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ANURADHA VINOD DHURANDHAR
(NEE SIMANTINI KOTHARE)

28™ October 1936 to 6™ June 2017

My eldestsister Sou. Anuradha
Vinod Dhurandhar (nee Simantini
Kothare) (BaiMautomy children)
passed away on Tuesday the 6"
June2017.

| still cannotcome toterms with
her passing away within a week’s
time!

Prettyasapicture, darlingofher
husband Dr. Vinod forthe past sixty
years was a thing of beauty and a
joyforever!. Shewasmarriedwhen
Iwasjustsevenyearsold. Shewas
my mother for all purposes.
Allways well dressed, she was a
perfect complement for her
handsome husband Dr.Vinod.
Both of them were an evergreen
couple, travellingallovertheworld,
making lots of friends and keeping
and nurturing friendships and
relations. Her biggestassetswere
her family Nanasaheb (father-in-
law), Mother-in-law, Dada and
Vahini(Deer andJaaubai), Taiand
Doctor (eldest Nanand and her
husband), Bansi, Surekha,
Suruchi-Anil, Bageshri-Yogen,
Nishad—-Devashri, Paraj-Kajal,
Kishore-Bharatiand of course her
children Nikhil-Chhona, Mihir,
Rohan, Emilieand Armand!

She was fully Ekroop with her
family, joyfully performed her
family duties shared all their joys
and sorrows and was the typical
obedient daughter-in-law of the
family. After Dada and Vahini
passed away Bansi and Surekha
gavemysisterand Dr.Vinodallthe

-Ketaki Rajan Jayakar

respectduetotheeldestmembers
of the family. It was Bansi and
Surekhawholooked after Dr.Vinod
and Bai Mau, since Nikhilisin the
U.S., Bai Mau was the P.R.
Department of the Dhurandhar
family.Alltheirachievementswere
promptly relayed to me. Never a
whisper of complaint, noraword of
disapproval of herinlawsfamily. |
dealwith Divorce mattersand|said
tomyselfthatifwomenwere halfas
loyal to their inlaws and their
families, the rate of Divorce would
dropdowndramatically!
She had shared all my happy
moments and fully participatedin
my joy.l learnt so much from her
about nurturing relationships,
generosity, warmth, sharing and
caring, but what | had not learnt
during the past so many years |
learnt sitting in the 1.C.U at the
Nanavati Hospital during the last
week in her life. We had admitted
her to the hospital for carrying out
investigations, however she was
admitted straight to the ICU. She
was absolutely consciousandwas
worriedabout Doctor Vinodwhois
nowbeinglookedafterathome.
Once she settled down in the
hospital and after a few bottles of
saline she was quite chirpy and
shared a lot of wisdom with me,
neither knew that those were
goingtobe herlastfewdays with
me!HerMantrainlifewasLoveand
forgiveness. The prayers that |
(Cont. on Page 6 col. 2)
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(Cont. from Page 2 col. 3)
recitedforherinthel.C.U.werethe
only things | could offer her. |
genuinely did notthink that she will
goawayleaving Dr.Vinod, however
themovingfingerwritesandhaving
written moves on! On Sunday
evening she becamecritical, weall
rushed to the hospital, she was
conscious, butveryweak, Monday
went by, Tuesday morning she
becameseriousandinthe evening
shepassedaway!

Thefuneralwas as beautifulas
herlife. Allhernearonesanddear
ones attended it, everyone
shocked at her sudden demise!
ShelookedlikeaDevidressedina
greensaree, red kumkum on her
milkwhite forehead, feetpainted
withred kumkum, she gotthefinal
goodbye as per the Hindu
traditions of a suvasini. Her face
was peacefulandthere was peace
in the atmosphere around her.
Everybodyjoined meinthe Mantra
"OM NAMO BHAGVATE
VASUDEVAYA"

The prayer meeting like her
funeralwasaswarmandfilled with
love and goodwill forthe departed
soul. Everyone spoke not only of
her physical beauty buthergentle
and loving nature. The love and
affectionthatshe had given people
was evident in their talk with me.
Some of them | had never seen
because they were friends of her
husband'sbrother'schildren. She

were sealed within her. The
housemaids were the loudest to
express their grief. Kaki Aji was
their savior from the clutches of
vagabond husbands, asponsorfor
their children’s education. They
weretruly orphaned!

One of my elder cousins even
boughtsome snacks formeasitis
customary to take some snacks
for the children in the mourning
family . | was so touched that she
stillthoughtof me asthe youngest
sister. What wonderful emotions
and sentiments are evoked on
such occassions. Stories of
shared memories of wonderful
holidays spent in DilipKaka's
AmbraiatKhandalaweretearfully
remembered by my cousins. Fair
andlovely Baiwithlovelylong hair
engaged to the handsome
Dr.Dhurandharwas the talk of the
family.

IhadneverexpectedBaitoleave
her husband and go away first
because she was his caretaker
andwas confidentofremainingfitto
look after him, Service and
sacrifice came before self. She
confessed to me that she had
neglected herselflike allthe faithful
wivesinIndia! Lovingyourselfisa
conceptwhichisalientoourIndian
culture. This is a humble request
frommetoallourwomenfolktotake
care of themselves first so that
they remainfittotake care ofthe
family. Lovingyourselfisnotbeing
selfish, but knowing when to say
No and respecting yourself and
protectingyourown boundaries.

Bai has passed onthe batonto
Dr.Surekhawhotruelyisashining
example ofthe pivotalfigure of ofthe
Dhurandharfamily!

Irequestallofyoutochant OM
NAMMO BHAGWATE
VASUDEVAYA NAMO in Bai's
memory.
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