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Born into an affluent landed
Pathare Prabhu family on 9th
August 1928, Kisan Pradhan
née Kothare was the third of
six siblings. She spent her
childhood in Girgaum, initially
with her parents Gulab and
Ramrao Kothare, and later with
her adoptive grandparents Kamla
and Khanderao Kirtikar.

School

Kisan’s early education began
at the Chandavarkar School
situated in Benham Hall Lane,
quite close to her home. The
medium of instruction at this co-
educational school was Marathi.
After completing four years in this
school, she joined the St.
Theresa’s school in the same
locality. This was the beginning of
her studies with English as the
medium of instruction.

After a couple of years, she
was enrolled in the Cathedral
Girls School at Flora Fountain.
Despite initial problems of coping
with a new medium of instruction
under mostly Europeans
teachers, she fared well as a
student. This was particularly so
in  subjects like arithmetic,
mathematics, and Urdu. She won
a ‘star prize’, awarded to a
student for securing full marks
in any subject, for two
consecutive years. Additionally,
she participated and excelled in
sports like netball, badminton and
gym, and won a prize for gym.
Kisan was also involved in extra-
curricular activities like theatre
and dancing.

On completion of three years
at the Cathedral Girls School in
1944, she was once again
enrolled in the St. Theresa’'s
School for the sixth year of
schooling through the English
medium. Finally, she completed
her matriculation as a boarder in
the Convent of Jesus & Mary,
Pune.

-4qIgeh)

Kisan’s interest in vocal
Hindustani classical music was
encouraged and furthered during
her training with Shri Datar. She
was also inspired to learn tabla
when she heard Shri Naik teach
her brother. Her talents were
recognized at competitions
organized by the Pathare Prabhu
community, where she was
awarded books and certificates.
She also learnt Kathak dance at
the Gokhale Institute in Girgaum.

During her school vacations,
Kisan would either travel with her
grandparents, or spend time
closer to Bombay (now Mumbai)
in Matheran. It was in Matheran
that she once again shone with
her talent in sports and won
medals and cups in a variety of
events.

Graduation

Kisan completed her
Bachelor’'s degree in Arts from
Sophia College. During this
period, she also studied Urdu
with Professor N.S. Gorekar, and
continued her training in vocal
music under Purshottam
Solankurkar. Her abiding passion
in the arts led her to join Madame
Menaka's dance class. As in her
school years, Kisan also
remained actively involved in
college sports.

It was during this period that
she had her first brush with
collective action against
restrictive  practices of the
authorities, and she resolved with
boarders at the college hostel to
challenge the enforcement of
strict rules related to hostel
curfews. During this time Kisan
was a member of the National
Union of Students, and Secretary
of the World Student Service.

These were years marked by
intense nationalist activity. While
she was not conscious of any
anti-British agitation or
movement, she visited Gowalia
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Tank to witness the Congress
session attended by Mahatma
Gandhi and other leaders. She
even attended Gandhi's prayer
meeting at the Birla residence.
Post-graduation

In 1951, Kisan graduated with
a Master’s degree in Advanced
Sociology from the School of
Economics, when renowned
sociologist Dr. G. S. Ghurye
headed the Department of
Sociology at the School. Kisan
was a Founder Member of the
Indian Sociological Society.

This was a phase that
enriched her tremendously.
Aside from her post-graduate
studies, she spent evenings at
the Asiatic Society Library and
attended student meetings that
brought her in contact with a wide
variety of individuals quite distinct
from the social milieu she was
born in. And once again, she
participated in collective action
against the authorities - this
time it was to challenge a fee-
hike at the university.

More importantly, this was a
significant phase in Kisan's life,
as it brought about a sea-change
in her worldview. She attended
study circles on Marxism
conducted by C.G. Shah, founder
member of the Communist Party
of India, and by Dr. Akshay Kumar
Desai, eminent sociologist. She
also found herself making more
associations with other political
activists, and was drawn deeper
into the student movement and
towards trade union and political
activity. She was attracted to the
Socialist Party and also joined
the Young Socialist League. She
was associated for a brief while
with the Revolutionary Socialist
Party. As part of her trade union
activity, Kisan conducted a strike
at the Sadhana Silk Mills in Worli.

Legal practice

After her post-graduation,
Kisan graduated with a degree in
law from Bombay University, and
after being accepted into the Bar,
she started her career as a
lawyer. Her career spanned five
decades, during which she
appeared in cases ranging from
criminal and civil matters to those
pertaining to Workmen’s
Compensation, labour disputes,
and even those related to
compensation for victims of motor
accidents. A prominent member
of the Mazagaon Bar Association,
an Association that felicitated her
for the long stint there, Kisan also
practised in several courts across
the city. Significantly, she
appeared for the Municipal
Mazdoor Union in several cases
at the instance of the trade union
leader George Fernandes, who
several decades later went on to
becoming a Cabinet Minister at
the Centre.

Vasant Pradhan

When Kisan was in the School
of Economics, she met Vasant
Pradhan, who was then a full-
timer with Mill Mazdoor Sabha,
the trade union wing of the
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Socialist Party. An association
that came about as a result of
their common political
interests, transformed into a
partnership for life when they got
married in 1953.

Born on June 16 1924, Vasant
Pradhan began his public life in
1942, when he was arrested for
participating in the Quit India
Movement and underwent jail
terms. At the time, he was still a
matriculate student at the King
George English School in Dadar.
His father Gangadhar Pradhan,
had a transferrable job as a Post
Master, and consequently,
Vasant Pradhan pursued his
academic education in various
towns and cities like Alibag,
Jalgaon, Mumbai and Baroda. He
reached the Inter Arts stage of his
academic career, but remained
involved in the student movement
and the trade union movement.

He worked for the Socialist
Party that was formed after the
Congress Socialists broke away
from the Congress. The Socialist
Party established the Mill
Mazdoor Sabha and Vasant was
a full-time worker in the Sabha
under the leadership of Raja
Kulkarni. Vasant underwent
imprisonment for trade union
activity during this period.
However, there was discontent
among some Party workers
regarding the functioning and
policies of the Party. Vasant was
part of this discontented group
and he was expelled by the Party
for what was considered anti-
Party activities.  Thereafter,
Vasant did not become a member
of any political party, but he
always remained fiercely anti-
communal and sympathized with
progressive causes.

Vasant had to leave the Mill
Mazdoor Sabha after he was
expelled from the Socialist Party.
Through intellectuals in the North
Bombay Students Congress,
Vasant came in contact with
senior journalist Dr. G.M. Chitnis.
Under the guidance of Chitnis,
Vasant began his journalistic
career in Chitra, a Marathi daily.
Later, he became Editor of this
daily. The Samyukta
Maharashtra Movement started
soon thereafter and Vasant had
serious disagreements with the
Proprietor of the daily regarding
his editorial stance towards the
Movement. This led to his
dismissal from Chitra.

In 1956, Vasant along with his
wife Kisan, started Zunjar, a
Marathi evening daily. This
newspaper was in circulation for
ten years, despite several
obstacles. But they had to shut
down operations and it was now
time to gain experience in a
leading established newspaper.
Vasant became Sub-Editor of
Loksatta in 1969 and retired from
this post in 1984. During his stint
at Loksatta, Vasant worked in the
Indian Express Newspapers’
(Bombay) Employees Union, and
he was also suspended from duty

for a while for this union activity.
Even after retiring from Loksatta,
Vasant was associated with this
union for another fifteen years.

Along with his journalistic
career, Vasant also authored
several books on labour law. He
was President of Mani Bhavan
Gandhi Sangrahalaya, Honorary
Secretary of Gandhi Smarak
Nidhi, Mumbai, and President of
Gandhi Film Foundation.

Vasant Pradhan died on
February 1, 2015, at the age of
90.

Nishita Mhatre née Pradhan

The eldest of three children
born to Kisan and Vasant
Pradhan, Nishita Mhatre was a
student of the Cathedral and John
Connon School, Mumbai from
1961 to 1967. She was a boarder
at the St. Mary’s School in Pune
from 1968 to 1971. Nishita
graduated with a B.Sc. in
Microbiology  from  Sophia
College, Mumbai, and then
studied Law at the Government
Law College, Mumbai.

She started practicing in
November 1978 in the Bombay
High Court, Labour and

Industrial Courts and other
subordinate courts.

Nishita was appointed as
Additional Judge of the Bombay
High Court in March 2001, and
was confirmed in March 2003.
She was transferred to the
Calcutta High Court on

6th January 2012. On 1st
December 2016, Nishita was
appointed Acting Chief Justice of
Calcutta High Court.

Nishita married Nirmal
Mhatre in January 1986. Nirmal
is the son of Laxmikant Mhatre
and Krishnanalini Kirtikar. After
completing his schooling from St.
Paul’'s School, Parel, he went on
to Podar College and graduated
with a B.Com. degree, and then
an M.Com. degree from the
University of Mumbai. He
represented his school and
college in football and played
professionally as well as for
various companies and the
Maharashtra State Police. Nirmal
played club cricket while in
college, and also as an employee
of the Associated Cement Co.
Ltd. While representing ACC Ltd
against the Tata Sports Club, he
won the Best Bowling Prize in
1982 in the Times Shield
Tournament, and also in 1986
in  the Mahindra  Shield
Tournament. Nirmal represented
Shivaji Park Gymkhana and other
cricket clubs for several years. He
was in the Ranji Trophy probables

in 1983. Nirmal's maternal
uncles, Raghunandan and
Prabhakar Kirtikar, were well

known cricketers in 1930-40 from
the Pathare Prabhu community.

Nishita and Nirmal have one
son Sushan who is a practicing
advocate. He completed his
schooling at the St. Stanislaus
High School, Bandra, and
represented his school for
football. Interestingly, his great
grandfather Ramrao Kothare was

a former student of this school.
Sushan did his graduation in
Mass Media before his securing a
degree in Law. He is married to
Mridula Sail a web designer.
Deepti Pradhan

Deepti Pradhan, Kisan and
Vasant Pradhan’s  younger
daughter, did her schooling at the
Cathedral and John Connon
School, Mumbai, and later as a
boarder at the St. Mary’s School
in Pune. She completed her
graduation from the Sophia
College, Mumbai, and her post-
graduation in Biochemistry from
The Maharaja Sayajirao
University, = Baroda. Deepti
graduated from IIT in 1986, with a
Ph.D. from the Chemistry
Department. After postdoctoral
training at Pennsylvania State
University and Cornell University,
she joined the faculty of the
Department of Pathology at Yale

University. Deepti also held a

joint faculty position at the
University of New Haven, in the
Department of Biology.

More recently, Deepti has

diversified her interests by
lending her scientific insight to
research in Yale’s Office of
Development. Her work in this
capacity was recognized with the
Linda K. Lorimer award in 2016 —
it is the highest honor awarded to
Yale University staff members for
distinguished service to the
institution.

Deepti continues to feel very
strongly about giving back to
society, and to that end she
started an independent venture in
2008 - a science café that brings
scientists of all stripes to speak
to a lay audience. She uses this
vehicle not only to reach out to
local residents in her area, but
also to the wider internet
population by sharing videos of
these science cafes. For these
efforts, she has been recognized
with several awards including

Person of The Week from The
Sound; American Chemical
Society’s Innovative Science
Outreach Award; and the Rika
Welsh Community Impact Award.

In 2015, Deepti was awarded a
Public Voices Fellowship by the
Yale University Women Faculty
Forum for women and under-
represented minority scholars.
This has resulted in her
publishing Op-Ed pieces and
other articles on science related
topics in leading publications like
The Huffington Post. Her passion
to improve the communities she
has lived in has resulted in her
being involved as an active board
member in organizations that are
dedicated to improving school
education, and also being
involved as a mentor and judge for
a variety of science competitions.
Likewise, because of the depth of
her experience as a successful
scientist, and her experience as a
cancer survivor, she has been
selected as a patient-advocate to
secure funding for cancer
research, as well as improve the
experience of patients at Smilow
Cancer Hospital.

Outside the work environment,
Deepti is an avid music lover and
has studied the sitar when she
was in college. She keeps up her

interest and participation in
sports that began right from
school through college, by

playing badminton, table tennis,
and taking long bicycle rides
when she can.

Deepti is married to Suresh
Shenoy, who after obtaining a
B.Sc. from St. Xavier’s College in
Mumbai, graduated with the C.S.
Patel gold medal for M.Sc. in
Biochemistry from The Maharaja
Sayajirao University in Baroda.
He completed his Ph.D. from
Tulane University and after a very
successful career in academia,
he moved to the biotechnology
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sector where he could apply his
scientific skills to developing
novel DNA sequencing methods,
and for drug discovery. For his
efforts, he has been awarded a
number of patents, and was also
recognized with a Special
Achievement Award for his
contributions to the organization.
His most recent appointment has
been Director of Molecular
Biology and Biochemistry at
Roche Life Sciences. Suresh is
also keen on giving back to the
community he lives in, and to that
end he has recently begun to help
with teaching children in the 8-10
year range, as well as in the 16-20
year range.

Suresh is a dedicated long

distance runner and has
successfully completed half-
marathons, marathons, and
ultra-marathons, including the
well-recognized  New  York
marathon.

Deepti and Suresh have two
sons  Agasthya Pradhan-

Shenoy and Ashvin Pradhan-
Shenoy. After graduating with a

Bachelor’s degree in
psychology, anthropology and
mathematics, Agasthya has

dedicated himself to teaching
mathematics to high school
children in underprivileged urban
neighborhoods. He is passionate
about music and plays the flute
and double bass, and over the
years has been a part of the
Shoreline Youth Symphony. He
is also a composer of
contemporary music in an

eclectic genre, and has
independently released two
records with reasonable

success. Like his parents, he
also runs and bikes, and in 2015
undertook a 1500 km bike ride
from Vietnam where he was
teaching, to Thailand, before
returning home. Agasthya is
engaged to be married to
Caroline Dorr, in September
2017. Caroline graduated with a
BBA in Management. After a
fellowship with Kiva, which took
her to help microfinance
institutions in Indonesia, she
currently works at Lucid, a
software company focused on
market research. Next year, she
plans to work towards a Master’s
degree in International Business,
which will open opportunities for
her in international development -
her primary area of interest.

Ashvin, the younger of the
two, is currently in the third year
of his college education in
Canada, at the end of which he
will have a Bachelor’s degree in
computer science and history.
He too has studied music —
piano and cello — and has also
been a member of the Shoreline
Youth Symphony. Ashvin is an
enthusiastic runner and has run
both track and cross-country for
his school team.

Aneesh Pradhan

Youngest of Kisan and Vasant
Pradhan’s children, Aneesh

Pradhan did his schooling at the
B.P.M. High School at Khar. He
completed his graduation and
post-graduation in History from

the Elphinstone College,
Mumbai.
Aneesh is one of India’'s

leading tabla players. He is a
disciple of the illustrious tabla
maestro Pandit Nikhil Ghosh
from whom he inherited a rich
and varied repertoire  of
traditional tabla solo
compositions from the Delhi,
Ajrada, Lucknow, Farrukhabad
and Punjab gharanas.

Greatly appreciated by both
the cognoscenti and the lay
listener as a soloist and
accompanist, Aneesh is the
recipient of several awards such
as the Aditya Birla Kala Kiran
Award (2000), the Natyadarpan
Award for ‘Best Background
Score’ (1998) for music direction
to the Marathi play ‘Tumbara’
directed by Sunil Shanbag, the
Vasantotsav ~ Award  (2012)
instituted in memory of the
eminent vocalist Dr. Vasantrao
Deshpande, and the Saath
Sangat Kalakar Award (2013)
instituted in  memory  of
G.L.Samant by the Gandharva
Mahavidyalaya, Pune.

A popular performer at most
prestigious concerts and
festivals in the country, Aneesh
has also traveled widely and
performed overseas at major
events. He has also recorded

prolifically for national and
international  record  labels
accompanying a host of

vocalists and instrumentalists.

Aneesh broadcasts regularly
on Indian radio and television. He
has also been featured on radio
and television networks overseas
and was one of the presenters
for a radio series  entitled
"Perspectives — North Indian
Classical Music" featured on
the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

Apart from his work with art
music, Aneesh is also a frequent
participant in intercultural
musical collaborations both in
the capacity of performer and
composer. Drawn equally
towards melody and rhythm,
Aneesh’s compositions range
from pieces composed for tabla
solo repertoire, to melodic and
text-based compositions that
are based on traditional vocal
and instrumental forms of
Hindustani music. He is keen to
push the envelope in
experimenting with sound and
music through his composition
for film, television, theatre and
dance projects. Aneesh has also
been a member of the Japan-
based Asian Fantasy Orchestra
since 1998, and has also
participated as composer and
performer in an ongoing
collaboration with the
Ensemble Modern, Frankfurt,
since 2003. Some of his
intercultural collaborations have
also been released
commercially.

Aneesh’s teaching
assignments in the past include
stints as artist-in-residence at
the University of New England,
Australia, and as guest lecturer
at the Music Department,
University of Mumbai. He was
Senior Research Fellow at the
Department of Music, Media and
Cultural  Studies, Macquarie
University, Australia, and was
Adjunct Research Fellow at the
India Research Centre,
Macquarie University, Australia.
He regularly conducts lecture-
demonstrations, workshops and
participates in seminars, at
various universities and other
educational institutions in India
and abroad. Aneesh has been
Adjunct Senior Research Fellow
in the Sir Zelman Cowen School
of Music, Monash University,
Australia.

Aneesh was awarded the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations Chair in Indian

Studies at the Sir Zelman
Cowen School of Music, Monash
University.

His study and research in the
area of History, which he studied
at the University of Mumbai has
earned him a doctorate. He
writes frequently on music for
newspapers, journals and other
publications in India and abroad
and is also deeply involved in
creating and developing
educational material related to
Indian music. He is the author of
a children’s book on tabla, which
is part of a forthcoming twelve
book series entitled Baajaa
Gaajaa: Musical Instruments of
India. He has also written Tabla:
A Performer's Perspective,
which gives an overview of the
stylistic features and
performance contexts of the
instrument. He has been
awarded a medal by the Asiatic
Society of Mumbai for his book

entitted Hindustani Music in
Colonial Bombay. His latest
ebook is called Hindustani

Music: Ways of Listening, a
collection of articles that he had
written over two years for
Scroll.in, a digital publication.
He has also directed and
produced a short film entitled

Pratidhvani: Reverberations of
the Nanasaheb Panse Pakhawaj
Tradition.

Aneesh is the Director of
Underscore Records Pvt. Ltd, an
independent online record label
that he established with his wife
Shubha Mudgal, a prominent
vocalist and composer. He also
co-curates with Shubha, an
international music festival called
Baajaa Gaajaa: Music from 21st
Century India.

Born into a musically
dedicated family, Shubha Mudgal
has been trained by some of the
finest musicians and
musicologists in India. Trained
by eminent scholar-musician-
composer Pandit Ramashreya
Jha ‘Ramrang’, she also received
guidance from Pandit Vinaya
Chandra Maudgalya and Pandit
Vasant Thakar. She later
learnt stylistic

techniques from well-known
maestros Pandit Jitendra
Abhisheki and Pandit Kumar
Gandharva. She also received
training in thumri from Smt.
Naina Devi and is thus a versatile
and popular performer.

In addition to being a
performer, Shubha has also won
recognition as a composer. She
received the Gold Plaque Award
for Special Achievement in Music
at the 34th Chicago International
Film Festival, 1998. She is the
recipient of numerous awards
including the Padma Shri from
the Government of India in the
year 2000, and the Yash Bharati
Samman from the Government of
Uttar Pradesh in 2015.

She has also been closely
involved with several projects
related to music education in
India. Formerly a member of the
Central Advisory Board of
Education constituted by the
Government of India, Shubha also
chaired a focus group discussing
the need for introducing an arts
education program in mainstream
school education during the
National Curriculum Framework
2005. She was also a Nana
Shirgaokar Visiting Research
Professor for traditional music at
Goa University.

EAIHhT

This isa photo, taken soon after Suan Rane's concert at Mumbai Marathi

-

Sahitya Sangh, on Sunday 5th February, organized by Swar Sadhna
Samiti, Mumbai, which is known for promoting Hindustani Classical
Music. He was interviewed by the Mumbai DD Sahyadri team along with

his performance.
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