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PRADEEP KOTHARE
"NEVER SAY NO" MAN

| had multiple relations with
Pradeep. First he was my
cousin (his father Shamrao
was my mother’'s cousin).
Although he was a year senior
tome, Iremember having gone
to his house to play on many
occasions. My mother used to
call his father "Shamya", so he
was my Shamya mama. My
second connection was that
he was a year senior in Wilson
High School and remember
some time he used to play
marbles with me. After
passing out of School, | lost
intimate contact with Pradeep.
However we used to
occasionally meet in our
community  functions and
during Ganpati. While | was
still amateur in collecting
antiques, he had a store house
of glass and porcelain
collection neatly arranged in a
showcase in his house.
Probably that was from the
time of his father. We both
loved our school and school
teachers and hence it was no
wonder that we started
attending  school  alumni
functions regularly organized
by Wilson High School Old
Boys Union. We used to meet
our classmates at least once a
year and since he was only a
batch ahead, | knew most of his

classmates.  Suddenly the
Wilsonian, who wused to
organize yearly alumni

function, died about 20 years
ago and hence the vyearly
functions discontinued as
nobody had the list of
members nor the inclination to
take up the responsibility of
continuing the Old Boys’ Union,
which was established in 1917
and supposed to be the oldest
alumni body in India. | first
contacted the committee
members of Old Boys’ Union
andtoldthem my plan of revival
and they were happy that
somebody was taking the
responsibility. However | was
aware that collecting and
updating the list of members
and organizing the vyearly
function was not a one
person’s job. | contacted
Pradeep and he immediately
said we will do it. He caught
hold of the Treasurer of Old
Boys’ Union and obtained list of
members. He made inquiries
and deleted the names of dead
members and about 15 years
ago, we restarted the alumni
body with a bang. Pradeep
usedto say, "you don’'ttake me
in any committee, just tell me

-Rajan Jaykar

what is to be done and within
what time and | will do it". You
rarely get such persons, whois
ready to work selflessly and we
in fact held a grand Centenary
function of our alumni in 2017
and renamed it as "Wilson
High School Past Students’
Association” and Pradeep,
was sheet anchor, for ensuring
that the function went off
without any problem.

Few years ago, the trustees
of Atmaram Buwa's Ram
Mandir (Kalaram  Mandir)
Trust, of which | am a Senior
trustee, appointed Pradeep, as
one of the trustees. Pradeep
helped, our managing trustee
Pradeep Rane, in streamlining
the office work of the trust and
was regular in attending the
meetings as well as helping in
every aspect of temple
management. However he
had to discontinue as trustee
after some years, as he had
other pressing commitments.

We all know that he was a
good cartoonist and his
artwork as well as quotes were
humorous. While returning on
his two wheeler after our
school committee meeting, he
used to talk about "desi"
medicines and how he
changed his entire lifestyle
about15yearsago. Heusedto
call Ketaki"Vahinibai"intypical
Parbhidialectand recommend
her his desi medicines, which
Ketaki found useful. His sense
of humour was also very
subtle. He told me that apart
from sharing birthday with late
Mangeshkar other common
thing was skin colour.

You can never find such
loving, caring, dedicated and
disciplined colleague and |
enjoyed every moment of my
association with him.  His
sudden departure was
certainly a shock for me, as he
outwardly appeared healthy
and once again made me think
about how fickle and
temporary our existence is in
this world and whether the
effort, that we take for money,
name and fame, is all worth it.

May his soul restin peace.
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STAY HUMBLE AND BE HUMBLED Pradeep - One of the Three Musketeers

A little bit about the history of Pathare Prabhu Social Club (PPSC)

There is a certain movement
around us, everything is moving in
this Universe and we move along
with itwhether we wantto or no.

The morning of 28th May is
when everything around me
stopped with my dad’s heart... For
that moment, seemed like a state
of perpetual suspension, no
sound, no feeling, nothing seems
existed. Nothing mattered, and
then you slowly come back to
reality of what has happened and
then the acceptance of that
state...

that Pradeep Shamrao
Kothare nolongerlives......

Humility is a word | associate
with my dad a lot. Throughout my
childhood, | remember my house
to be an open house; were people
came around all the time. Every
evening when | am back from
school | would find someone
having an animated conversation
inour living room and having agood
laugh.

Those being the days of big
families, my dad’s cousins were
less of cousins and more of friends
. Iltwas one fun get-together after
another, and my dad being the
Ringmaster. His friends were no
less. He would coordinate the
dates, place, food, travel
arrangements and even carry the
food along. He was an organiser.

Fun filled life is what | have
spent with my dad. He was ever
ready for a plan, ever ready to do
something new. Ask him to sit at
home and he would justrefuse. He
would call someone and make a
plan. He was blessed with a great
sister, best of cousins,
innumerable  friends,  office
colleagues and in-laws. He made
friends so easily, with just a single
conversation. But more
importantly he would help people,
sometimes going out of his way
but would never ever complain or
even mention anything. He just
loved helping people.

My dad and | had a very
different bond and immense love
and respect for each other. My dad
believed in me, even when the
whole world would stand against
me. My dad was behind me, being
my force, my belief system, my
strength. He taught me to take my
decisions and stand by those. He
taught me to stand tall. | am truly
blessed to be his daughter, he
brought such joy to my life.

He was a great husband and
off late | loved seeing them lead a
beautiful content life having settled
both the daughters. Spending time
with their grandsons and more so
playing with them. Atharva loved
his Aajo and Su aaji; their card

-Sakshi Nilesh Zaoba
(nee Mrigaya Pradeep Kothare)

games or any other games.
Somehow the games he played
had rules that only benefitted
Atharva. My son thought that his
Aajo was his buddy and not
grandfather, they had their own
codes and secret plans and |
wasn't a part of it. For the last 6
years, Dad would come under my
building on his scooter and pick
Atharvato drop himto the bus stop
which wasn’'t even 100 meters
distance. But that was their thing,
the unsaid code between them.
This was his way to steal time and
be with us. He would say to me
that he get's to see us both every
day and then talk for some time.
Quite often we would stand down
talking for a few minutes before |
rushed off to the crazy day and he
giving me his 2 bits as every father
does. Uffthose talks...

He was a great father-in-law
and loved his monthly Khandala
and yearly Goa trips with Nilesh,
his partner in eating out. There
were very few restaurants in
Mumbai that they hadn’t visited or
ordered from. Chocolates, their
common love, made their bonding
even stronger. They loved their
conversations and Kothare Baba
was always there do something
adventurous with Nilesh.
Snorkeling was the last adventure
they enjoyed together.

I am so humbled by him, when
so many people have the most
amazing things to tell about him.

His humbleness and helpful
nature is my inheritance and
moving forward in this world, that
was made great by hislove, | would
follow his footsteps... | am my
father's daughter...and will always
be...

You will be missed forever
Baba.

*

My Aajo

My Aajo was very
nice to everybody and
the most nice to me.
Everyday he came with
his scooter and took me
to my bus stop. He loved
me a lot more than
anyone but no one lives
forever. | loved my Aajo a
lot.

-Atharva Zaoba

The best tribute | could
pay to Baba was by
completing the last cartoon he
made on the morning he got
an attack. Thank you for all the
laughter.

-Nilesh Zaoba

There wasatime when the key
of PPSC used to be kept at our
house, since our house was less
than fifty feet away from club’s
premises. Around 1959 we
changed residence and moved
from Girgaum to Worli. We
besides all the senior members,
oneby onehadleftGirgaum,anda
brigade of young members who
were still living in Girgaum-
Thakurdwararea werelefttolook
after the PPSC.

1962 - 63 a catastrophe took
place. The building which
housed the club came crashing
down, notthe whole building but
the bathroom blocks from third to
ground floor. Our premises were
onsecond floor.

Asitisrightly said "cometh the
hour cometh the man", the three
young musketeers who were still
staying in Girgaum took charge.
The three musketeers were Late
Mr. Naresh Mankar, late Mr.
Pradeep Kothare and Mr. Lalit
Kothare. These three took upon
themselves the task of saving
whatever was possible for
posterity. The owner of the
building in the meanwhile had
filed asuitinthecivil courtasking
us to vacate the premises. The
three again fought the case on
behalf of the Club. I remember
Pradeep telling me in one of the
early hearings, the magistrate
asked "How many times has your
clubbeenarrested?". Atthat time
and even now the word Social

-Vinod Pradhan

Group is associated with betting

and gambling. The magistrate was

convinced only after the Club’s
rule book was shown where it was
clearly mentioned that

1. Betting and gambling are not
allowed inclub’s premises.

2. Drinking alcoholic drinks are
strictly prohibited in club’s
oremises.

Along with this they mentioned
some prominent members of our
community like M. R. Jaykar,
Pramod Navalkar. Finally the
magistrate was convinced that
PPSCwasnotthatkind of club. The
case wassquashed. However what
other members did not know was
thatatthattime there wasnosource
of income for the club. The three of
themhad to oftendipinto theirown
pockets to defray the expenses.

Pradeep wasareclusive person,
any plan to take him on any
committee would be stoutly
rejected by him, but behind the
scene he would willingly give
support. He has never said no to
anywork giventohimbeitgoingto
Dadar post office etc., and most of
the times free of cost to club but at
his cost.

The news of his passing away
was a shock to all of us, as he had
never complained of any ailment.
Pradeep was madeinthe mould of
RSS worker, he was doing work
without ever thinking of claiming
ownership of thework done.

May his soul Rest In Peace.

*
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A Journey that came to an end...
-Dr. Payal Rane - Acharekar

Pradeep Shamrao Kothare
fondly remembered by me as
Pradeep Mama has left all of us
with wonderful memories. He was
a versatile personality who was
always ready to help any and
every one in need. My Mom had
many cousins but for me he has
been that Mama who was closest
to my house and me too. Not
surprised what God had in mind
that inspite of having so many
mamas he was the one who
walked me down the aisle for my

wedding. He fondly called me
Mayuri and kept helping me
whether it was to search for a
suitable guy for me to anything in
the Gora Ram temple. He was a
fun personality and everybody
liked to have him around in any
get-together. Originally he used to
work for New India Insurance
Company but his helping nature
did notrestricthim there. He was a
part of various Pathare Prabhu
committees such as Social Club,
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Prabhu Tarun etc. He was also the
Trustee of Shri Aatmaran Bua’s
Kalaram Temple for a brief period.
Later he joined Brahmakumariand
was a part of it with full dedication.
Although me being a Krishna
follower disagreed with him on
various occasions but he would
narrate his work and experience
with full passion. It was a big
shock to get news of his sudden
demise as for me he was a very
healthy and fit person even at the
age of 70. Sad to know that in the
bargain to help others he
neglected his own health. It is
always said that there is a
difference between whatthe heart
and brain wants. Although the
brain says that it is good to leave
this earth peacefully but the heart
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doesn’twantto let go of people we
are fond of. Never the less | pray
that he is happy and free from pain
wherever heis. Will definitely miss
you Pradeep Mama.
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