
OegjbOej ³eeb®ee JebMeJe=#e
DeefYeJeeove

(meew.ÒemeVee ieesKeues ³ee keÀve³eeueeue ³eeb®³ee megkeÀv³ee. l³eebveer OegjbOej IejeC³ee®ee JebMeJe=#e HeeþefJeuee. ne JebMeJe=#e jeJe
yeneotj OegjbOejebveer mJeleë le³eej kesÀuee Deens. DeLee&le®e l³eele HeÀkeÌle veeceeJeueer vemetve OegjbOejebveer cegKeef®e$esner
jsKeeìueer Deensle ns Gef®ele®e. cnCetve®e l³ee®es cenÊJe.    -mebHeeokeÀ)
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íbo ceePee DeeieUe

ceePee íbo
 yeeiesÞeer OegjbOej HejerKe 
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ueneveHeCeeHeemetve®e DeeHeu³eeuee DeveskeÀ íbo
Demeleele. Deieoer Heesmìe®eer eflekeÀerìb, yeebie[îeeb®³ee
keÀe®ee, MebKe efMebHeues, meeiejieesìs peceefJeC³eeHeemetve les
ieesieueieeF& Iejer DeeCeC³eeHe³e¥le mJele:®ee DeY³eeme
meebYeeUtve DeveskeÀ ieesäer ueneve cegues keÀjerle Demeleele.
HeCe ueneveHeCeeHeemetve®e pej SKeeÐee efJe<e³ee®eer DeeHeCe
iees[er ueeJetve Iesleueer lej GleejJe³eele, ceve
jceefJeC³eemeeþer ¿ee íboeb®ee Keje GHe³eesie neslees. ¿ee
íboebcegUs DeeHeueb ceve lebog©mle jneleb. ceie lees íbo
ueeskeÀebmeeþer GHe³eesieer Demees Jee vemees, DeeHeu³ee mJele:uee
cee$e ef[ÒesMeve, ef[ceseqvMe³ee DeMee DeepeejeHeemetve lejer otj
þsJelees. keÀejCe ¿ee íboeve DeeHeueb ceve, DeeHeuee ceWot
DeeefCe DeeHeu³ee Mejerjeleerue meJe&®e DeJe³eJeeb®ee JeeHej
nesle Demelees.

ceuee ueneveHeCeeHeemetve®e DeveskeÀ íbo nesles.
Deece®³ee JesUer Sme.Sme.meer. veblej keÀe@uespeceO³es SkeÀlej
mee³evme, Deeì&me efkebÀJee keÀe@ceme&, ¿eeefMeJee³e Deepe®³ee
meejK³ee Flej MeeKee veJnl³ee. Sme.Sme.meer.uee ®eebieues
ceeke&À efceUeues keÀer mee³evmeuee®e pee³e®eb, ceie Fbefpeveer³ej
efkebÀJee [e@keÌìj Jne³e®eb ne efMejmlee®e neslee. ceermeg×e
Heejues keÀe@uespeceO³es mee³evmeuee ÒeJesMe Iesleuee neslee
DeeefCe ceefnv³ee®³ee Deele®e, ¿ee efJe<e³ee®eer DeeHeu³eeuee
iees[er veener ns keÀUtve ®egkeÀues. keÀejCe mee³evme cnCepes
meyebOe efoJeme De[ketÀve He[e³e®eb. ns meJe& ìeUC³eemeeþer
ceer iegHe®etHe Deeì&med®³ee Jeiee&le peeTve yemeues. l³eecegUs
keÀe@uespe HeÀkeÌle mekeÀeUer®e 2 leeme. yeekeÀer meJe& JesU íbo
peesHeemeC³eemeeþer®ee neslee.

l³ee®eJesUer ceer Keejuee DebyetleeF¥keÀ[s ef®e$ekeÀues®es

Oe[s I³ee³euee meg©Jeele kesÀueer. DebyegleeF¥®eer HeÀej F®íe
nesleer ceer ef®e$ekeÀuesceO³es keÀefj³ej keÀjeJes. HeCe ef®e$es
keÀe{tve DeeHeu³ee Hee³eeJej GYeb jnelee ³esF&ue Demeb Jeeìle
veJnleb cnCetve ceie yeer. S. kesÀueb. yeeyeeb®³ee DeeûenemleJe
ìeìe FefvmììîetìceOetve meesMeue Jeke&À ¿ee efJe<e³eele
Sce. S. kesÀueb Je meesMeue Jeke&À keÀjC³ee®eer DeeJe[ HetCe&
kesÀueer. ns meJe& keÀjleeveemeg×e ef®e$e keÀe{Ceb, ÒeoMe&veele
peeTve jebieesÈ³ee keÀe{Ceb ns meJe& ®eeuet®e nesleb.

ueive Peeu³eeveblej cee$e 7 Je<e& ceer meesMeue Jeke&À
efMeJee³e HeÀejmeb yeekeÀer keÀener kesÀueb veener. JesU YejHetj
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neslee. DeeHeu³ee peeleerle yejs®e ueeskeÀ, Deieoer
yee³ekeÀemeg×e Iejer ieCeHeleer®eer cetleea keÀjleele ns SsketÀve
nesles. efJeMes<e cnCepes meew. megnemeleeF& JesuekeÀj ¿ee
l³eeb®³ee Iej®ee ieCeHeleer keÀjleele Je l³eeuee meesvesjer JeKe&
osleele; ns ceenerle nesleb.

SkeÀoe þekegÀjÜejer ceeceebkeÀ[s iesues Demeleevee
peJeU®e SkeÀ cetleeakeÀej cetleea yeveJeleevee Heeefnueb.
ceeogmkeÀj efkebÀJee Demeb®e keÀenerlejer veeJe nesleb. l³eebvee
ieCeHeleer keÀjleevee yeefIeleueb DeeefCe ceuee Jeeìueb
DeeHeCener ieCeHeleer keÀªve yeIee³euee keÀe³e njkeÀle
Deens! Iejer cegueeb®eer KesUeleueer ef®ekeÀCeceeleer (play

dough) neslee. l³ee®ee ieCeHeleer keÀªve Heeefnuee lej
lemee®e ieCeHeleer Peeuee. ceie Hegvne Hegvne cetleeakeÀejebkeÀ[s
peeTve yemee³euee ueeieues. l³eebveer efJe®eejueb, ``keÀjCeej
keÀe ieCeHeleer? ceeleer osT keÀe?'' leesHe³e¥le ¿ee keÀuesyeÎue
ceuee keÀener®e ceeefnleer veJnleer. KetHe Deeveboeves Je
Glmeeneves cetleeakeÀejebveer efouesuee ceeleer®ee ieesUe IesTve
Iejer Deeues. Je meceesj SkeÀ íesìe ieCeHeleer þsTve cetleea
yeveJee³euee meg©Jeele kesÀueer. DeeefCe Heeefnueb lej, Kejb®e
SkeÀ ieCeHeleer le³eej Peeuee! DeeHeCe ieCeHeleer yeveJet
MekeÀlees ¿eeJej ceePee efJeéeeme®e yemele veJnlee.

leer Heefnueer cetleea leMeer Deesye[-Oeesye[®e Peeueer
nesleer. Deece®³ee Iejer, iegpejeleer Demetvener one
efoJemeebmeeþer ieCeHeleer®eer mLeeHevee nesle Demes. ¿ee®eer
meg©Jeele `¿eeb'®³ee KesUeleu³ee ieCeHeleerHeemetve Peeueer
nesleer.

ceeP³ee meemeN³eebveer, YeeF¥veer ceer kesÀuesueer cetleea
Heeefnueer DeeefCe ceie l³eebveer Deeûen®e Oejuee keÀer, DeeHeCe
¿eeJe<eea ¿ee®e cetleea®eer mLeeHevee keÀje³e®eer. ceuee Kejb lej
ns Lees[b efJeef®e$e®e Jeeìueb. HeCe l³eeb®³ee DeeûeneKeelej ceer
l³ee Deesye[Oeesye[ ieCeHeleer®eer mLeeHevee kesÀueer.

ceePes DeCCeeceecee (efMeJeveeLe osmeeF&) lej ceePee
ieCeHeleer Heentve FlekesÀ Ket<e Peeues keÀer, l³eebveer meeleIej
HeÀesìesûeeHeÀjuee Deece®³ee Iejer HeeþJetve l³ee ieCeHeleer®es
HeÀesìes keÀe{tve þsJeues. veblej yejer®e Je<e& les HeÀesìes l³eeb®³ee
Dee@HeÀermeceOeu³ee ìsyeueeJej keÀe®esKeeueer l³eebveer þsJeues
nesles Je Deeu³eeiesu³eeuee keÀewlegkeÀeves les HeÀesìes oeKeJeerle
Demele.

meieÈ³eebkeÀ[tve KetHe Òeeslmeenve efceUeueb DeeefCe ceie
ojJe<eea ieCeHeleer keÀjC³ee®ee Hee³eb[e®e He[uee. ceeleer kegÀþs
efceUles? leer megkeÀe³euee efkeÀleer efoJeme ueeieleele?
jbieJee³euee kegÀþues jbie JeeHeje³e®es? Keb[erle Peeu³eeme
keÀmes meebOee³e®es ner ceeefnleer ceer ieesUe kesÀueer. ojJe<eea
DeuebkeÀej ìe@keÀerpepeJeU peeTve ceeleer DeeCeeJeer ueeies.

yejs®e cetleeakeÀej mee®ee JeeHeje³e®es. ceer cee$e cegkeÌle
neleebveer ieCeHeleer keÀje³euee ueeieues keÀejCe ne ceePee
J³eJemee³e veJnlee; HeCe íbo neslee. ojJe<eea JesieJesieÈ³ee
DeekeÀejeleues ieCeHeleer ceer keÀjerle nesles. keÀOeer
keÀceUeleuee, lej keÀOeer ceneYeejle efueefnCeeje, keÀOeer
oMeYegpee ieCeHeleer lej keÀOeer ve=l³e keÀjCeeje, yeemejer
JeepeefJeCeeje, lej keÀOeer Heeìer Hesvmeerue IesTve MeeUsle
peeCeeje Demes JesieJesieUs ieCeHeleer kesÀues.

Deece®³eekeÀ[s ieCeHeleer®eb Oeeefce&keÀ cenÊJe HeÀej®e
keÀceer nesleb. cnCepes Hetpee, Deejleer jespe Jne³e®eer, HeCe
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¿eeuee meeceeefpekeÀ (meesMeue) mJeªHe peemle nesleb. yejs®e
veelesJeeF&keÀ Je YejHetj efce$eHeefjJeej ne ieCeHeleer Hene³euee
DeeJepet&ve ³ee³e®es. ceeP³ee meemetyeeF& jespe®e JesieJesieUb
KeeCeb meJee¥meeþer keÀje³e®³ee. Heefnueer one yeeje Je<e&
ÒeLesÒeceeCes mLeeHevee keÀªve Deveble ®elego&Meeruee
®eewHeeìerJej peeTve ieCeHeleer efMeUJee³e®ees. ner ÒeLee
®eeuet®e nesleer. ceuee cee$e neleebveer yeveefJeuesuee ieCeHeleer
efMeUJeleevee og:Ke nesle Demes.

SkeÀe Je<eea ceer HegC³ee®³ee oie[tMesþ nueJeeF&®³ee
ieCeHeleer®eer Òeefleke=Àleer le³eej kesÀueer nesleer. meesv³ee®ee
cegiegì, meesv³ee®es YejHetj DeuebkeÀej, oesve leerve JeUCeb
Iesleuesueer meeW[, yeejerkeÀ [esUs ns meJe& ngyesntye peceueb nesleb.

ne ieCeHeleer Hene³euee Þeer. Òeceeso veJeuekeÀj Deeues
nesles. l³eeJesUer les ceb$eer nesles Je Deece®³ee Mespeejer®e
l³eeb®ee yebieuee neslee. les Deeues DeeefCe cnCeeues, ``let ne
ieCeHeleer efMeUJeCeej keÀe?'' ceer cnìue, ``nes.
ÒeLesÒeceeCes efMeUJeCeej.'' les cnCeeues, ``vekeÀes
efMeUJetme, peHetve þsJe. SJn{er megboj neleebveer yeveefJeuesueer
cetleea keÀe yejb efMeUJee³e®eer?'' DeeefCe ns SsketÀve ceuee Je
Deece®³ee Iej®³eebveemeg×e ns Heìueb.

veeskeÀjer ®eeuet þsTve ieCeHeleer keÀjC³ee®eb keÀece
keÀäe®eb®e nesleb. 1980 meeueer ceer efmeìer efmeJnerue

keÀesìe&ceO³es efJeJeen mecegHeosMekeÀe®eb keÀece keÀjle nesles Je
1995 ceO³es kegÀìgbye v³ee³eeue³eele v³ee³eeOeerMe Peeues nesles.
HeCe ieCeHeleer keÀjC³eemeeþer, ojJe<eea leerve efoJemeeb®eer megìer
I³ee³e®es Je melele yemetve cetleea keÀje³e®es.

Þeer. Òeceeso veJeuekeÀjeb®ee meuuee ceuee ceveesceve
Heìuee neslee DeeefCe l³eeveblej kesÀuesues meJe& ieCeHeleer ceer
peHetve þsJee³euee ueeieues. Deepener l³ee 10, 12 cetleea
ceeP³ee Iejer keÀe®es®³ee keÀHeeìele efJejepeceeve Deensle.

Jee{l³ee Je³eeyejesyej ley³esleer®³ee kegÀjyegjerHeCe
Jee{u³ee nesl³ee. mHeeF&ve mepe&jerveblej lej ceesþe ieCeHeleer
keÀjCeb keÀþerCe Jne³euee ueeieueb. ceie íesìs ieCeHeleer
keÀªve ceer efce$eHeefjJeejeuee Yesì osT ueeieues. Deepener
ceer kesÀuesues ieCeHeleer [e@. mvesnuelee osMecegKe, [e@.
DeeHeìs, ceerveue PekeÀejer³ee, meg®eslee JewÐe ¿eeb®³ee Iejer
efJejepeceeve Deensle.

SkeÀoe lej ceeP³ee Yee®eerves nÆ®e kesÀuee keÀer
``ceeP³ee ueiveele ieCeHeleerHetpeveemeeþer ceeceeRveer neleeveer
kesÀuesu³ee ieCeHeleer®eer®e mLeeHevee keÀjeJe³ee®eer Deens''
ceuee efle®eb ceve cees[Jesvee. ceer ceeleer®ee ieCeHeleer kesÀuee Je
keÀeHemeele iegb[eUtve, ye[esÐeeuee efle®³ee ueiveele IesTve
iesues.
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ceeP³ee ley³esleercegUs Iej®ee ieCeHeleer yebo keÀjeJee
ueeieuee DeeefCe meemeN³eeb®³ee efveOeveeveblej Deecner oesIeb
efJeuesHeeju³eeuee jneJe³eeme Deeuees.

efJeuesHeeuex cnCepes meebmke=ÀeflekeÀ osJeeCe IesJeeCe ¿ee®eb
keWÀê®e. ceePeer cegUbmeg×e ³esLes®e ©peueer nesleer. ³esLes
Deeu³eeveblej ceePee íbo ceuee ieHHe yemet osF&vee. Òeke=Àleer
meeLe osle veJnleer. HeCe meesmee³eìerleueer cegueb `Deecneuee
ieCeHeleer efMekeÀJee' cnCetve ceeies ueeiee³euee ueeieueer
DeeefCe ceie ne ceePee íbo peesHeemee³e®eer mebOeer®e ®eeuetve
Deeueer. ³esLes Deeu³eeJej ceeP³ee ef®e$ee®eb SkeÀ Je
ieCeHeleer®eb ÒeoMe&veHeCe YejJeueb iesueb. ueeskeÀceev³e mesJee
mebIeebves efìUkeÀ cebefojele ieCeHeleer keÀjC³ee®eer keÀe³e&MeeUe
Dee³eesefpele kesÀueer nesleer. lesLes ueneve cegueebvee
efMekeÀefJeC³ee®eer ÒeLece mebOeer efceUeueer. ¿ee keÀe³e&MeeUs®ee
ueeYe 80 cegueebveer Iesleuee neslee. l³eeveblej ceeieu³ee Je<eea
Heejues efìUkeÀ efJeÐeeue³ee®³ee ®eJeLeer®³ee cegueebmeeþer
keÀe³e&MeeUe Iesleueer. lesLes oesve me$eele 140 cegueebveer Yeeie
Iesleuee neslee. DeLee&le ceuee ceoleveerme nesles®e.

l³eeveblej ne íbo ®eeuet®e jeefnuee. ¿eeJe<eea
Heeju³ee®³ee efMeJeevebo meesmee³eìerceO³es ner keÀe³e&MeeUe
Iesleueer iesueer.

ieCeHeleer lemee keÀje³euee meesHee. l³ee®eer De@veeìe@ceer
HeÀej keÀþerCe veener. l³ee®eb Deesye[Oeesye[ ªHemeg×e
ceveeuee ÒemeVe keÀjleb Je [esUs megKeeJeleele. HeCe cegueebvee
efMekeÀJeleevee meesH³ee DeeKeCeer®ee efJe®eej keÀjeJee
ueeieuee. ceeleer®es meejKes 6 ieesUs keÀªve l³ee®³eeletve
ieCeHeleer®ee Òel³eskeÀ DeJe³eJe, cnCepes ceesÇeueb Heesì,
megHeeSJn{s keÀeve, JeUuesueer meeW[, nÊeer®es cegKe Je
ceeveJee®eer Mejerj³eäer, ner keÀMeer oeKeJelee ³esF&ue ¿ee®ee
yeejkeÀeJ³eeves DeY³eeme keÀjeJee ueeieuee. ns meJe&
yeeuekeÀebvee mecepesue DeMee Yee<esle efuentve keÀe{eJeb
ueeieueb.

Deelee cee$e ¿ee keÀe³e&MeeUeb®eer meJe³e Peeueer Deens.
ieCeHeleerGlmeJe peJeU Deeuee keÀer,  ner íesìer cegues
keÀe³e&MeeUeb®eer Jeeì®e yeIele Demeleele. ieCeHeleer
yeveJeleebvee cegueebvee SkeÀ JesieUe®e Deevebo efceUlees.
l³eeb®³eele SkeÀ megboj keÀuHekeÀlee efometve ³esles. meO³ee®³ee
Fbìjvesì, ceesyeeF&ue HeÀesve, Je ìer.Jner.ceO³es melele
jceCeeN³ee cegueebvee SkeÀe ef¬eÀSefìJn De@efkeÌìefJnìerceO³es
jceefJeC³ee®ee DeeefCe ¿ee íboecegUs®e melkeÀejCeer
ueeJeC³ee®ee ceuee Deevebo efceUlees.

✳✳✳✳✳
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HOBBIES
 Rajan Jayakar 
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1. Hobby is generally considered to be
pasttime as compared to main avocation but I
believe that every person must have some
hobby so that he remains fresh to pursue his
avocation.  It is something like exercise and diet
complement each other while maintaining good
health.  Collection is a popular hobby  worldwide.
People collect all kinds of collectibles.  My friend
collects water from different sea, rivers and
lakes from all over the world.  There are two
types of Collectors.  Some collect only because
subject of collection fascinates them and are
called general collectors and others collect as
an investment for future gains who are called
specialized collectors.  A serious collector must
have both qualities, so that he invests in
collection judiciously and not recklessly and also
enjoys his collection. Incidentally for a collector
to fall in any of the two categories, he must have
a collector’s gene in him.

2. I started collecting matchbox labels and
cigarette packets, when I was in school by
picking up discarded empty matchboxes and
cigarette packets from the road.  I used to
remove the trays for holding match sticks and
cigarettes and collect only the shell.  I did not
have to purchase them.  I was encouraged by
my mother to continue the hobby.  At that time
what fascinated me was variety of designs and
the fact that it came free of charge.  In law there
is a saying that finders are keepers.  I had
noticed that in the box which my father took out
on "Dhanatrayodashi" during Diwali, one silver
coin was added every year.  I was told that those

were pooja coins and are not to be used as coins
but every year a silver coin should be added. I
realised that those were basically one rupee
coins of Queen Victoria, Edward VII, George V
and George VI, who was the last Emperor at the
time of our independence.  I made a mental note
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that at some point, I will start collecting British
India coins as well as Currency Notes.
3. I was not fond of history as a subject in
school.  However coming from an orthodox and
traditional household, I got interested in finding
out the history of Pathare Prabhu Community
and also of Bombay.  I was told that Pathare
Prabhus were the earliest immigrants, who
came to Bombay in the 13th Century.  I
maanaged to get a copy of doctoral thesis of Dr.
V.D. Rao on "Pathare Prabhus of Bombay"
which was submitted to Bombay University in
1945.  I noticed that the history of Pathare
Prabhus and that if Bombay ran parallel right
from 13th Century.  I started searching for the
books referred by Dr. Rao in his thesis and also
books on history of Bombay.  Since by then I was
married and also earning from my profession, I
started investing in books and artifacts of
Pathare Prabhus and have been giving
advertisement in our Community periodicals
and got good response from the community and
Ketaki rightly referred to me as "Jari purana" of
Pathare Prabhus.  I took it as a compliment
although she meant otherwise and I continue to
collect Pathare Prabhu memorabilia.  As
regards history of Bombay, I studied the kind of
collectibles that were available, which included

Picture Postcards, photographs, lithographs,
engravings, etchings, paintings among paper
collectibles.  As the Vice President of Asiatic
Society of Bombay, I found out books by famous
authors on history of Bombay and through
dealers of antiquarian books in India and
London, I started purchasing them.  I also
noticed that M.V. Dhurandhar, the foremost
artist of our community, being Bombay based,
had done lot of work on people of Bombay and
their life styles.

4. While collecting prints of Dhurandhar’s

paintings, I got fascinated with other subjects
handled by him, such as mythological and
historical pictures made from his paintings and
forming part of illustrations in books of different
languages.  After title research on Dhurandhar,
through the half of his daughter Ms. Ambika
Dhurandhar, I realised that in his entire life he
had done more than 50,000 art works including
oil and water colour paintings and pen, ink and
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charcoal drawings.  At present I have in my
collection about 500 prints of his artwork.  If we
consider that out of 77 years of his life span,
about 60 years were dedicated to art work, he
created more than 2 artworks every day.  His
friendship with Raja Ravi Verma, the most
renounced Indian artist, resulted in
Dhurandhar’s painting being converted into litho
prints by Ravi Verma Printing Press at Karle
near Lonavala, even after the death of Raja Ravi
Verma.  I would appeal to all the community
members to start collecting the prints of
Dhurandhar, which are available in calendar
size, lithography, illustrations in books, picture
postcards and even in our old community
magazine "Prabhu Masik".  This is easy way of
preserving our community heritage for
generations to come.

5. On Bombay, I started expanding my horizon
by collecting household articles of bygone era
such as telephones, radio, gramophone,
wooden and kerosene fans, light fittings and
Chandeliers, Victorian furniture, porcelain
decorative items, statuary, crockery with words
"Bombay" etched on it and pre-independence
corporate letterheads, Bills and invoices having
Bombay address.  I also came across textile
labels and cigarette cards which had Bombay
theme.

still continue to participate in the International
Exhibitions and will show my collection in
ROMPEX 2018 at Denver, Colorado, USA in
May 2018 and PRAGA 2018 at Prague.
Czechoslovakia in August 2018.

7. By about 2005, my Chor Bazar suppliers
told me that there was hardly anything to offer on
subject of Bombay as, according to them, I had
everything and suggested that I should start
collecting film memorabilia.  I thought that film
memorabilia was not such a bad idea.  I decided
to follow the cardinal rule while starting a new
collection :-
a) The period of the subject should be small
b) What kind of artifacts are available, should

be investigated.
c) What is the budget one is looking at to get

satisfaction of collecting most of the
material on the subject.

d) What is the condition of the material, which
is available.

e) How much storage space is required.

8. After considering all the above criteria, I
zeroed on my childhood favourite actor Shammi
Kapoor, who was alive at that time.  The dealers
in Chor Bazar told me that there was no demand

6. After joining Philatelic Society of India, I
realised that stamps used for non-postal work
such as Court fee stamps, Special Adhesive
stamps, Foreign Bill Stamps, Share Transfer
Stamps, Revenue and Receipt Stamps were
also collectibles.  I started collecting those
stamps and also started participating in
Exhibitions initially at State level and
subsequently at National and International level
and obtained few Gold Medals for the country.  I
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for Shammi Kapoor memorabilia and hence it
was available at reasonable price.  After
selecting my subject I found that among his
memorabilia there were film posters, song
books, lobby cards, photographs and even
censor certificates.  I decided to collect
memorabilia of Shammi Kapoor as hero and not
as character artist.  Google search told me that
he acted in 58 films as hero between 1953 and
1974.  After perusing articles from old issues of
Filmfare and Filmindia, I found that his first 18
films had  flopped at Box Office, prior to "Tumsa
Nahin Dekha'' in 1957.  My Collector’s gene
again got activated to search for material of
those 18 flop films, which was scarce, as most of
it was destroyed by the distributors, after
disaster at Box Ofice. I started meeting Shammi
Kapoor at his residence, and at that time he was
in poor health with dialysis thrice a week.  He told
me that he had thousands of fans but I was the
only one who was a collector of his film
memorabilia.  I decided to do an exhibition of his
memorabilia at Prince of Wales Museum, to be
inaugurated by him on his 80th birthday on 21st

October 2011, to which he  had agreed.
However his health started deteriorating and he
died on 14th August 2011.  I however did the
exhibition not as birthday gift but as my tribute to
his memory.
9. With growing collection on different fronts, I
did not forget to augment my childhood hobby of
matchbox labels and cigarette packets. Limca
book of Records gave me certificate for highest
collection of matchbox labels, which stood at 2
lakhs in 2004.  I started holding my own
exhibitions, sometime sponsored, sometimes
at my own expense, to showcase my different
collections to citizens of Bombay.  I am still
hopeful that one day some philanthropist will
give me adequate space in Bombay to have my
own museum so that my collections remain
under one roof.  Next step after collecting is
exhibiting. I curated many exhibitions including
150 years Bombay High Court which was visited
by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
President Pranab Mukherjee in 2012.  My
proposal to set up permanent Museum was
accepted by the Chief Justice of Bombay High

Court and I set up a museum in the High Court
building, which was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2014.  I also curated
exhibition to celebrate 150 years of Bombay
University in 2007 which was inaugurated by
President Abdul Kalam and was also visited by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh during
convocation ceremony and the closing
ceremony was at the hand of President Pratibha
Patil and I was present to show the exhibits to all
the dignitaries.
10. The next step is setting up Museums.  While
curating the exhibitions to celebrate 50 years of
Supreme Court in Delhi in 2000, I had the good
fortune of working under the expert guidance of
Padmashiri Sadashiv Gorakshakar and that
knowledge I utilized in setting up Museum, first
in Madras High Court and then in Bombay High
Court and work is in progress for setting up
Museums in Andhra Pradesh High Court at
Hyderabad, Uttar Pradesh High Court at
Allahabad and Punjab & Haryana High Court at
Chandigarh.
11. At the end of the day, all that a collector does
is that he collects artifacts scattered all over the
world and brings them under one roof and under
single ownership.  The unfortunate part is that,
when the time comes to depart, he has to leave
the collection behind.   Ramdas Swami has
questioned, who is the happiest person in the
world?  My answer would be, "whose hobby is
his avocation".

✳✳✳✳✳
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SkesÀkeÀeUer mJe³ebHeekeÀIeje®ee keÀCee Demeuesueer
leeby³ee-efHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er mJe³ebHeekeÀIejeletve®e veJns lej;
Deieoer Iejeletve®e nÎHeej nesle Deensle. leeby³ee®eer DeeefCe
efHeleUs®eer peeiee Deelee mìerueves Iesleueer Deens. ueive
meceejbYeele ©KeJeleele þsJeuesueer leeby³ee®³ee DeeefCe
efHeleUs®³ee Yeeb[îeeb®eer peeieeosKeerue mìerue®³ee
Yeeb[îeebveer Iesleueer Deens. DeefuekeÀ[®³ee keÀeUele leebyes-
efHeleU DeMee OeeletbHeemetve le³eej kesÀuesueer leeì, Jeeìer,
®ece®ee, IebieeU, leHesues, yeeoueer, Hejele, keÀUMeer, nb[e
Deeoer Yeeb[er keÀeueyee¿e Peeueer Deensle. DeMeer pegv³ee
keÀeUeleerue pee[ OeeìCeer®eer leeby³ee efHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er,
mece³ee, efoJes DeeefCe Flej Jemlet peceJetve l³ee®ee mebûen
keÀjCes; lemes®e Yeejleeleerue íesìîee ceesþîee jepeJeìeR®eer
Je Flej osMeeleerue veeCeer peceJeCes ns ceePes íbo. íbo pesJne
peerJeeHee[ peHeuee peelees; lesJne l³ee®eb J³eemebieele ©Heeblej
nesleb. jespe®³ee OeeJeHeUerleosKeerue ne J³eemebie ceveeuee
megKeeJetve peelees. cnCetve®e l³eemeeþer JesU keÀe{uee

peelees.
meeOeejCele: 1960-70 ®³ee oMekeÀeHeemetve

mìerue®ee GHe³eesie IejeIejele nesT ueeieuee. mìerue®³ee
Jemletb®³ee osKeYeeueermeeþer HeÀejmes keÀä ueeiele veenerle.
meeHeÀ kesÀu³eeJej ®ekeÀe®ekeÀ efomeleele. l³eecegUs
ueeskeÀebveermeg×e leeby³ee-efHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er cees[erle keÀe{tve
l³eepeeieer mìerue®eer Yeeb[er efJekeÀle Iesleueer. megjJeeleeruee
mìerue®eer ìekeÀer efkebÀJee nb[e, keÀUMeer, veblej SkeÀ, SkeÀ
keÀªve meJe&®e ieesäer mìeruece³e Peeu³ee; DeeefCe pegveer
Yeeb[er, Heeìe-JejJebìe, peeleb, IebieeU, leeby³ee, leHesueb,
yebye, GKeU DeeHeu³eeletve veenerMeer nesTve SKeeÐee
mebûeneue³eeleerue MeesYee nesTve yemeu³ee. Deepener leebyee,
efHeleU, yeer[, pece&ve efmeuJnj, ef®eveer ceeleer ³eeHeemetve
yeveJeuesueer Yeeb[er efkebÀJee Jemlet Henelees; lesJne ceve l³eele
jcetve peeleb; keÀejCe DeveesKeb veeleb ³ee Yeeb[îeebveer Je
Jemlegbveer pegv³ee efHe{erleerue ueeskeÀebMeer ÒemLeeefHele kesÀues
Deens. leeby³ee-efHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er DeeefCe efJeefJeOe Jemletb®eb

je@kesÀueJej ®eeueCeejs efoJes DeeefCe efHeleUs®³ee
ceesþîee mece³ee uesKekeÀemen

pece&ve efmeuJnj®es leebyes, efj×er-efme×er Je Flej
Jemlet
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cenÊJe þeTkeÀ Demeu³eecegUs®e kesÀJnelejer cnCepes
meCee-megoer®³ee Òemebieer, keÀe³ee&meeþer l³ee®ee JeeHej
nesleevee efomelees.

efHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er Feflenemepecee Peeueer. l³eecegUs
IejesIejer ³esCeejs keÀunF&Jeeues osKeerue iee³eye Peeues. HetJeea
keÀunF&Jeeues oj 8-15 efoJemeebveer ³esle Demele Je Yeeb[er
IesTve peeTve keÀunF& keÀªve DeeCetve osle efkebÀJee
Ieje®³ee DebieCeele®e l³eeb®ee Jeke&ÀMee@He ceeb[tve
MespeejHeepeej®³ee DeveskeÀ Iejeleerue Yeeb[er keÀunF& ueeJetve
®ekeÀe®ekeÀ keÀªve osle Demele. keÀunF& cnCepes
efHeleUs®³ee Jee leeby³ee®³ee Yeeb[îeeuee Deeletve `keÀLeerue'
³ee Oeelet®ee HeeleU Lej osC³ee®eer Òeef¬eÀ³ee. ³ee LejecegUs
Yeeb[îeele þsJeuesues Deebyeì HeoeLe& Jee Flejner KeeÐeHeoeLe&
Kejeye nesle veenerle. keÀunF& vemesue lej HeoeLe& efnjJeì
nesTve lees KeeC³ee³eesi³e jnele veener. nuueer cee$e
`keÀunF& keÀjCes' ne MeyoÒe³eesie JesieÈ³ee®e DeLee&ves

JeeHejuee peelees.
efHeleU ne cetU Oeelet veener. meJe&meeOeejCeHeCes 67

ìkeÌkesÀ leebyes DeeefCe 33 ìkeÌkesÀ pemle efcemeUtve  efHeleU
yeveJeueb peeleb. efHeleU ns keÀMeemeeþer JeeHejCeej
l³eeÒeceeCes l³eeleerue leebyes DeeefCe pemlee®es ÒeceeCe keÀceer-
peemle kesÀueb peeleb. leeby³ee-efHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er ueKeueKeleer
þsJeC³eemeeþer HetJeea ie=efnCeeRvee yejer®e cesnvele keÀjeJeer
ueeies. ef®eb®esves ner Yeeb[er Ieemeueer lej®e ®ekeÀ®ekeÀerle
Jne³e®eer. Deelee ef®eb®es®eer peeiee `efHeleebyejer' HeeJe[jves
Iesleueer Deens. nUgnUt efHeleUs®ee YeeJener Jee{t ueeieuee
DeeefCe iejeryeebvee ner Yeeb[er HejJe[sveeMeer Peeueer.

leeby³ee-efHeleUs®eb SkeÀ SkeÀ Yeeb[ DeeHeu³eeuee 40-
50 Je<ex ceeies IesTve peeleb. efHeleUer yeeoueer, efHeleUer
Ieeiej, keÀUMeer, leHesueer, keÀes³ejer, ®eHeel³eeb®ee [yee,
Heevee®es [yes, megboj megyekeÀ; PeekeÀCeoej ve#eerkeÀece
kesÀuesuee Hes{sIeeìer [yee. ³ee [y³eele oeefieves þsJele. ne
[yee keÀHeeìe®³ee ®eesj keÀHH³eele þsJele. keÀeueeblejeves yeBkeÀe
efveIeeu³ee; efve [y³eeleueb meesveb-veeCeb uee@keÀj veecekeÀ
[y³eele iesueb. HetJeea DeebIeesUer®es HeeCeer leeHeJeC³eemeeþer
leeby³ee®ee yebye Demes. mekeÀeUer ueJekeÀj Gþtve SkeÀeuee
yebye HesìefJeC³ee®es keÀece keÀjeJes ueeies. yebyeele ìekeÀuesu³ee

MesJeeje, efHeÀjkeÀer®ee leeby³ee, ueeceCe efoJee,
meceF& F.

KesUeleuee ieCeHeleer



k  ÒeYegle©Ce efoJeeUer DebkeÀ 2017 / 55 k

ieesäeR®eer jeKe Yeeb[er IeemeC³eemeeþer JeeHejle. efMeJee³e
l³ee®ee pees Oetj nesle Demes l³eecegUs [emeebvee nekeÀueC³ee®es
keÀece DeeHeesDeeHe nesF&. leeby³ee®es ceesokeÀHee$e DeeefCe
efHeleUs®ee MesJeeje, Jeeleer®eer ®etue ³ee ieesäer IejeIejele
Demee³e®³ee.

lej DeMee ³ee leeby³eeefHeleUs®eer Yeeb[er, mece³ee, efoJes,
cetleea DeeefCe Flej Jemlet íbo cnCetve Deecner meebYeeUtve
þsJeu³ee Deensle DeeefCe l³eele efce$eceb[Uer Je
veelesJeeF&keÀebveer efouesu³ee Yeeb[îee-kegbÀ[îeecegUs Yej®e
He[le peeles. ns Peeueb Yeeb[îeeb®eb. HeCe kegÀþslejer Jee[e
Hee[leevee; KeesokeÀece keÀjleevee De®eevekeÀ veeC³eeb®ee
nb[e meeHe[uee keÀer ueeskeÀ Deepener HeenC³eemeeþer ieoea
keÀe keÀjleele? ³ee ÒeMveeleerue kegÀletnue ns efJeefJeOe
keÀeUeleerue, efJeefJeOe jepeeb®eer, efJeefJeOe Oeeleg®eer Je
DeekeÀeje®eer veeCeer Heneleevee KeN³ee DeLee&ves Meceles.
DeMeer®e Yeejleeleerue íesìîee-ceesþîee jepeJeìeR®eer lemes®e
peieeleerue efJeefJeOe osMeeb®eer veeCeer DeeefCe veesìe peceJeCeb Je
l³eeb®ee DeY³eeme keÀjCeb ne osKeerue ceePee íbo Deens.

DeveskeÀ jepeebveer DeeHeu³ee osMeele jep³e kesÀueb.
l³eecegUs DemebK³e meÊee DeeefCe l³eeb®ee keÀeU
[esÈ³eemeceesj GYee jnelees. DekeÀyejeHeemetve les MesJeì®ee
ceesieue yeeoMene  yeneÎtjMene peHeÀjHe³e¥le Ieesef<ele -
mJe³ebIeesef<ele Demes 25 ceesieue yeeoMene nesTve iesues.
l³eeleerue Òel³eskeÀeves keÀceerpeemle ÒeceeCeele veeCeer keÀe{ueer
nesleer. l³eeJesUer ceesieueeb®³ee efnbogmLeeveele megceejs 200
efþkeÀeCeer ìekeÀmeeUer nesl³ee. Fbûepe Yeejleeleerue 1/3
meÊee Lesì jeyeJele nesles. lej 2/3 meÊee JesieJesieÈ³ee
jepeJeìer Fbûepe íleeKeeueer jeyeJele nesl³ee. peJeUHeeme
125 mebmLeeveeb®eer mJele:®eer veeCeer nesleer.

megjJeeleeruee ceeP³eekeÀ[s peer veeCeer nesleer leer meJe&
ceeP³ee yeefnCeerves Je Lees[erHeÀej ceeP³ee Jeef[ueebveer
peceJeuesueer nesleer. l³eele ceesþer Yej He[ueer leer ceeP³ee
Deepeesyeebveer (DeeF&®³ee Jeef[ueebveer) peceJeuesu³ee
veeC³eeb®eer. ceie cee$e ceer veelesJeeF&keÀ DeeefCe
efce$eceb[UeRkeÀ[tve pegveer DeeefCe efJeefJeOe osMeeb®eer veeCeer
efceUefJeC³ee®ee meHeeìe®e ueeJeuee. lesJneHeemetve ceePee
efJeefJeOe veeC³eeb®ee mebûen  Je l³eeb®ee He×leMeerj DeY³eeme
megª Peeuee.

meJe&ÒeLece De[®eCe Deeueer leer JesieJesieÈ³ee
veeC³eeb®eer DeesUKe keÀªve Iesleevee. ner veeCeer Heneleevee
Oeelet-®eueve, efueHeer-De#ejs, íeHe-ve#eer, ªHe-DeekeÀej

³eeb®ee iegblee keÀmee mees[Jee³e®ee ne ÒeMve®e neslee. lesJne ceer
ceeP³ee SkeÀe veeCesmebûeenkeÀ efce$eeuee yeesueeJetve
l³ee®³eekeÀ[tve efJeefJeOe mebmLeeveeb®eer Je osMeeb®eer veeCeer
JesieJesieUer kesÀueer. ceesieuekeÀeueerve veeC³eebJej HeeefMe&³eve
DeeefCe DejsefyekeÀ Yee<esle cepeketÀj efueefnuee Deens.
l³eemeeþer ceeP³ee cegmueerce efce$eebvee yeesueeJetve veeC³eebJejerue
cepeketÀj Jee®etve Iesleuee. l³eeveblej `meeTLe SefMe³eve
keÀe@F&vme DeB[ HesHej ceveer'' Je ``keÀe@F&vme DeB[ keÀe@F&ve
keÀueskeÌìeRie'' ns oesve ke@Àìuee@ie efJekeÀle Iesleues.
ke@Àìuee@iecegUs veeCeer peemle yeesuekeÀer Peeueer. l³eecegUs
ceeP³eekeÀ[s kegÀþ®eer veeCeer Deensle; kegÀþ®eer veenerle ³ee®ee
HeÊee ueeieuee DeeefCe l³eeb®ee DeY³eeme keÀjlee Deeuee.

veeC³eeb®³ee SkeÀe yeepetJej `Þeer jepee efMeJe' DeeefCe
ogmeN³ee yeepetuee `í$eHeleer' DeMeer De#ejs OeejCe kesÀuesueer
`efMeJejeF&' cnCepes SKeeÐee osJee®ee ìekeÀ®e Jeeìlees. lej
HesMeJeeF& DeeefCe cejeþe mejoejeb®eer veeCeer ceO³e³egieeleerue
Fefleneme peeiee keÀjleele. 18 J³ee MelekeÀele cejeþe
jep³ee®ee efJemleej YeejleYej Peeuee neslee. l³eecegUs uetì,
Keb[Ceer, vepejeCes, J³eeHeej Fl³eeoer ceeiee¥veer efJeefJeOe
Òeebleeleerue efJeMes<ele: GÊejskeÀ[erue JewefJeO³eHetCe& ®eueveeb®eer
DeeJekeÀ cenejeä^ele Peeueer. cejeþs iesues DeeefCe Hewmee,
DeeCee, ©He³ee ner efye´efìMeeb®eer veeCeer Deeueer; lej mJeleb$e
Yeejlee®eer veeCeer 1950 Heemetve ®eueveele Deeueer. Deepe
ceeP³eekeÀ[s í$eHeleer efMeJeepeer cenejepeeb®eer veeCeer, lemes®e
ye[esoe mebmLeeve®es iee³ekeÀJee[, Fbotj®es nesUkeÀj,
iJeeunsj®es efMebos, veeieHetj®es Yeesmeues ³ee cejeþe
mebmLeeefvekeÀeb®eer veeCeer, Fbûepeeb®³ee Yeejleeleerue
jepeJeìerleerue veeCeer, mJeeleb$³eHetJe& keÀeUeleerue efJeefJeOe
mebmLeeveeb®eer veeCeer, mJeleb$e Yeejlee®eer veeCeer, peieeleerue
125 osMeeb®eer veeCeer Demee megceejs 3000 veeC³eeb®ee mebûen
Deens. ceePee ne veeC³eeb®ee DeeefCe Deece®³ee Iejeleerue
leeby³ee efHeleUs®³ee Yeeb[îeeb®ee mebûen yeIetve ceeP³ee SkeÀe
efce$eeves l³ee®³ee efoJebiele YeeJee®ee ûeeceesHeÀesve®³ee 1000
jskeÀe@[&me®ee mebûen ceuee Yesì cnCetve efouee. lej ogmeN³ee
SkeÀe efce$eeves 100 Je<ee&HetJeea®es peieeleerue efJeefJeOe osMeeb®es
lemes®e Fbûepeeb®³ee Yeejleeleerue jepeJeìerleerue Heesäe®es
mìBcHme, mJeeleb$³eHetJe& keÀeUeleerue efJeefJeOe mebmLeeveeb®es
mìBHme, mJeleb$e Yeejleeleerue mìBHme, DeeefCe 400 HeÀmì& [s
keÀJnme& DeeCetve efoueer. ceePee ne efJeefJeOe ieesäeR®ee mebûen
ceer efoJemeWefoJeme Jee{Jele®e vesCeej Deens.

✳✳✳✳✳



seafood bisque, a splendid rack of lamb, moist
salmon and to finish off-a simple divine
chocolate soufflé.

Right outside the cul-de-sac that housed
our hotel, there was a little shop that had an
intriguing signboard. The shop sold ice-cream
and sorbets. With a macaroon at the centre,
the ice-cream scoops were then arranged in
the form of petals-giving the appearance of a
full blown English rose. Needless to say, we
had to try it out and the saleswoman there had
a hard time making us leave (we were the last
customers and it was 11 on a weekday). She
ultimately taught us how to say Good night in
French and bidding her a "Bonne Nuit", we all
trooped out.

By the end of day 2, we were tired of eating
bread for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Thank
God for cousin Mihir who stays in Paris, came

meHeÀj mJeeoe®eer

We  Pathare Prabhus love food. We love
cooking, eating, collecting recipes and trying
them out.

So, it was with little wonder that I let out a
scream of delight when my hubby mentioned
that we would be going to Paris and
Switzerland over the summer.  Visions of
visiting Michelin star earned restaurants and
gorging on chocolate and cheese fondue made
my mouth drool!

But, we also had to think practically as we
were going to travel with our precocious 6 year
old, who is quite capable of sniffing
suspiciously at strange food and refusing to eat
it. So, a major part of our luggage included
ready to eat meals and sanjivrya.

As we landed in Paris, the first thing that I
wished for was to sit at one of those road side
tables outside Parisian cafes, enjoy one of their
delicious croissants and watch the fashionable
locals. Alas!  The 4 days that we spent there
were spent trying to rush to catch our train or
bus or hiding under the never ending drizzle.

A few hundred metres from our hotel, there
was a patisserie. One morning, on spotting my
sad face, hubby took us there and upon making
our way inside, we had a hard time choosing
between flaky, golden croissants, sinfully
loaded bruschettas, amazingly decadent pies
and assorted pastries, nestled like jewels in the
beautifully decorated display cases. Mmmmm!

After our city tour, we had the opportunity to
enjoy this amazing supper that started with
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YeìkebÀleer



to visit us with his delightful family and then
treated us to a hitherto totally untried dish-
couscous!

France has a lot of refugees and
immigrants who have brought with them varied
cuisines and one of these include the Moroccan
couscous. I was initially sceptical when our
waiter brought out this huge, steaming bowl of
thick semolina (rawa). Along with that came
chickpea gravy and a platter heaped with
vegetables and meat.

We were then instructed to take portions of
the semolina and cover it with the gravy,
vegetables and meat as per our choice.
Radhika-our daughter loved the rawa and dived
in with great gusto, confiding later that after
gorging on pizzas and burgers over the past 2
days, she felt like she was on a forbidden junk-
food binge. Mihir even encouraged me to go try
out some escargot (snails) but that was where I
drew the line. The couscous was tasty and we
left the restaurant with our tummies replete and
a new dish added to our repertoire.

We left Paris for Switzerland a few days
later and immediately experienced culture
shock. While Paris has an amazing nightlife
with people roaming the streets as late as 1:00
a.m., Luzern shuts down by 7:00 p.m. Another
big problem was the language. While I do not
speak French, it is easy to decipher since so
many French words are used in daily life. But
most of Switzerland speaks German. Asking
people on the street if they know of any Bäkerei
(bakeries) nearby is a formidable task!

Luzern has many chocolate shops, one of
which we used to pass daily as we made our
way to the railway station. It had the most
delightful display windows. We also discovered

a piece of heaven-a shop called Lladerach. It
sells many varieties of chocolate-loose as well
as packaged. Plain milk, dark, pralines, nuts,
white -name your pick and they had it! They
had these amazing animal, insect and fruit
figures made of marzipan, which looked so
lifelike; you could swear they had moved if you
stood there long enough! But my favourite was
this white and milk chocolate fox that was
intricately crafted, right down to the last detail. I
was sorely tempted to but it until I realised that
by the time we would reach home 10 days later,
it would have melted into goo!

On our sojourns through Luzern, we came
across the Transport Museum and I would
highly recommend it for people travelling with
kids. While the museum proper is devoted to
transportation used throughout the ages, the
building also houses a planetarium, a movie
theatre and the last exhibit, enticingly labelled
as the Chocolate Adventure.

 We ventured into a shipping container that
was actually a lift that carried us to the
basement where the display and ride were
housed. As the doors of the lift slid shut, we
were in for a surprise. We could hear the cries
of seagulls and the waves of the sea and the lift
walls started displaying us standing amidst
stacks of shipping containers at a sea port. As
the lift slowly descended, the display showed
us descending into the hold of the ship and
then into a cocoa plantation, complete with the
sounds of people going about collecting the
beans. A truly memorable descent!

The ride proper provided us with some
insight into the history of chocolate making and
the process of making high quality chocolate.
Radhika’s favourite moment was at the end
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when we were handed a couple of free
chocolate samples to enjoy!

On our excursions to Jungfraujoch (Brrr! I
now know what it means when someone
complains that their hands got burnt in the
snow.) and Mt.Titlis, we heard rumours about
Maggi being available there but never got to
see it personally.

Our trip was reaching its last few days and
we made our way to Montreux. Situated near
the French and Italian borders, the city is more
like the Riviera and everyone speaks French
there so it was good to get back to somewhat
understandable language for once!

The MacDonalds at Montreux gave us
another veg option on our meat free days-the
Quinoa burger. It was surprisingly good and I

am waiting to see if it ever reaches Indian
MacDonald outlets

 We visited the Cailler chocolate factory
and Gruyere village by the Chocolate train that
sets off from Montreux everyday and serves
hot chocolate and chocolate filled pastries en
route.

At the former, we got to smell, handle and
taste cocoa beans and got to see how
chocolate was made, right in front of our eyes.
The warm, freshly wrapped bars and chocolate
pieces rolling down the conveyer belt made me
feel like I was in Willie Wonka’s factory and the
best part was the tasting  room where there
were about 15 types of pralines set out as free
samples to taste so that people could then
place their orders. Needless to say, we pigged
out!

The cheese factory had an audio-visual
display that started with introducing us to the
various types of cows and the grasses and
herbs (we even got to smell them by using the
diffusers that were scattered throughout the
display) that they would graze on to create the
milk that would be used for the cheese.  We
moved on to the zone where cheese was
actually being made and we saw huge vats of
milk being curdled to made the round wheels of
cheese that were then carted off to be aged
and then packaged and distributed for sale.

We then trooped out to enjoy a delicious
lunch comprising of Ratatouille and chocolate
fondue (the combination of orange and molten
chocolate is sinfully delicious!).  After having
watched the movie by the same name, we were
indeed very excited to finally taste the real
thing. But all along the lunch, I kept expecting
Radhika to ask whether she could meet the
little mouse chef who had cooked it!

We did try Indian food too and had to fall
back at times on those ready-to-eat meal
packets and sanjivrya (which do not fare well
in rapid changes of temperature). But at the
end of the vacation, we were glad to get back
to our chapatya, kolambicha aatla and varan
bhat. After all, home-cooked food has no
match!

✳✳✳✳✳
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