazon Rainforest.

So here | was pushing away the
huge leaves, trying to find away back
to the path. I looked up and saw the
sun was setting. "We better find the
hut quickly otherwise it would be
impossible to find it in the pitch
darkness." I thoughtin my head. Sam
and | walked on the muddy land with
each step getting slower. So | decided
to take a break and eat the snacks we
had packed. | found a good-enough
spotunder atree for usto eat. As | sat
down | stared at a Scarlet Macaw.
"The birds are amazing here," is what
I thought when I dozed off . I must’ve
dozed off for a while because when |
woke up I saw Sam talking with a dark
skinned man with muscles the size of
my head. The drowsiness had
disappeared, | stood up, and I put on
my backpack. Sam came to me witha
goofy smile that only an immature
college boy would make atatime

"lsn’titamiracle," he rejoiced, "I
just paid that man for some food. A
man just happens to be selling food
when we need some!"

| leered at the suspicious man.
And he leered right back at me. Why
did he want to help us? Drug dealer?
Why would he want to sell to us? Sam
couldn’t have paid him that much?
"Where did you go when | was
sleeping?” | asked, my eyes stuck to
the man.

" | went to find the hut by myself
since it’s my fault we are in this
situation." Sam said remorsefully.

"And how did you find this man?"
| interrogated. The man at this point
seemed to be getting bored and was
on his way off.

Sam replied quietly, "When | was
looking | found acres of land

deforested and some tents with men.
Obviously the man didn’t want me to
know about the illegal deforestation
so he asked what If | wanted some
food. And I was starved so | agreed
and paid him twenty bucks. This way
I wouldn’t blabber to anyone about
their felony."”

Sam thought that the reason the
man gave him food was to keep him
quiet about deforestation. But it
could’ve been for not wanting Sam to
figure about the drugs in their tents
and then shipping it off to some
African gangster. At least that’s what
I had presumed drug lords did in The
Amazon Rainforest. Either way |
didn’t want to take the risk of Sam
dying (though I thought I might be
better without him.) So I slapped the
food down to the ground.

"Why’d you do that for, Harold?"
Samexclaimed.

"There’s a possibility that the
food is dangerous! Now let's walk
away from that guy as fast as you can!
Okay?"

He nodded with no further
inquiries. And for twenty seconds we
were walking fast enough to make
some distance between the drug lord
and us but slow enough that he
wouldn’t notice or so we thought.
Thedrug lord had heard usand shota
bullet up in the air. At that point | ran
encouraging Sam to run faster. He
shot three bullets at us. Only one
penetrated my shoulder, hurting so
much | dropped to the ground.
Luckily Sam picked me up and helped
me run farther. Thistime wetriedto go
faster (we would have jogged but
there were always bumps and curves)
since we didn’t like the idea of
sleeping in the forest at night. After
our legs gave up we rested for awhile.
This time my stomach was pleading
more than ever. | took a turkey
sandwich out from my bag and
devoured it. Sam was just eating a
blueberry muffin my boss had offered
us on the plane.

"Never call me Harold. Mr. Dover,
always. Do you understand?"

Samnods, "Yes, Mr. Dover."

Sam Tucker was my
photographer’s former intern who
was placed on an important
assignmentwith me for capturing the
essence of The Amazon Rainforest.
According to Lucky, Sam needed
experiences like these to have a
"true™ internship at the company.
Back when | was Sam’s age the
opportunities were limited. Only after
you had several years of experience
would your colleagues take you
seriously. And | for a matter of fact
didn’t like that the next generation
had it different.

And that was when it had
happened.  An  arrow  flew
approximately one foot above our
precious heads. A group of loud,
naked men charged in and attacked
us. The next thing | knew was that |
was tied to a post in the center of the
tribe. One of the several Amazonian

Always missed having a
daughter. God was good enough
to give me two loving sons but
always longed for a daughter.
My relation with my mother was
extremely close - woman to
woman from different angles.
She strived hard to nurture me
into a good human being. Inspite
of her busy schedule she helped
me in various ways. She saw
that | was presentable; she liked
me to look good. which mother
doesn't? | missed this mother
daughter relationship in my
earlier years after marriage.
Though | must admit that my
sasu-ma was no less a mother
to me!

Life went on with its different
hues. Then came my daughter -
in - law who fitted like a T as the
daughter | had longed for. Just
admired her as a girl I never had.
As | was to thank the lord, she
gave me two lovely grand
daughters. So you see Bhagwan
ke paas der hai andher nahi.” Its
a pleasure to have two bubbly
girls flitting in the house like
butterflies. They simply charge
up the atmosphere with their
presence. They come out with
such unique ideas which makes
me wonder - from where do they
get so much knowledge? No

doubt, this generation is extra
informative. Some  innocent
remarks also linger on for years.
When | told my little one that you
are celebrating Childrens Day as
its Nehruji's birthday and you are
asked to wear a party dress to
school; you know what she
asked? “Is Nehru in my class?”

Parenting in changing due to
the extra competition in all
aspects. The anxiety of the
parents in unkowingly transferred
to the children. 1 am happy to
see my girls growing up
independantly, giving voice to
their likes and  dislikes,
cooperating with parents and
important of all - behaving period
of ones life and proper guidance
is an asset. My girls have made
my life a paradise with so much
colour and positive vibes. They
are the foundation of the next
generation, they are the ones
who will carry forward the
responsibility of creating good
human beings.

Gender bias is still prevelent
in all strata of society but | can
vouch for the girl child. Wonder
why this cruel world wants to nip
the bud at birth! A girl is the most
beautiful gift from God. handle
her with care.

*

tribes in the rainforest. (1 didn’t think
that I would encounter one of these
tribes. Then again | didn’t think that
we could’ve gotten lost on a clear
path; this trip was full of surprising
things!) My head had not been tied
so | looked around me and saw and
heard Sam pleading for his life. But
the tribe just continued to dance
around us in acircle. If you stared at
them too much all you would see is
the mix of the painted colors on their
dark skin.

It felt like they were dancing
forever. And | just stood there all tied
up, waiting for the worst. "Maybe
that drug lord isn’t that bad,” |
thought. Then a tribal man, with red
suns and green moons drawn on his
face, came near me with a knife and
slitmy hand. "Ahh!" | yelled. He did
the same thing to Sam except Sam
whimpered. I’'m not sure if his
cowardice and stupidity was comical
atthat time or frustrating. Or whether
college boys were are always just this
naive.

What were they planning to do? |
had no clue why | was here or what
they wanted from us. But | was soon
about to know. Aman with jaguar skin
covering his privates walked to the
circle of our death. The tribe didn’t
seemto like himsince they yelled and
roared at him. But the unique man
ignored them and went to an old man
and spoke in his native language.
The old man must’ve been the leader
of the tribe because when he hollered
at the man, who had slit our hands,
the man listened. The man with the
red suns and the green moons came
again to us except this time with a

frown and cut us free. Sam yelled,
"Thank god!" I would’ve ran but my
body wasn’t able to move. | was
petrified.

The man with jaguar skin, or as |
had come to call him Man With
Clothing, lifted me and Sam up and
took us to a bamboo hut covered in
banana leaves. In the most startling
language, English, Man With
Clothing apologized, "I must say
sorry from the behalf of my people.”
How had he learned English so well?
"What is your purpose in entering
our boundaries? Hunt, is it?" He
interrogated.

Sam shook his head, "No! We are
here for publishing an article in an
magazine. A magazine is something
where pictures and pieces of writing
are put in for everyone to see and
understand."

Man With Clothing grunted, "I’ve
seen it."

At this point of time the curiosity
was too much. So | asked, "How do
you know English?"

Man With Clothing became rigid
and muttered, "I’ve encountered
enlightening demons who have
taught me the way of English with
flair." Him saying that reminded me
when | was studying for a degree in
literature, taking a course on
expanding vocabulary. And there |
was supposed to believe that in some
time he were to pick up a second
language so stunningly! 1 was
absolutely astonished. Mam With
Clothing changed the topic, "So why
are you here?"

Sam shook his head frantically.

(Continue on page 5)
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(Continue from page 4)

"Oh, we didn’t mean to trespass your
boundaries! We just accidently
stumbled on to it when we were
running from a bad guy! Please tell
them not to hurt us, sir! Please!" Sam
had taken the situation pretty good
but the only thing that bothered me in
his plead was the "sir" part. Silly that
that was the thing that bothered me
under the life-or-death situation, but
itwas true! Now that | think about it, it
was probably the anxiety getting to
me.

Man With Clothing examined us.
"Alright, | can see that your
justification is correct. So now | must
tell you what the tribe has in plan for
you!" He said. My body had become
tense. "Old Man J usually trades the
trespasser for fresh meat or luscious
fruit. But since you are an outsider
Old Man J thinks that we should kill
you two and some of the tribe
members are thinking of eating you
two." My heart beated louder than a
speaker at a party. The thought of me
and Sam being eaten made me sick to
the stomach and as terrified as if hell
was already calling me.

"Just because we’re from the
outside?" Sam asked.

Man With Clothing shook his
head. "If it was any other time you two
would be treated like any other
trespasser. But awhile back, amember

of the tribe told us about atime in the
future where a two men from the
outside would seek into our
boundaries and burn us. Ever since
then the tribe has been extra cautious
of anyone slightly touching our
boundaries. Practicing on animals
the procedure to get rid of the
outsiders." He quivered by only
saying it.

Sam quavered, "What is the
procedure?"

Man With Clothing’s voice
dropped down. "First moan a prayer
of help. Then to remove the eyeballs
of the outsider and make them
swallow it. After that an intestine
should be pulled outand burned. The
tribe must smell the burnt intestine
and finally moan a prayer of
protection.”

My heart beating and breathing
had become fast. That wasn’t the
way | wanted to die! "Oh, please god!
I promise I will work harder and be
more honest and cooperative with
my colleagues!" 1 had thought
hearing that. Man With Clothing had
then helped me breath normally
again. "What the plan?" | asked.

"The plan is to run from the back
door as fast as you can! We must do
this quick! We have wasted much
time in interrogation already! | have
told the tribe 1 was going to tell you of
your sins but it has been too long for

PR IGIE )
TS’ AT HUTS R 1=TaT
JHAEOTAT SHIVTATET  SThTdA
o ggq 9=d o 9Ueshid.
fedar R0y =T SPEMEA
GOST’ ® U hd®D
mfad. . off. oW ST
T UGST AT Geoidie &I
@O Uk ared SO,
WUl 3MMe. FIaed §deh
gaX fae== Fafaaa ot hd
A,  FeIfGAr  Shifdendren
fosew cr@Evier @Rt ‘goy'ar
el JIA®! Teh e
SRIEE! [Hoo[oHd[HIN ¢ dlcct.
g & 3T "I« W@HTd
TESTge O &8 a9 © 87
g EIEE b
geaiag=n  dggaad F
Y FTEATERT ST AT T

S

&, #. I S
Ffaqawa  foedr ggs™ur &
G IeTeEd T, . I

TG, A @Y & gy
SEZA A AesE S, &l
=T FfaqaarEr AT E
ATereh=AT HATT el TTeia.
gerarg, ImEE § fAesar &r
e fee oTHee Shae
STTUT=IT SHaaret arserrd quT
TadRToT MesE@  HEA
feeamaEer gerfarars=
Afeed, wige 9 AR
SR, AT TG Ueha! aTet
e, R fohar g
ST FIEIUIX dL AT, 9uT
TS TehTel AEATRET oG
e 7YY Ufeer TEar 19
JIad.  araehET  geraHaee
HUTEh T o THUTH @ GT G
efeptes I At & g
TTIT T8
&, ot I SERTET 'l
REIEGEIR I Gl U FAS I
*Yd. gadrs, fIeear
Ffaar=n g@Ea #t g A
FHeHT GEHRT SMid.
-HY. IS T, FElShT
*

me to prepare you, they will soon get
suspicious!" Man With Clothing
warned.

He guided us through the back
door of the hut and told us to sprint
ahead. We took some left and right
turns but Sam and | were able to keep
itup as much as Man With Clothing. |
could tell Sam was growing tired
along theway so | justtold himto run
alittle slower. We couldn’t be slowed
down by him! Man With Clothing
was still at a steady speed with
muscle on his back flexing as he ran.
Apparently tribal men had better
physique than an average man in
N.Y.C.

Aswe ranaway | could hear Sam’s
panting. | could hear it until we were
stopped by two tribal men. The tribal
men uttered something to Man With
Clothing. Man With Clothing then
replied inan arrogant tone. The tribal
men roared and took outan arrow and
wielded it with their hands. Man With
Clothing yelled, "Run!" And so I did.
We ran and ran until I heard a shout of
pain. | looked back, my legs still
running, and saw Sam J. Tucker dead.
Though 1 loathed him for his
stupidity and cowardice I still didn’t
like that he had to die. After all he was
stillayoung college boy. How could |
blame him for not being as
knowledgeable as me? Sure, he had
been a little foolish but he was still
someone who looked up to me and
asked for guidance. So maybe |
regretted the way | had behaved to
him.And I guess that’s what happens
when people die. | never really had
the experience of death and now I did.

Though Sam was dead I still had to
make itoutalive. | followed Man With
Clothing till we reached a jet. How a
jet come is still a mystery to me. He
helped me geton and I sat nextto him
in the co-pilot’s seat. "Do you know
how to fly one of these things?" Man
With Clothing smiled and nodded.
How he knew to fly a jet is still a

mystery to me as well. My guess is
that the "demons" who had taught
him English were responsible for his
ability to fly ajet. He took me back to
N.Y.C. where | decided to write about
my terrifying experience of the
Amazon Rainforest. | went to my
boss and he said that the man who
was supposed to share his research
had come back to N.Y.C. two months
ago and he had just informed them.
And that the man that had called them
was actually someone named Mister
Crescent. Oh, and by the way when
Man With Clothing had dropped me
he had said that his name was Mr.
Crescent.
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