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BT, MTFRTAT ATHAA JLERTT

1. 1985 - Vidyeshwari Award (Pathare Prabhu Community,

. 1995- Rotary Award for excellence in performance in Art, History,
Museology and Heritage preservation (Rotary Club of Bombay

3.1998 - Inclusion in ‘Cowrie Circle’ for contribution to National /
International field fo Museology (Commonwealth Association

4. 2003- PADMA-SHRI by President of India
“Sri Guruji Puraskar’ R.S.S. Janakalyan Samiti.

6. 2011- Tagore National Fellowship

7.2012 - Jeevan Gaurav Puraskar “Konkan Itihas Parishad”
8. 2012- “Sai Ratna Puraskar” Shiladhi Pratishthan, Shirdi.
9. 2016 - “Jeevan Gaurav Puraskar”, Chaturanga Pratishthan.

Guide, Friend & Philosopher

-Rajan Motiram Jayakar

It would be unfortunate for a
hardcore collector not to meet a
talented curator. A Collector
always wants to show his
collection to an enthusiastic
audience but there is a technique
called “display” which transforms
collector's godown into a
showroom. Luckily, I met Mr.
Gorakshakar (hereafter Mr. G for
short) about 40 years ago at the
residence of my brother-in-law Dr.
Vinod Dhurandhar (my wife
Ketaki's  sister  Anuradha’s
husband), at Vile Parle.
Incidentally Dr. Dhurandhar’s
cousin, Govindrao Agaskar was
an avid matchbox label collector
and wanted to show his collection
to Mr. G and Dr. Dhurandhar being
aware that | too was a matchbox
label collector (Philluminist),
thought of inviting me to that
august meeting. Incidentally after
about 10 years, Mr. Agaskar
handed over his entire Matchbox
label collection to me. That time
Mr. G was the Director of Prince
of Wales Museum (now renamed
as Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Vastu Sangrahalaya). On
realizing that | was also a serious
collector of various things, Mr. G
invited me to visit the museum
and offered to take me through
some of the key galleries and
spent about 2 hours with me
explaining various aspects of the
artefacts followed by tea and
snacks at his residence in the
Museum compound where | met
his adorable wife, Geeta,
Incidentally Mr. G was my wife
Ketaki's cousin and with our
meeting of minds, the two
families came very close. |
started visiting Mr. G almost every
Saturday evening and he also
learnt more about my varied
collections and started advising
me how to preserve objects of
paper, metal, glass, porcelain,
wood etc. which was base
material of my collection. He
used to help me fumigate my
latest paper acquisitions such as
books, engravings, etching and

lithographs. My  daughters
became fond of Geeta and started
calling her Geeta Kaku, which
they still do. Their son Mukunda
also used to join our discussions.
Avery remarkable feature of Mr. G
which | noticed after visiting the
Museum on numerous occasions,
was that he interacted very fairly
with all his museum staff. He not
only trained them and shared his
vast knowledge of Museology, but
treated them as family. During
every Museum function he
publicity gave them as family.
During every Museum function he
publicly gave them their due
recognition for the hard work put

up by them.
At the time when | first met
him in 1980's, | was doing

research on the history of Pathare
Prabhu Community and was
collecting artefacts. At that time |
also met a very interesting person
Mr. Shivanandan Agaskar who
was librarian of the Central library.
Mr. Agaskar gave me references
from  books and papers
particularly from books and
papers particularly from asiatic
society library as well as the
Central Library, which are both
housed in the Town Hall. | was
also keenly interested in the
history of Bombay and since Mr.
Agaskar already knew Mr. G. we
all three started meeting at Mr.
G’'s residence in Museum
Compound. With curator and
librarian helping my collection and
research, my work became
extremely pleasurable.

In 1987, Bombay High Court
was celebrating its 125th
Anniversary and Mrs. Justice
Sujata Manohar, as Chairperson
of the exhibition committee
planned to do an exhibition to
display judicial treasure, which
was lying in the High Court safes.
Mr. G was contacted to curate the
exhibition. There was an
exhibtition committee of Judges
and leading Advocates, who were
appointed to assist the curator to

(Cont. on page 5 col.1)
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set up the exhibition. An
advertisement was issued in
newspaper, asking members of
public to lend any material, that
could be useful for the exhibition.
I, being a Solicitor, practicing in
High Court, contacted Mrs.
Justice Manohar and requested
her to include me in the exhibition
committee, which she willingly
did. Mr. G was also happy that he
had an enthusiastic assistant for
setting up the exhibition. That
was the first time, | worked with

him in organizing a mega
exhibition. The exhibition
received positive publicity

through newspapers and for the
first time people and even
Advocates saw the wonderful
Charters of King George IV and
Queen  Victoria establishing
Supreme Court and High Court
respectively in Bombay alongwith

Barristers’ Certificates of
Mahatma Gandhi, Mahammed Ali
Jinnah, Vallabhbhai and
Vithalbhai Patel, Dr. B. R.

Ambedkar among other artefacts,
not seen before. Advocates also
enthusiastically contributed their
personal artefacts.

| learnt from Mr. G how to
organize an exhibition by first
tracing the history through
research of the period to be
depicted and preparing a theme.
Restoring the artefacts, and
planning their display in a
particular sequence was the next
step. Appropriate captioning and
historical data was required to be
put alongwith artefact. Proper
display material such as
horizontal frames, vertical
frames, lighting, highlighting key
artefacts, breaking monotony by
including leafy plants at strategic
points and whole lot of techniques
were on display at that exhibition.

The next exhibition, on a
much smaller scale, was put up in
Town Hall, as part of a larger
exhibition of photographs of old
Bombay in 1989. Mr. G
suggested that a verandah and
kitchen from Pathare Prabhu
Household of 19th Century be
created, since Pathare Prabhus,
were the earliest immigrants to
Bombay Islands, in the late 13
Century. The artefacts for kitchen
were mainly provided from my
collection and of Verandah were
from Mr. G’s Collection. At the
suggestion of Mr. G, my family
and me sat as “live” models
alternating between verandah and
kitchen in our traditional dress
and gave information to the
visitors to the exhibition about our
Community and also the use of
various utensils and kitchen
implements which were particular
to our community. “Live” models
was a novel way of
communication suggested by Mr.
G.

In 1999 the Hon’ble Supreme
Court decided to have an
exhibition in Delhi as part of its
Golden Jubilee celebration and
Mrs. Justice Sujata Manohar, who
by then was elevated to Supreme

Court, was appointed
Chairperson of the exhibition
Committee. It became apparent
that Mr. G and myself would be
asked to be the Curator and Asst.
Curator respectively. It was a
challenging project. The
exhibition was at National
Museum in Delhi. Artefacts in
custody of various High Courts in
India had to be identified and
physically checked by going to
the High Courts to find out
whether they could be displayed
in the Exhibition. Artefacts
concerning Federal Court and
Supreme Court had to be
searched in Parliament House as
both Federal Courts (1935-1950)
and Supreme Court (1950-1957)
sat in Parliament House, in
Prince’s Chamber, before the
present Supreme Court building
was constructed. With
permission to visit any place for
searching for artefacts and the
Director of National Archives and
Sercetary of Ministry Culture on
board, it was easy to visit places
where you could not Vvisit
otherwise. | even visited the office
of Privy Council in London and
obtained certain documents for
the exhibition. It was an object
lesson for me how to decipher
from vast available data and
artefacts, which was important to
the theme of the exhibition and
Mr. G went about it in a
professional manner. Since we
travelled together to most of the
High Courts and shared the room
during our overnight stays, | got a
chance to meet Mr. G. the simple
man, who washed his own
clothes and was ready to rough it
out when situation demanded. He
was not fastidious like me, about
food during travel and led a
disciplined life by observing time
schedules. | think Geeta Kaku
must get some credit as she
stood rock solid with him in his
endeavours and braved the cold of
Delhi in January 2000, to be with
him during the setting up of the
exhibition. His life style was
orthodox. But curatioral thinking
was modern and he always
strived to put in place the latest
techniques regarding display.
With close association with Mr.
G, | realised that | was also
transformed into a collector-cum-
curator, as some of the curatorial
qualities of Mr. G got unknowingly
ingrained in me. | started looking
at objects with a different
perception and tried to imbibe the
technigues which | learnt during
the exhibition projects, with Mr.
G. Because of the knowlede and
experience which Mr. G. had
shared with me, | could
successfully curate the following
prestigious exhibitions :

(@) Exhibition of personal
Collection of Judicial archives
to celebrate 100 years of
Bombay Incorporated Law
Society at High Court Annexe
in 1995.

(b) Exhibition of personal
collection of Picture
Postcards of Old Bombay to

Commemorate 125 years of
Bombay Port Trust at Darbar
Hall of Asiatic Society of
Bombay in 1998.

(c) Exhibition of personal
collection of Picture
Postcards of Old Bombay to
Commemorate 150 years of
David Sassoon Library at
Library premisesin 1999.

(d) Exhibition of personal
collection of lithographs,
engravings and photographs
of Old Bombay at David
Sassoon Library in 2000.

(e) Traveling Supreme Court
Exhibition, at Prince of Wales
Museum in 2000, when |
came to Bombay.

(f) Exhibition to Commemorate
200 years of birth of Dr. John
Wilson at Wilson College in
2004.

(@) Year-long Exhibition to
celebrate 150 years of the
Bombay University at the Fort
Library, below Rajabai Tower
in 2007, which was visited by
President Dr. A.P.J. Kalam,

Prime Minister Mr.
Manmohan  Singh  and
President Smt. Pratibha
Patil.

(b) Exhibition as a tribute to the
memory of late Shammi
Kapoor out of personal

collection of memorabilia at

Prince of Wales Museum

from 8th October, 2011 to

30th October, 2011.

(i) Exhibition to celebrate 150
years of Bombay High Court
in the Central Court Room
from 15.8.2012 t0 23.10.2012
and carried the exhibition to
Nagpur and Aurangabad
Benches and High Court at
Goain 2013.

On the basis of vast
experience of curating the above
exhibitions, | ventured to suggest
to the then Chief Justice of
Bombay High Court, Mr. Justice
Mohit Shah, in 2014, that | should
be permitted to set up Museum of
Bombay High Court, instead of
holding exhibition every 25 years.
Justice Shah was very positive
and allowed me to set up the
Museum in Room No. 17 in
Bombay High Court, which was
inaugurated by the Prime Minister
Mr. Narendra Modi in February
2015. If Mr. G had not been my
guide, friend and philosopher, this
Museum would not have been
possible. | dedicate the success
and popularity of this Museum to
Mr. G. This Museum has opened
avenues for me to set up
Museums in Madhya Pradesh
High Court at Jabalpur, Andhra
Pradesh High  Court at
Hyderabad, Uttar Pradesh High
Court at Allahabad and Punjab &
Haryana  High  Court at
Chandigarh. | hope my dream of
setting up Museum in every High
Court as converyed to the Chief
Justice of India, will fructify one
day and Mr. G will be there to
bless me, when | set up the last of
the High Court Museums.
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Dear Rajan

It was very exciting to read
your article Watsons Esplanade
Hotel in the Prabhu Tarun

| was particularly curios
about fact mentioned in your
Article

By 1909 there were 15 hotels,
43 refreshment rooms, 1839
eating houses 494 Tea & Coffee
shops ,73 cold drink shops ,114
Boarding & lodging houses,36
Boarding houses

My anxiety is did this mean
a oversupply of room inventory in
Upscale category of rooms in
Mumbai as per Demand in those
days which resulted in closure of
this monumental hotel

Something that happened in
Pune between 2006- 2012 where
in Pune had more classified room
inventory than demand

History repeats hence the

curiosity
Thanks & Regards,
-Milind Kothare,
#9920023860
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