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Marriage —

A Necessity, requirement or just a formality

-Adhar Kothare

In today’s article we will talk
about something that we all know
about, some have done it, some
want to, some run away from it,
some feel its important, some feel
its necessary, some have an
opinionthatitisnotrequired, some
feel its just a formality. Marriage, a
concept where two people decide
tobetogetherandspendtherestof
their lives with each other, but also
get legally registered, and | must
say this now, because, now-a-
days there is also a concept of
living-in together that's getting
popular. So its pretty important to
distinguish the two. In India, even
this marriage is divided in two
types;love marriage and arranged
marriage, a concept probably
found only in India or Indian
traditions. | got to know this that
peopleinthe westareamazedand
curious at the same time when
they hearaboutarranged marriage
concept.

In earlier days probably
arranged marriages were the only
way people gotmarried. I recollect
my grandmother telling me, that at
their times, many marriages used
to happen within family and close
relatives. Sometimesthe brideand
groom spoke with each other only
after getting married, and in some
weird cases even see each other
postmarriage. Things evolvedwith
yearsandfreedomwasgiventothe
boy and girl to at least meet and
talk once with each other, mostly in
the presence of 10 other elderly
people of the house. Where most
of the times guy’s family used to
visitgirl'shouse, where girl’s family
is already waiting for them with all
thetam-jham. The girlwillbringthe
tea and snacks for all the guests,
with 20 eyes on her. With the girl
and guy sitting awkwardly, they
would be asked by their elders to
askeachotherwhateverquestions
they had in their mind. It was
strangethatthe eldersthoughtthat
the moment they said that, the girl
and the guy will start talking with
each other as long lost friends.
Theninsome cases, the guywould
ask a couple of questions and
done, orin some cases, the elders
would then ask the girl to take the
guy inside and talk with each other
in the context of showing him the
house. It wasn't a secret that the
guy hadn’'t come to buy their
house, but it would act as a cue to
boththatthey are being giventime
to speak with each other for few
minutes. Not just that, in most
cases, they were to decide to
marry each other on the basis of
those few spent minutes.

With time things changed and
eitherthe people ofthatgeneration
feltthe need orwith evolvingworld,
there was an introduction of a
concept called love marriage.
Where girland guy met, kneweach
other through office, college or

common friends. They interacted
with each other, had feelings for
each other, fell in love with each
other. Then the process of
introducing your partner at your
house would follow. Some would
take help of their friends, cousins
and try to chalk out a plan to get a
yesfromtheirparents. Somewould
justdropabombatthe parentsand
tell them. Few used to get lucky
and their parents accepted it
immediately, while most had to
take immense pain to convince
their parents. While few took the
painful route of running away and
getting married as their parents
werenotconvinced.Allinall, things
evolvedovertime.

But today | thought | should not
write about those who fell in love
with each other and how they
foughttheirway to getmarried and
live happily ever after. Not those,
where parents decided whom their
sons and daughters should get
married to. But | thought | should
write about those, whose parents
have given them the freedom to
choose their life partners. Those
who had or not had any past
relationships, which worked or not
worked. Whatever have beentheir
past, they are those who have
decided to enter the world of
arranged marriage, tofind their soul
mate. Thoughwe and ourthoughts
have evolved over time, yet the
percentage of love marriage in our
society is still low and the count of
arranged marriages is still pretty
high.

With evolving trends and
technology there is a new concept
that took shape, matrimonial
websites, where young boys and
girls registered their profiles, put
theirbestlooking pictures, mention
details about them and their
expectations and then the website
does some internal calculations
basis the expectations and return
with recommended profiles. The
respective boys and girls go
through  the  recommended
matches and select each other,
contact, then meet, talk/chat with
each other in the hope of finding
their soul mate.

Actually earlier when it came to
arranged marriages, the scope of
matches revolved around friends’/
relatives acquaintances, where
some friend/relative would suggest
a match and things moved from
there. But with the help of these
matrimonial websites, it has given
the youngsters the opportunity to
find their match, their soul mate
outside thatcircle, anywhereinthe
world.

In this process of finding ones’
soul mate, the person searching
goes through lots of ups and
downs. Howevernewandexcitingit
may sound initially, most of times it
ends up as a tedious process.

(Cont. on Page 5 col. 3)
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Trip to Newzeland with
wonderful Cousines

- Ullhas Khanderao Ajinkya

Way back in 2008, Deepa
vahini & Niranjan (my cousin)
invited me my wife to NZ and we
planned the same in December
2018. Being a senior citizen |
was hesitant to travel alone with
my wife, but fortunately my
cousin here Dr. Paresh Navalkar
& Priyanka vahini agreed to join
us. My morale boosted since a
doctor was accompaning us.

On 14th Dec 19, we received
a grand welcome in Auckland
with a glass of fruit juice made
by Deepa Vahini. on 15th & 16th
Dec. we took rest & settled
down. We travelled from India in
a group of four, joined by two
more cousins with their spouses
in auckland. on 15th dec. we
relished a dinner at sandhya

(my cousin) &  shesh's
residence.

Our entire trip in NZ, was
planned by Mrs. Vaidehi

Shreyas Rane (my niece) in
such a nice way, taking into
consideration my age. Hats off
to Vaidehi. on 17th dec. we 4
cousins along with our spouses
(group of 8) travelled to waitomo
caves in 2 cars. We had a
wonderful experience in
polynesian spa. We stayed in
rotorua for 2 nights. On 18th
dec. we visited geyser &
agrodome. In geyser we
witnessed sulpheric volcanoes &
in agroclorne we saw sheep
shearing, we visited Mauri village
also. On 19th dec we visited
Huka falls & travelled back to
auckland.

After a gap of 2 days we flew
to wellington on 22nd dec &
drove to kaikoura after picton
ferry ride. on 23rd dec. we
visited amtartic centre & whale
watching site. In antartic centre
we faced - 18 degree
temperature with chilly winds for
5 minutes. It was a wonderful
experience. on  24th, we
travelled by tranz alpine train of
kiwi railway, (knonw as one of
the best 10 rides in the world)
for 5 hours watching scenic

beauty of range of alps
mountains. on 25th dec we
travelled to queenstown by road
& spent 3 nights in queens town.

On 26th dec. which is known
as boxing day in NZ, we had a
helicopter ride for 45 minutes
with  alpine  landing.  our
helicopter ride was possible
because of Nishad (sandhya &
shesh's son) who grabbed the
best deal for us. Here | would
like to mention that Nishad got a
prize of U.S. dollar 50,000/- with
his two colleagues, from U.S.
Goverment for inventing & fixing
a stable camera on the drone.
Nishad's inverview to american
T.V. Channel is available with
me.

On 26th dec. we also visited
wanaka & arrowtown. Our luge
experience was also thrilling with
chair lift & gandola ride earlier.
On 27th dec. we undertook the
cruise ride to visit milford sound.
on 29th dec after returning to
auckland, my wife's (Anju)
birthday was celebrated lavishly
by my cousins & their spouses.
We both became emotional with
the love & affection of my
cousins & their spouses. On
30th & 31st dec. we again had a
cruise ride to see bay of islands
& our cruise passed through the
hole in the rock. It was the best
experience of our life. we
returned to India on 3rd Jan 19. |
will not forget to mention that not
only were we entertained by my
cousin's families but their
friends, Dr. Shirish Karnik & fly.
Vishal & Mita Vyavaharkar & fly
& Manju Puranik & fly as well. To
couclude me & my wife (anju)
thank almighty for giving us such
wonderful cousins & their
spouses staying in India as well
as abroad & if at all there is a
rebirth, | pray to God to bind me
with such wonderful cousins &
their spouses for ever.

Indeed it was a memorable
trip, which we will remember for
ever.
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Report

Box Cricket Tournament 2018-2019

-by Jayant Kirtikar

This year the box cricket
tournament was organised solely
by pathare prabhu social samaj on
the 20th Jan 2019 at the lions club
foundations basketabll court, near
milan subway, santacruz (w.).

Inall, 10teams comprising of 92
players participated in 17 matches
throughout the day, which had 2
ladies/children teams for the 1st
time. The youngest player was 7
yearold Veer Gunjarav Nayak, and
the young at heart senior most
player for whom the late smt.
Vandana P. Navalkar had
sponsored a trophy; was 79 year
old Diwakar Kothare.

At around 8.30 am., Jt
secretary Mr. Jayant Kirtikar
welcomed everybody and
requested vice president Mr.
Tushar Kirtikar to inaugurate the
tournament by the toss of the coin
forthe 1st match of the day played
betweenteamaandteamb.

The Ladies / Childrens team
winners was the team captained
by Pranoti Kirtikar which included
Shweta Talpade, Pallavi Kothare,
Anusha Agaskar, Master Ashwin
Talpade & Miss Avanti Talpade.
Bhoopali Senjits team were the
runners up which had Salomi
Senjit, Vidya Talpade, Rutuja
Vijaykar, Pradnya Kothare-Rege,
Shwetali Vijaykar-Bhalekar, Shruti
Dhurandhar-Devrukhkar,  miss
Ashvika Vijaykar, Master Ayyan
Agaskar, Master Veer Nayak. The
best Batsman trophy was won by
Pranoti Kirtikar and the best
bowler was Ayyan Agaskar. Allthe
trophies of the ladies / childrens
event were sponsored by Mr. Anil
Raoinmemory of his father late Mr.
P.K. Rao of Pathare Prabhu
Cricketers.

The menstournamentwas won
by Team F captained by Paraj
Dhurandhar, which included Vijay
Dhurandhar, Prathamesh Kothare,
Dr. Tanmay Vijaykar, Deep Senijit,
Rohan Talpade, Yash Talpade, Raj
Kirtikar and Omkar Kothare. Amit
Agaskars Team H were the
runners up. It had Dr. Praful
Vijaykar, Uddayan Gorakshakar,
Jatin Kothare, Yug Kothare, Uday

Talpade, Satej Rane, Diljit
Gorakshakar and Mandar
Kothare.

The best batsman trophy was
won by Paraj Dhurandhar, the best
bowler was Omkar Kothare and
the best fielder was Dr. Tanmay
Vijaykar. The man of the
tournament trophy was also won
by Paraj Dhurandhar. The trophies
for the men's event were
sponsored by Mrs. Vandana Rane-
Jogi in memory of her maternal
grandfather late Mr. Raghunandan

Kirtikar.

Mr Rajesh Sutar, Ex-Mumbai
Ranji Trophy playerwas the chief
guest of the Tournament. Jt.
Secretary Mr. Jayant Kirtikar
while introducing him mentioned
his career record, the highlight of
which was a 98 run partnership
with Sachin Tendulkar in a 3 day
match against Australia. He told
Mr. Sutar that Pathare Prabhusis
acricketloving community whoin
the past had the late Mr. Dinkar
Sunderrao Talpade who played
Ranji Trophy under the captaincy
of late Vijay Merchant in late
1930's Mr Dinkar Talpade was
also selected for Indias national
team Mr. samir Kiran Talpade also
played Ranji Trophy for Mumbai.
Many Pathare Prabhus played
school, college and office cricket,
Kanga League and other
tournaments Mr. Sutar was
felicitated by a flower bouquet by
Jt. Secretary Mrs. Neeta Senijit.
Mr. Sutar in his short speech said
that he was happy to note that a
good mix of young and seniors
including ladies/children
participated in the tournament.
He said more and more
youngsters should take up
cricket seriously as there were
many opporunities for cricketers
now. He thanked the PPSS for
inviting him as chief guest for the
function and promised to help in
whateverway he could.

In his vote of thanks address,
Jt. Secretary Mr. Jayant Kirtikar
thanked the following donors /
sponsors of the tournament. 1)
Late. Smt. Vandana Pramod
Navalkar 2) Mrs. Vandana Rane -
Jogi, 3) Mr. Banisidhar Sadashiv
Dhurandhar. 4) Mr. Charudatt
Navin Chandra Dhairyawan who
sponsoredthe Breakfast & Tea 5)
Mr. Anil P. K. Rao 6) Mr. Santosh
Aanadrao Navalkar 7) Mr. Kiran
Ramchandra Talpade 8) Mrs.
Neelan & Mr Deepak M.
Dhairyawan 9) Mr. Ashok Vinayak
Talpade

President Smt. Swati
Praveen Rane sponsored the
Tennis Balls for the tournament
and Mr. Rashmin Praveen Rane
did the artwork for the
advertisement on facebook and
whats app.

Mr. Jayant Kirtikar also
thanked Mr. Sudhir Dhurandhar
for providing the catering service
for the tournament and mrs.
Ameeta Mankar for assisting him.
He thanked Mr Raju Talpade for
using his good offices to arrange
for MCAumpires and scorer, and
Mr. Rahul  Agaskar  for
Photographing the Event. Mr.

(Cont. from Page 2 col. 4)

Some find their soul mates
immediately, while most others
take some time, it's a part and
parcel of the process.

While guys come across girls
mostly who have regular
demands/expectations, such as
the guy should be educated,
working, earning good enough,
from a well to-do family, etc.,
there are some demands from
girls that guys come across
which are weird, which makes
the guy think, sometimes it
dampens his own  self-
confidence, sometimes he thinks
how can a girl demand that. And
it's not just the girls, but even the
guys come up with their own
weird demands/expectations.

So at one end there are guys
who come up with demands such
as the girl should not only be
educated, working, earning good
enough, fromawellto do family but
should also be an excellent cook,
should take care of her career and
the house as well. From the guy’s
pointofview, those are alldemands
that are pretty normal and there is
nothingabnormal aboutit, more so
because he has seen his own
mother does the same, handling
the job and home and family all
togetherandnotcomplainingeven
once. So for himitis pretty normal
to expect all those things from his
future wife, butwhatthe guys don’t
realise is that, the times have
changed, the girls now a days
aren’tlike the ones of our mother’s
generation. They are equally
educatedorprobably morethanthe
guys, have higher career

Abhijit  Vijaykar assisted in
collection of players contribution.
He also thanked committee
Member Anirudh Kirtikar for
preparing the score board and
other sign boards. The stumps
were arranged by Mr. Yadnesh
Dhurandhar Board and other sign
boards. The rules of the
tournamentwere framed by Jayant
Kirtikar and Vijay Dhurandhar Jt.
Secretary Mrs. Neeta Senjit
announced the list of winners and
runners-up of womens/children
and mens teams for the Chief
Guestto give away the trophies.

The tournament organising
committee comprised of Jt.
Secretaries, Jayant Kirtikar and
Neeta Senjit and Committee
member Vijay Dhurandhar, Abhijit
Vijaykar, Anirudh Kirtikar, Prasad
Kirtikar & Pallavi Kothare.

Nearly 200 people attendedthe
tournament, the palyers and the
spectators were provided with
breakfast/lunch/teaonbehalfofthe
samaj Thetournamentended by 6
p.m.

NB : A notable feature of the
tournament was, three
generations of the Kothare family
from pune, Mr. Sudeep, Akshay
and Arman playedtogetherforthe
3rd consecutive year.

*

aspirations, have much more
demanding jobs than the previous
generations, they no more have
those work times of 9-5, they get
equallytiredand are stressedfrom
work when they come back home
and hence either have no energy
left or don’t cherish the thought of
cooking a sumptuous meal for the
family. At the other end there are
guys, who have some added
demands such as dowry, gifts, big-
fatwedding, etc.

The demands of the girls are
equally weird, from asking a guy’s
salary to be lcr+ while the girl
herself earns 2-3 lakhs to asking a
guyto have 1-2flats. Fromthe girl's
point of view, these demands seem
very normal, as she expects her
future husband to be well settled
and provide her with life after
marriage as fancy as it was in her
parents’ house, more so because
she has seen her own father doing
the same, from earning loads of
money, to buying houses, to
fulfilling every demand that his
daughter has ever asked him and
also spending quality time with his
family. But what the girls don'’t
realise is that, things have
changed a lot now, competition is
much tougher at the corporate
level, a guy has to balance
between being more productive at
work than others and giving time to
his family, and more importantly,
the girls have seentheir dad’s only
after few years into jobs and
marriage, the image of their
father’s is of the current life, after
the person has spent some 25
years working and is more settled
intheirlives, have they ever thought
or asked their mother how their
father was, when they met each
other, when they started their
careers. It is so unrealistic to
expect from the guy; of almost your
own age, inaworld where guys and
girls get equal opportunities with
respect to education, jobs, etc.,
and yet expect that he should earn
10 times more than the girl, have
couple of flats, having a vehicle
is considered almost mandatory,
at least a 2 wheeler, if not 4
wheelers.

There are other more specific
expectations of some girls such as
the guy and the girl should stay
separately post marriage and not
with parents, the guys house
should not have elderly persons.
And most of the times, the excuse
given s, that the girl is leaving her
parents house and moving to the
guys’ house, so why can'’t the guy
leave his parents as well. I'm not
against it completely, as |
understand that the girl would be
entering anew home, a new world
altogether, so its important for her
to have her own space, where she
could take her own decisions as
well, which unfortunately in most of
the joint-family houses don’t
happen. But without knowing the
guy and his family, straight away
demanding a separate house, is
something which | think is
impractical.

(Cont. in next issue)
*
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