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The Waiting Room

It was 2 hrs for my family
and me to leave for Goa.
Mom had this weird idea to
reach the Railway Station
early, because she thought
that way we could be certain
the train hadn't arrived yet. |
tried to talk some sense into
her, but it was almost
obvious whose opinion would
be taken into consideration.
Anyway, we reached the
station. Mom and | thought
that the station would nearly
be empty, but we didn't
realise that there were other
trains arriving at that hour.
There were thousands of
people running here and
there to enter their trains.
Dad said, we could wait in
the waiting room. We all
agreed with his idea. Then |
finally sat down, only to get a
glimpse of everyone.

The room was quite small.
It had just enough space for
our lot. There were about two
families and two couples,
excluding Mom, Dad and me.
Out of the old couple, the old
man who looked like he was
in his sixties or seventies, got
up from his seat and limped
over to the restroom. The
woman, who looked a little
younger than the man, took
out her phone and earphones
and (maybe) started video
calling someone.

The family of three,
occupied the three recliner
sofas and set to work. The

teenager, who was the
youngest of the family and
was probably here for
educational purposes,
removed this book on

commerce and got absorbed
into it. His mom, who |
suppose had nothing to do,
stared at her son and
continued to do so until she
fell asleep. The father, who
seemed quite handsome,
unexpectedly removed his
phone and started playing a
video game!!! From the
above, | learnt a short lesson:
Adults do not look good when
they're engrossed in video
games. | tried not to laugh.
The next family was quite
boring. The boy, who was a
4th or a 5th grader, pulled out
his Kindle and started a
chapter book. His mom
started to apply nail polish in
such a way as if it was the
most important thing to do.

-Armaan . A . Kothare
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And his father gaped at them
for he had nothing to do. |
think he might have been
having second thoughts on
getting a Kindle for his son
instead of himself.

And the last family decided
to take advantage of this
valuable time by arguing. |
don't know what exactly they
were arguing about, but |
guess the husband
unknowingly said something
that insulted the wife,
because their conversation
went on something like this:

"What do you mean?? "

"Sorry???"

"I clearly heard what you
said!!"

"I'm overreacting????"
"Yeah right you piece
of...."

Then they included a few
inappropriate words in their
argument. The whole room
echoed with their
screeches.

Finally, it was the time for
us to get up and leave. The
old man came out from the
restroom, a relaxed
expression on his face. Then
it hit me. We were all in the
same train! This would give
me more time to observe
them. Then | sat down, a
frown on my face as the
couple continued to yell and
argue.
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Room

Today while cleaning up my
cupboard | came across some old
pictures, and a few writings that |
had done in my diary back then,
may be during college days. Days
when technology was not as
developed and as advanced as
today, when selfies didn't exist,
clicking a picture with friends, or
that special someone required
prior planning; starting from asking
dad for his camera, buying a 36
photo camera roll, clicking the
pictures you had no clue how they
would turn up and waiting for the
pictures to get developed to see
how have they come. Days when
mobile had justarrived in Indiaand
messaging someone also cost
one's pocket, when apps like
whatsapp and google allo weren't
even dreamt off, but on the other
hand people had time for each
other, when conversations were
not made through social media,
but by actually taking time out and
meeting each other. With
technology developed so much
today and our day now starting
with checking whatsapp, twitter
and facebook before even brushing
our teeth, | thought of sharing this
little piece of thought that | had
come across back then.

Most of us reading this, had
that special someone in some
phase of our life, someone who
we really liked or loved, as the
case may be, more than anyone
else, someone with whom we
wanted to spend the rest of our
life, but couldn't by sheer not
admitting or expressing our
feelings to that person. Most of us
probably had millions of words to
say, tons of feelings to express to
that one person, but never really
had the courage to take that step
ahead. And invariably the reason
was fear of rejection. Sometimes
the case was more like, one
falling in love with your best friend
but not expressing one’s feelings
to that person, fearing denial and
in lieu also losing the friendship.
The moment we decided of

-Adhar Kothare

expressing the feelings the first
thought that crossed our minds
was "what if it's a no?". That
thought itself crumpled the whole
courage of admitting what was
true.

Whereas in reality, one
should always express one's
feelings. Because by not doing
so, one doesn't realise that one
day the feeling of losing the
person you love for lifetime to
someone else, the feeling of
seeing that person marry to
someone else is more painful.
Coming back to the same fear
"what if it's a no?", but one needs
to realise that by not saying what
one feels, one is going to lose that
person eventually probably forever,
something that is inevitable.

Today when | see people
chatting on whatsapp, facebook
instead of having actual
conversations, | feel that they are
missing so many chances of
creating some beautiful memories.
When | go to public places like
restaurants, malls, | often see
people having lunches, dinners
with each other but instead of
conversing with each other, they
are seen busy checking each
other's statuses on their mobiles. |
feel sad for them, since so much
can be expressed just by saying
things instead of typing them.
"Words as they say have a
powerful impact when expressed
than written".

Someone has rightly said,
that friendship is the first and the
last step in love. It's the journey
between them that one needs to
complete.

Life generally doesn't give
anyone a second chance, so if
there is someone special in your
life, someone you love, someone
with whom you want to spend the
rest of your life, someone with
whom you want to get old with,
then go and tell that person, take
that step...make a move...take a
leap...
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