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Things

These days parents have
this phobia about letting their
children handle any
responsibility, for example,
take my friend, Ned. His
parents don't even let him
keep a pen of his own, and I'm
pissed off because he
takes my pens to write!!! He
tells me everyday, "I wish I
had something to take care
of..." and "Oh Jeff, could you
lend me your things for
safekeeping?". And the type
of smart guy I am, I already
have a responsibility: Keep
my things away from Ned.
Okay, maybe Ned isn't even
capable of it, but how can we
be sure without even trying?
And even if he isn't capable
enough, why do I have to
suffer? So, when he came to
my house for another shot at
convincing me to allow him to
keep my things for the day, I
told him to ask his parents to
give him one chance of
proving himself.

And guess what, they did.

After an hour or so, an
'earnest' Ned showed up at
my door, house keys sticking
out of his mouth.

I had to tell him how
stupid and daft that was, but
he was stubborn. So, we came

-gqress)  down to an agreement of him

%) T wTE keeping the keys in his pocket
(as if that was not what a

RS - f normal person would do).
|l - feamTErT But, you too know that
qgdt - dieHTST (for Ned) this was too good to
s - fEEet
IR - BEATS Es - I[D
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be true. There is always (not
really) the calm before the
storm. And right I was.

But, in this case, things
weren't actually like a storm.
All that happened was that
when we were at a pizzeria,
giving an order of a type of
pizza that would make Ned
need bigger clothes, he
realised that his pocket was
empty. He started jumping
and running around like an
untamable animal. Man, he
really knew how to draw
attention. He only calmed
down when I promised to
help him.

And thats when it hit me.
Ned's parents could not trust
him with a pen. They couldn't
even trust him with a good
pair of jeans!!! And there was
a big enough hole in his
trousers for my proof.

We traced back our steps
from my house to the
pizzeria. This was the first
time Ned had ever been
looking for something, as he
never had anything before!!!
As we treaded towards my
house, we found the keys,
lying with utmost respect in
the middle of the sidewalk.

I thought my job was
done. Ned must've returned
home with the keys. At least
his parents didn't know that I
was the one who helped him
(#wink). I decided to award
myself with a cup of tea.

Just as I was about to do
so, the doorbell rang. I
walked towards the door,
grumpily. And, it was Ned.

"Thanks Jeff! Now my
parents totally trust me (with
a pen)!", he exclaimed.

"Cool dude. Why did you
come here then?", I replied,
stressing on the 'you' part.

"Oh, um, I want you to
have this.", he said, pulling
out his house keys.

"But why would I need
(or take) that?", I asked,
totally puzzled.

"You will, for safekeeping
of course."

"Dude, your parents trust
you now! You could do that
too."

"But, you at least have a
good pair of jeans."

I tried not to laugh, and
thought to myself,

'Oh, just how the tables
have turned"!!
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