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You can head a company, but if
things go wrong you will have to
shoulder the blame or face your
investors. Agood leader will back his
employees, but if you do not toe the
line the management can skinyou. Did
you muscle your way into that job?
Youmight eye someone suspiciously,
or wait for the police to finger a
suspect. But if you need to get out of
town, you canthumb aride oryoucan
ride with me if you can stomach the
throught. Use strong arm tacktics if
you want to elbow out someone.

I do not always sing along with

the radio, but | sometimes do mouth
the work.

3Tgar. Ot 87 o fetaET, =
T ST T STET & [ arere T
e Bt IT IRA.  STHE

T W, Y2 12 AT 3T
AT? W SREET AT HAT GeHarEn
thumb! TEUTST T 3AIUT S35 AT
handinhand!
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GENERAL ELECTIONS IN INDIA —2019

General Elections in India just
got over. The term is used in the
plural probably because these
elections are held in different
Indian States and at different
times. Anyway , the magnitude of

this task is awe-inspiring,
considering the number of
candidates  contesting  the

Elections, the number of literate
and illiterate voters going to the
polls, the number of
constituencies and finally the
number of 542 representatives of
the people to be brought into the
parliament. In this context the
New York Times article is worth
quoting.

"It istruly the greatest show on
Earth. An ode to a diverse &
democratic ethos, where 700
million + of humanity voted,
providing their small part in
directing their ancient civilization
into the future. It is no less
impressive when done in a
neighborhood whichincludes de-
stabilizing & violent Pakistan,
China, and Burma. It's challenges
are immense, more so probably
than anywhere else. Particularly
in development & fending off
terrorism. But considering these
challenges & its neighbors, it is
even more astounding that the
mostdiverse nation on Earth, with
hundreds of languages, all
religions & cultures, it is not only
surviving, but thriving. A nation,
where Hinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism & Sikhism were born.
Which has the second largest

-Sujan Rane

Muslim population on Earth.
Where Christianity has existed for
2000 years. Where the oldest
Jewish synagogues & Jewish
communities have resided since
the Romans burnt their 2nd
temple. Where the Dalai Lama &
the Tibetan government in exile
reside. Where the Zoroastrians
from Persia have thrived since
being thrown out of their ancient
homeland. Where Armenians,
Syrians & many others have come
to live. Where the Paris-based
OECD said, was the largest
economy on Earth for 1500 of the
last 2000 years, including the 2nd
largest, only 200 years ago;
Where 3 Muslim Presidents have
beenelected. Where a Sikhwas a
Prime Minister and the head of a
major political party a Catholic
Italianwoman. Where a President
was also a woman, succeeding a
Muslim President who was a
rocket scientist and a Revered
Hero of the Nation. Where a
booming economy is lifting 40
million out of poverty each year &
is expected to have a large
percentage of its population
(equal to the entire population of
the United States) in the middle
class by 2025. Where its
optimism &  vibrancy s
manifested in its movies, arts,
economic growth & voting,
despite all the incredible
challenges & hardships Where all
the great powers are vying for
influence, asititselffindsits place

(Cont. on page 5 col 1)

THEPATHARE PRABHU CHARITIES
Educational Merit Prize Award on Sunday, December 08, 2019
The Pathare Prabhu Charities have been awarding Educational Merit Prizes
every year to students of our community passing various examinations with

merit.

Students passing any examination SSC/CBSE/ICSE/IGCSE onwards froma
recognized university/educational institution during this year are earnestly
requested to submit the photo copies of their mark sheets in the office of the
Pathare Prabhu Charities, Thakurdwar, between 11.00a.m.and 5.30 p.m. after
theresult of the examination is declared but not later than September 15,2019
to enable the trustees to award the prizes to the eligible students. The students
and parents concerned should note that the merit prizes will be awarded by the
trustonly onthe basis of the result/mark sheets received by the Trust before the
dead line. Please note that we declare percentage of students passing 10th
standard on the basis of overall marks obtained and not any best five subjects.

This year the Annual Educational Merit Prize Awards Function will be
held on Sunday December 08, 2018 at M.V.M. Degree College of Commerce
& Science Mogaveera Bhavan, MVVM Educational Campus Marg, Off Veera
Desai Road, Andheri West, Mumbai - 400058.

Students are requested to furnish the following requirements along with

the examination result/mark sheet.

1. Full Name of the student (Married Female to give maiden name also)
2. Latest coloured photo of the student, postcard size with light background
and name of the student written on the back side of the photo.

Full Postal Residential Address
Telephone No.
Email address if available

Name of Grand father

©ONOO AW

Confirmation regarding student having bank account : Yes/No.

Bio data in brief (past record of academic career)
Confiramtion whether the student will receive the prize if awarded, by his/

her personal attendance at the function on the aforesaid date
Chief Guest : Dr. Paresh Vijaysen Navalkar,
LCEH,CCMP,MD(Hom),MBA ,PGDEMS,PGDMLS.

Advocate Mrs. Priyanka Paresh Navalkar,

B.Hsc,LLM.
for the Board of Trustees

The Pathare Prabhu Charities
Uday Mankar

Chairman-Trustee

Travel Diaries

The Fascinating Hypnotoism
of Singapore

-Aadhar Kothare

(contd. from previous issue)

For all the attractions, shows
and safari'sin the zoos and wildlife
parks (4 zoos and wildlife parks),
one hasto pay the entry fee which
if paid online and if one takes a
combination of all 4 parks, one
can get a pretty decent discount
on the entry fee. One also needs
to check the timings of the safaris
and shows before visiting any of
these parks. While in Singapore
make sure you visit the Botanical
Gardens (including the National
Orchid Garden) and the Gardens
by the Bay (don't miss the Flower
Dome and the Cloud Forest)
which are two conservatories that
are home to numerous plants and
flowers and home to world’s tallest
artificial indoor waterfall, while the
view from the OCBC Skyway is
worth watching and so are the
Supertree Grove which are
artificial trees. Other attractions
worth visiting in Singapore is the
areanear Marina Bay, such asthe
Merlion (which is the symbol of
Singapore), Singapore Eye which
is a huge Ferris wheel where one
can sit in one of the capsule
(capacity of 25-30 persons per
capsule) and see the view from top
(one complete round takes
approx. 1 hr.) and Hotel Marina
Bay Sands, which houses the
observatory and infinity pool at the
top and casino in the underground
region. There are other lesser
known attractions nearby the
Marina Bay area, such as the
Esplanade performing arts centre,
fronting Marina Bay, Fountain of
Wealth, Bugis street (for roadside
shopping market), Clark Quay
which is a historical riverside quay
in Singapore that has five blocks of
restored warehouses house
various restaurants and
nightclubs and Helix bridge.

Singapore is also famous for its
F1 Grand Prix which is the only
night grand prix in the world to be
conducted on local Singapore city
roads, the starting gridline and the
finish line is under the Singapore
Eye. Singapore Changi airport
(home to Singapore Airlines) is
considered as the world’s best
airport with each of its Terminals,
boasting of various attractions
such as Butterfly garden,
Sunflower garden, Crystal garden,
Kinetic rain formations, The
Slide@T3 (world’s tallest slide),
Entertainment Corner (house to
Xbox gaming and arcade
machines) and many eating and
shopping options. One needs to

spare at least 5-6 hrs., to check
the attractions at the airport and
trust me, each and every attraction
is worth visiting. Another very
famous attraction of Singapore is
the Sentosa island, which one can
visit by road (by bus or car) or by
taking the Gondola ride to Mount
Faber. It houses to some mind-
blowing attractionssuchas S.E.A
Aquarium which has numerous
fish species along with Dolphin as
well as different types of Penguins
which is one of a kind experience,
Luge ride, Madame Tussads,
Wings of Time (amazing Laser
show), iFly (simulated skydiving
experience), 4D Adventureland,
Tiger Sky tower and many such
attractions.

Last but certainly not the least,
Sentosa Island also houses the
very famous Universal Studios
which is a theme park with movie
amusement park with sets & rides
on themes of Hollywood to sci-fi.
Some of its attractions are
Battlestar Galactica (a sit-down
and an inverted roller coaster
rides), Lights! Camera! Action!
Hosted by Steven Spielberg (A
show that features special effects
that mimic a major hurricane),
Transformers 3D (A dark ride that
uses the same ride-vehicle
technology as The Amazing
Adventures of Spider-Man. It has
giant wrap-around screens that
sport photo-realistic 3D-HD video
imagery, along with additional 4-D
effects that further enhances the
ride experience), Revenge of the
Mummy (A combination dark ride
and roller coaster that is built
within an indoor space. This ride
was inspired and developed from
The Mummy film from 1999),
Jurassic Park Rapids Adventure (A
river rapids ride that features a
white water raft system where
riders on circular rafts are sent
down a rapid with animatronic
dinosaurs), Waterworld: A Live
Sea War Spectacular (A live-
action performance that involves
stunts and pyrotechnics,
surrounding by and using a large
pool of water), Madagascar: A
Crate Adventure (Ariver boat ride
with animatronics, digital
projection and surround sound,
housed within the hull of a
displaced cargo ship). Along with
these there are many more
attractions across the park, with
various restaurants to suit your
taste buds and gift shops where
you can buy souvenirs as memory

(Continued on Page 5 col. 4)
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Suresh G Pradhan

He was a Legend
-Aloke Vinod Pradhan

On my flight from Zurich to
Mumbai, | was mentally making a
‘to do’ list of the various things |
wanted to do on this short home
visit. And on the top of that list
was a visit to meet Baba’s (Vinod
Pradhan) elder brother Suresh
Pradhan — who we respectfully
referred to as Anna Kaka. My
interactions with Anna Kaka were
always a high point of my life and
| seldom missed an opportunity of
not catching up with him. It would
usually be a quick call to
Bhushan (his son) asking if he
was going to be at home on a
particular day at a specific time,
so that | could drop in and meet
with him, Kanchan (Bhushan’s
wife) and most importantly, Anna
Kaka. Bhushan was well aware of
exactly why | was inviting myself
over and welcomed me at any
time of the day — however early or
late it was.

My interactions with Anna
Kaka began at a very early age,
when Deepali (my sister) and |
would look forward to staying at
their home in Ambernath. For us,
our vacation was completely
incomplete if we did not go to
Ambernath ! It was so much fun
there. At times, Bhushan would
be busy with his college or work
and we would be with Anna Kaka,
Usha Kaki and Ameeta (their
daughter). While Kaki ensured
that we enjoyed her culinary
treats, Anna Kaka regaled us with
stories, which in fact were his real
life experiences. Deepali and |
have sat listening to him for
hours, mesmerized with the
details that he would provide.
That was education being
imparted to our young and
impressionable minds.

The Pradhan family, all of
them, have great interest in all
sports.  Anna Kaka was
passionate about sports. His
knowledge and memory of even
the minutest of details used to
drive me nuts ! How could he
remember so much ? He would
be able to get down to the last
detail of a cricket team that
played in 1940 or even 1950.
About 10 years back, | was
having one of my marathon
conversations with him and he let
slip that Times of India had
carried an article with the
headline "Suresh Pradhan Top
Scorer", when he had scored 151
not out in a tournament. This was
new information to me. And then
he said, ‘Aloke, can you get this
article for me’? | set about on this

quest and through my contacts
got hold of a copy from the
publication’s archives, which
Anna Kaka proudly showed to his
grandkids — Neha, Dipen, Amrish
and Abhijit.

Speaking of sports, besides
cricket, Anna Kaka was an avid
table tennis and bagatelle player
and of course, the card game —
bezique. Unfortunately, none of
the next generation of Pradhans,
after theirs, plays bezique - but
what Anna Kaka taught and
actively played with us were
‘hukum hukun’, ‘laddis’, ‘paach
teen don’ and several other card
games. These card sessions with
him continued for 6 to 8 hours at
times and | would long to be a
partner of Anna Kaka in these
games. Not only would he teach
us  tricks and technical
maneuvers, but he would also
keep us entertained with his
comments and sometimes scold
us for making an incorrect card
move ! | loved every moment !

Another subject of great
interest to him, was movies. From
the classic black and white
movies to the modern era, from
Hollywood to Bollywood — Anna
Kaka was a treasure trove of
knowledge. He loved Westerns
and among his all-time favourites
were Gregory Peck, John Wayne
and Humphrey Bogart. He knew
so much about these movies as
well as the stars. | met him last
December and we ended up
discussing, appreciating and
trashing several movies. He had
his strong views about specific
actors and it was great fun to
listen to him either heap praise on
some or absolutely disregard
some.

What always amazed me
about Anna Kaka was how did he
remember so much — when his
only source of information in his
younger days were newspapers
and radio? Yes, he was a
voracious reader and was
extremely well travelled, but to
have this kind of retaining power,
is unbelievable. Today, Baba
made a statement ‘Anna was the
cleverest in the family. A
Mechanical & Electrical Engineer
from VJTI, Anna Kaka was only
too happy to share knowledge
with people of all ages. | used to
ask him to explain stuff to me all
the time, and he would do so with

simple examples and non-
technical language. He made it so
easy.

My wish of meeting Anna Kaka
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on this trip did take place, but
when he was quiet forever and
had already moved on to heaven.
Our conversations were not over,
Anna Kaka. | will miss you. No
Pradhan get together will ever be
the same again. | will miss sitting
and chatting with you for hours on
end trying to imbibe all that you
have to share. Your grandson,
Dipen, said it all when he
messaged to me — ‘He was a
Legend.’
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presenceinabsence.ltcannotbe (Cont. from page 4 col 4)
AT too simple, toocommonplace,too  to your visit. One needs a
~> colloquial. Its familiarity is notits  complete day in the Universal

J&E U, & g Ueh g Wl

-faa= faeeranT

(@TeT TehTaE)
Dear Ravi,
Isn't that your name?

Ravindrakumaram Kuriakose is all
verywell, butyou seewhenyouare
dreadfully busy in studies for X
exams (as currently I am), you will
certainly have notime to write such
long names; particularly when it
takes you more than an hour to
remember how to spell it. Again
there is another difficulty you may
face - of finding the 'Malayalam to
English & English to Malayalam'
Dictionary. Doyou have one? Even
if you do have such a dictionary,
you have to actually find it, then
see if you have spelt the name
correctly, which will come only
after you have made out which is
dictionary and which is dust and
there is job of finding where 'R"in
Malayalam be located. So with all
this bother that | may have to
undergo, | am sure that you won't
mind my writing it shortand calling
you'Dear Ravi'-----

AT T B ATS AT SR AT,
AT ARG ATREl. UuT STH=ATd
AT SATOTHETT IS NG,
T I3 Ueh T Ecifay 379d. =
ShTeTST ST, AT Sl ST
W, e &Y RSt 3tr
T SO TOTeTer o I BoTeT
FHI0T. TaQ ITYFRr o ST
T fRereEt T ' el
feast wm=T @ giele

Dear Vinay,

| am Ravi's eldest sister. Ravi
is busy in his studies. Even if he
wasn't, he would hardly write. He
doesn't love writing letters. It was
me who pushed him into it. He
wrote all those letters to you and
his several pen friends, but they
were my thoughts. tmade mefeel
young, about 15-20years younger,
about your age. | am in my forties
and youmustaround 16-17, right?
| liked what you write and written so
far. We, my husband, Keshvan
and me, have often read together
your letters (to my brother.Anyway
he hardly everreadsthem.).

Vinay, one thing I would like to
tell you, like an elder sister would
to her younger brother, is that to
write a good letter you must
approach the job in the lightest
and most casual way. You mustbe
personal, not abstract. You must
not say, "This is too small a thing
to put down." You must say, "This
is just the sort of small thing we
talk about at home. If | tell them
this they will see you , as it were,
they'llhearyour voice, they'llknow
what you' re about." You could
write about how your sisters had
laughed at your bad jokes.If you
intend to write such volumes you
must know it will be impossible for
youto keep anyorder or methodin
what you write; that will come first
which is uppermost in your mind
and heart, not that which is
uppermostinyour head --. Aletter
written in this fashion eliminates
distance; it continues the personal
gossip, the intimate communion
(sharing of thoughts, in case do
notknowwhat communionis), that
has been interrupted by
separation (you may be physically
present); it preserves one's

weakness, butits supreme virtue.
If it attempts to be orderly and
stately and elaborate, it may be a
good essay, butitwill certainly be a
bad letter. Perhaps you may not
understand all this right now, but

one day you will.---- far sR=rspret
Tteee fafesr s - @@=
TSYUIH TIHT df T MBA
HAT TraT STIfoT  3Tem L

qATET A ehdl
--Yours everloving sis Rohini.

SR Y S U Ser ST
AT Arendel aAnTet. fa=t ox
HHT HHT BId et SToT fa=m
A hIEA feU AT
hasac]. faal TgehfHam e
%ﬁ?lT.May your soul restin peace!
Tfguft, T weT T TS
wHefie fafeet T, 5 &1 g
intimate communion?
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T[T T 3. ad
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Fice 7, AfRa et fafaw
faweR =Rt U usda 3.
M= HAUS qHeT,  HereT
AeAgeuyT  eifagesda  aTfor
T HTET qUT AT 1 9 o
T TS BT fearedt o1 vauney
FHTET ASIER ST AARSTR ST&T
ST . 0T T fSTeeTest T9ar.

(spHRT:)

(Cont. from page 2 col 2)
inthe world. Where is all of this is
happening ? India !! A country
where more than 1/10th of
humanity got to vote ! It is an
inspiration to the entire World.
— V Mitchell, New York, NY "
Itistempting to go into some of
the features of these Elections.
Firstly, the Indian democracy is
relatively young, (72 years to be
precise,) in terms of the similar
time span enjoyed by other
democracies such asthe U.S.A.,
U.K.andsoon, 72yearsinthe life
of a large country like India is
undoubtedly a small period,
particularly  considering the
number of languages, the number
of religions and the varying
cultures going with them is simply
astounding. Nowto bring together
this huge and increasing mass of
humanity at the end of every four
years is just mindboggling.The
homogeneity needed to carry out
this exercise is not an easy task.

In the process, local riots,
bickerings, personal jealousies of
the contesting candidates and
religious animosities raise their
heads in no time, which makes
the entire task extremely difficult.
lllegitimate criticism is facile and
needs to be condemned outright.
This characteristic is about the
extensive scope of the General
Elections. The second feature
was to control the psychological
awareness it created among the
masses -- controlling through
Computers, Social Media, T.V.
Announcemments and
Newspapers. This was by far the
major hurdle in the successful
completion of the General
Elections.  This had an
educational aspectanditrequired
to be directed in an ethical
manner. People had to be
educated whatwas goingwrongin
the preceding years and what
needed to be corrected. The third
feature - It was certainly not easy

to convince them what they were
expected to do. Especially, when

wrong and mischivous
propaganda by the opposition
forces was going around

ruthlessly and simultaneously.
The fourth featureis recording the
huge data of the voters'
preferences and the monitoring it
needed to achieve prescision.
Imaginbe the number of polling
booths, the manpoweritreuired to
supervise them and above all to
carry out the entire exercise in a
peaceful manner, particularly the
unimaginable psychological and
physical diffderences of all kinds.
Then comes storing this huge data
in a secure mode in the form of
Electronic Voting Machines and
probably transferring it to a
computer system for the ease of
reference, before the results are
out for the general public and the
media to know it. Despite the fact
thatthese machines were tamper
proofand the required clarification

Studios to experience each and
every ride. Aword of caution, one
can book the tickets in advance
and be at the Universal Studios
entrance gate at least 15-20
minutes before the gates open, so
that once the gate opens, one can
quickly go in and try differentrides,
else once the crowds gather, each
attraction has a waiting of at least
an hour. For most of these
attractions, one need to keep all
their belongings in the locker
(some are free while some are
chargeable) near each of therides,
butits advisable not to carry much
of luggage while travelling to
Universal Studios.

Lastly, few words of advices for
a nice trip in Singapore is, that if
one plans the trip carefully and well
inadvance, it can be completed in
5-6 days. One requires aday each
in Universal Studios and Sentosa
Island, while the remaining
attractions can be covered in the
remaining days. One can reduce
one’s cost by booking a decent
hotel (you don’t need to book a
hotel with 5-star amenities), since
most of your time would be
wandering outside in Singapore
(Airbnb’s are the best bet) and
booking the flights in advance.
Anothertipistotake the MRT/LRT
card and make maximum usage of
the metro while travelling. Most of
the attractions allow one to book
online for their entry fees, and if
one properly plans and takes the
entry fee packages (many online
websites have 2-day or 3-day
packages that includes transpor-
tation to different attractions and
entry fees to many), trust me, you
can save almost INR 15-20
thousand per person.

Some might say, a trip to
Singapore will leave a hole in your
pocket, but trust me, coming from
the horses’ mouth, with a bit
planning and lot of bookings one
can have a decent trip to this
mesmerizing country at a decent
cost leaving with you many
memories to cherish upon.

*

was made available in the printed
media , there was undue criticism
from the vested interests. Finally,
the results took the official form in
frontofthe peoples' representaives
from different walks of life and
oaths were administered to the
office-bearers  before the
President of India.

Allsaid and done Democracy is
aform of governmentwhichis" Of
the people, by the people and for
the people " as said by the great
President Abraham Lincoln of
America and as long as the
deciding power vestsin a peopleit
will continue to rule the humanity.,
whereveritmay be.

*
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