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Just A Thought

Letter Writing - A Dying Art

-Sou. Achala Subhash Desai

Yes, not all are good at letter
writing. A letter must have
decorative language and also a
dialogue. A letter is a written
message from one person to
another through a medium.
Besides a means of
communication and store of
information, letter writing has
played a role throughout history.
The only means of long distance
communication was the written
letter till the invention of the
telegraph in the 19" century.The
decline of letter  writing
constitutes a shift so vast that in
the future, hostorians may divide
time not between B.C. and A.D.,
but between Eras when people
wrote letters and when they did
not.

Any letter has its own
characterstics. It is either formal
or informal. The correct opening
and closing of a letter is
important. The main intent or
purpose has to be clear. The
language used should be polite
and considerable even if it is a
complaint.

I always loved letter writing
and was prompt with all my
replies. In my schooling days,
my friends were into writing to
celebreties and so was I. My first
fanletter was to the dashing
handsome hero Shashi Kapoor.
And behold! He did reply in his
own handwriting. My joy knew
no bounds. College days began
with Cricket Craze. Then come a
series of letter writing to my idole
Sunil Gavaskar. My first letter to
him was in 1970 when I joined
St. Xaviers College and he had
already graduated. He has
replied to every letter in his own
handwriting till 2011. I have a
collection of about ten letters
which he has written and that's
my prozed collection. I take
pleasure in sharing a couple of
letters from the great Gavaskar
written to me - one in 1971 and
other in August 2011.

Dear Achala,

I hope this letter makes you
happiest person on earth (as you
put it yourself) and also hope
that your happiness reflects on
many other unhappy people on
this earth.

And 1 honestly haven't
received your other letter
otherwise I'd surely have written
back however late it would've
been. I have written to you before
so you should know. Anyway.

You can see that I am
writing on rest day of the match
and it all looks as if its going to
be one of those exiting matches
again, unless we again bat well.
Then it will be a draw. Anyway
tomorrow is not far off.

I hope you haven't belived

every word of the interview in
Youth Times. I managed to get a
copy of it and throughtout the
interview I've been mesquoted.
Thats the reason I shown
interium as for the moustache, it
had to go.
Cheer up, then
Sunil
Dear Achala,

Thank you for the greetings
and good wishes you sent on my
birthday. Once gain I was out of
the country. I have returned a
few days ago and hence the
delay in acknowleging your
good wishes.

Thanks again. Your good
wishes are much appreciated
and welcome always.

Regards,

Sunil
27-8-11

When we read a letter, we
develop an image of the letter
writer. You put your essential
self on paper knowingly or
unknowingly. No other form of
communication seems to
encourage or support that
revelatory intimacy. The
following letter written to me by
my sister-in-law Sou. Anarkali
Suresh Vijaykar a few years
back, bears testimony to what I
want to say. Anartai brings her
poetic self whenever she writes a
letter. I admire this humble-

down-to-earth beautiful lady.
3. 00§
[BEENELE
firer . arere,

Let me first Congratulate
you & your family -- on all
fronts!!

T Sgarel AH T
HET x|

All  budding journalisits
communicating through various
forms ... Something that needs to
be louded and encouraged! ..Do
continue with this interesting

pre-occupation.. g =RTq BNl
qgell Jeged A, T Hd AN
STHATT 34 ? ot Ten et et ST
STTSIET ISt M. T & & 0T
TR SATSHeT g i ...
59 T T WIS WA
3T T & T T
a oft i Frmetrdt ==
Al T A2

T IW el I 9
3 e

May You All have A Happy

Bonding Time & enjoy life to the
fullest!

<1, T, ST BIeT 1 stylish
ame! &l q frasa™ &1 e
Tmra? .. e afevfien st wieett
(T & HiaH ¥ o)
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Blessing to You all!

GF. ARarE
Students of today do have *
letter writing' as a topic in the
various languages in the school
curriculam. Sorry to say, but this
topic ends with the academic
years. I cannot express in words
the joy of writing to someone and
getting an apt reply for the same.
The ‘Post-man' became a
welcome messenger when he
delivered letters, which he did
happily. Gone are those days.
Let me see how many of you
readers are inspired to write a
letter to the editor of Prabhu
Tarun after reading my thoughts.
Ofcourse, if you write to me I will
be the happiest person.
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