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Faded, Part 1: The Chamber
Note: The countries referred
to or mentioned in this story
are entirely fictitious and
weren't used with the intent
to hurt any person’s
sentiments or to target any
particular group of people.

It had been three days since
the mysterious, purple coloured
cardboard box was brought to
the Calonian research facility,
just a week after the Great war
had ended. Egor and Anatoly
would normally have discarded
the box, but the mysterious
purple fumes coming out of it
compelled them not to.

Ever since the box had been
brought to their chamber, Egor
and Anatoly had kept a constant
check on it; its sudden vigorous
movements, the way the fumes
fused with the air, the often light
pounding noises coming from
within...they noted down all of it.
Every detail was to be recorded,
for they couldn't risk the
possibility of letting out a
potential spying device. The end
of the war didn't necessarily
cancel out the chances of revolt
attempts. They had to be a
hundred percent sure before
relieving it or discarding it.

That night, however, things
took a sharp and unexpected
turn. As the duo were about to
pack up for the night, they heard

loud convulsive noises
originating  from the  box
enclosure. They immediately

dropped their bags and ran to
the viewing gallery to see what
was happening.

Just as they reached the
viewing area and turned on the
chamber's lights, the lid of the
box violently shot up and a
blurry figure emerged.

After the fumes settled, the
scientists  realized to their
utmost shock what the figure
actually was: it was a pixie.

It was as small as a clenched
fist, and as soon as it came out,
it started running around the
whole chamber.

The scientists couldn't believe
their eyes; pixies weren't real
creatures! They were known only
through fairytales, children's folk
tales...but to see a real one right
in front of them truly shocked
them out of their wits. The
chamber was separated from the
viewing area by a one-way-mirror
window, which is why the pixie
couldn't see the scientists at all.
It just repeatedly bumped into
the glass and made squealing
noises.

Anatoly decided to turn on the
microphone to try and converse
with the magical being, but
before he could, the pixie spoke,
"Greetings, Nina and Antin."

The duo, once more, stopped
dead in their tracks. As if having

a folk tale character jump out of
a box wasn't enough, what's
more; it just spoke to them!

However, Anatoly and Egor
noticed that the pixie was
addressing them by different
names, and in the English
language. Before they could turn
on the microphone, yet again,
the pixie spoke once more.

" cannot sense your
presence in this chamber. This
chamber doesn't look familiar at
all; in fact, it's so much worse. |
would like to go back to your old
room that we used to play in."

Anatoly couldn't quite
understand English as well, so
Egor took the time to translate
what the pixie just said. Even
after understanding the little
entity's speech, the two had no
idea what it was talking about.

Who were Antin and Nina?
Did pixies usually speak
English? Were there more where
it came from? What room was it
talking about?

This time, however, Egor
managed to turn on the
microphone before the pixie
could say another word.

"Hello, this is Egor. I'm from
Pentin, Calonia. | mean no harm,
and neither does my friend,
Anatoly. We just have some
questions for you."

The pixie was bemused by
the strange sounds of these
men. He was only used to
hearing the sounds of Nina and
Antin, who were children. But,
he replied, "Hello, strange man. |
assume you are the twins' father.
Could you please tell me where
your children are, | must speak
with them at once. The fate of
my kingdom depends on it."

Egor was confused once
more. He had no idea who these

kids were, and neither did
Anatoly. They decided to ask the
pixie;

"We don't know which kids
you are talking about, and are
not their parents. Where have
you come from? Were you sent
by a Argenian spy? Are, the kids
that you speak of, spies?"

The pixie replied, "Pardon me
for thinking so; | am not a spy,
and neither are Antin and Nina.
They are the creators of my
land...they haven't visited us in a
while, and so | was sent to
check on them. May | speak to
them, please?"

Anatoly tried to clear his mind
for a second...he found a talking
pixie, who says he has a
kingdom, and also claims that
the creators of his kingdom are
these two strange kids; what in
the world was going on!?

Anatoly said, in whatever bits
of English that he had learnt,
"We understand that you want
meet kids. Antin and Nina. We
don't know them. Please tell

name is Dobbie. Antin and Nina;
the Gregory twins. They had
created me, my fellow brethren
and the lands of Anitia. However,
they haven't visited His Majesty
in about 10 days, and so the
Royal Duke of pixies has sent
me to check their condition. |
request you once more to kindly
allow me to speak with them.
Once | confirm their well-being, |
shall return to my kingdom."

It was almost dinner-time in
the area, and the scientists
thought it'd be wise to investigate
further during the day. Egor said,
"We trust your intentions,
Dobbie, but due to the time of
your arrival, we think it'd be
better to approach the Kkids
during the day, tomorrow. We
request you to stay where you
are, and wait for our arrival
tomorrow."

The pixie seemed to agree,
and stated that he would return
the next day. And with that, he
jumped back into the box. The
lid flew back on shortly after,
leaving behind the initial purple
fumes, the mildly flickering
chamber lights and the entirely
confused scientist duo.

The following morning, Anatoly
and Egor rushed to the research
center to find the pixie, but were
left surprised. The pixie was
nowhere to be seen, instead,
there was a giant bird-like figure
that looked like it had just
arrived. And once more, as the
dust settled, the men realized
what fairytale creature they were
looking at.

Before them, in the chamber
of the box, stood a little yet
majestic red phoenix, with a
bright and golden beak and
sharp talons. Before Egor could
turn on the microphone, yet
again, the mystical being beat
him to it. It produced a scroll
from its mouth and flew back into
the box. Once the coast was
clear, Anatoly rushed into the
chamber to see what it read.

"Greetings, citizens of the
overworld. The Allied Forces of
the Phoenixes and the Pixies are
growing restless due to the
absence of Antin and Nina. We
are once more requesting you to
kindly bring them to our world,
for our foes, ie- the Werewolves
and the sea monsters are losing
faith in our peace treaty. We
cannot risk a war at this point in
time, as the destruction would
be unfathomable, and we could
lose all contact with your world.
Our world is at stake, but we
believe in your kind.

Awaiting your visit,

The Phoenix-Pixie Council”

The duo shut the chamber,
and got into their car. Unaware of
the truths and dangers that lay
ahead, the scientist set off in
search of the missing twins.

Make sure to read Part 2,
next month...
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INFERNO
--Dr. Ambuja Pradeep Navalkar

Pain is like lava...

It incinerates...Swiftly swirling
in the veins...

Delves into the crevices of the
soul .Penetrates the flawed heart
scorches...Accumulates in the
gaping holes of your chaotic
mind... Blackens thoughts...
Burns away the desires, the
ambitions...!

The lava pushes against the
very barrier of your being...

The sulphurous fumes rising
from the lava choke up your
existence...!

The earth continues to move.
The solid plates collide...,

Shifting the support system
under your feet...!

The walls continue to come
closer... pressure builds up and
the bubble of insanity threatens
to erupt...!

The constant cataclysmic
bombardment of what is right
and what is easy.

Sometimes the  colliding
bodies shatter...others merge. A
testing time for morals and
principles.

How to control these haywire
demons of fire?

How to escape the hell of self-
loathing? In fact, should we even
try to outrun this?

Or we should allow the lava to
burn away the last ounce of
insecurity and acclimatize to the
feeling of loss...!

Can the phoenix rise from the
ashes? Like a fresh plantlet
trying to escape the charred
prison of the past...!

Maybe life is a volcano...

And eruption is a necessity !

Pain is lava...,Creating a
remodelled architecture of your
existence... !

Melting you...Reforming you
Evolving you...!

Sometimes just allow the pain
to flow .1l
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-Aadhar Kothare

Picturesque wingeard —
Some Vineyards

Soma Vine Village is one of
the most sought destinations in
and around Nashik and has made
a mark for itself for being India’s
first vineyard resort.In 2012, Mr.
Pradeep Pachpatil (PSP), CMD,
Somanda Vineyards started his
first boutique winery.The white
wines were launched in August
2014 after the 1st harvest in
January 2014.

After a 7 year long stint with
Chateau Indage, PSP came back
to Nashik and bought some land
on the outskirts of the city. It was
on this land he planted varieties of
grapes. The 25 acre land proudly
boasts of 5 varieties, namely
Sauvignon Blanc, Chenin Blanc,
Shiraz, Cabernet and Zinfandel.
In 2006, PSP built a 3bhk villa
amidst the vineyards. While
working with Sula, he came up
with the idea of wine tourism and
hence beyond, a vineyard resort
was born. This 32- room property
comes with 2 lavish pools and
one baby pool, a vino-spa, a
restaurant and a gymnasium.It
has variety of luxurious rooms,
villas and service apartments at
the property that one can book
their stay at.

Beyond Vineyard Resort took
shape in 2010 and was further
leased to Sula until June 2016.
The resort of Soma Vine Village
has two parallel buildings,
comprising of a multi-cuisine
Restaurants, Somras Conference
Hall & Madeira Private Dining
overlooking the vineyards. The
winery is located right behind the
complex with 20 tanks in varying
sizes preserving Soma’s finest
wines!

In 2014 an additional 7 room
villa was built mainly to cater to
group and family get-togethers.
This villa came with a private pool.
The villa has an in-house chef,
who cooks delicious home-made
food.The first vintage of Soma
wines was presented in January
2014 and features Chenin Blanc
in two styles — one, a semi sweet
variety and the other a dry variety,
as well as a dessert wine made
from the late harvest of the same
grape. Similarly there are two
styles of Sauvignon Blanc — one
which is produced according to
the oxidative style, which has
slightly grassy flavors and the
other that follows the reductive

style and is slightly fruity, along
with a dessert wine made from
Sauvignon Blanc. Then there is
Zinfandel, Shiraz, Cabernet
Sauvignon, a Cabernet
Sauvignon—Shiraz blend and a
Rose from Shiraz.

There are many activities that
one can do at the resort apart
from leisure such as Grape
stamping  (during  stamping
season, wine-tasting tour, spa
and Zonkers adventure park.

A perfect destination wedding
place — They are available for
hosting the nuptial ceremonies.
They plan and host all of the
wedding functions with success
and all the necessary facilities
that one might need in the
process. The venue space is
ideal for hosting the wedding
functions which can range from
pre-wedding, wedding, and post-
wedding ceremonies. Be it an
engagement, Mehendi, sangeet,
Tilak ceremony, or reception they
take care of all the nuptial
ceremonies and wedding day.

The lawn area gives a chilly
vibe where one can celebrate all
the pre-wedding, wedding, and
post-wedding ceremonies with
happiness and allurement.

When it comes to weddings
they have a wide range of
services to offer to wed couples
and guests and makes them
enjoy the evening to the fullest.
With an elegant, spacious ampi-
theater they ensure the wedding
is the most unforgettable
experience with memories that
can be cherished for life.

The wide range of facilities that
they can offer you for the wedding
functions includes Bridal room
service staff, Guest
accommodation, Good food,
Multiple event spaces, which
make a perfectly situated
wedding venue. They ensure to
deliver ~maximum  customer
satisfaction with their high-quality
services.

There’s no better way to put it:
vineyards are beautiful! The neat
rows of grapevines, pool view,
open areas with bright sunshine,
and the dreamy feel that is
unique to vineyards are all part of
what makes a vineyard such a
great wedding location. It doesn’t
get much more romantic than a
vineyard! The sweet smell of ripe
grapes, the feeling of privacy, and
the prevalence and availability of

wine all work together to create
the perfect romantic destination
venue.

In Soma Vine Village, you can
see the fascinating universe of
wines and discover the vast
historical heritage that this drink
has produced over the centuries.
Take a walk in our vineyards and
discover all the secrets of growing
and caring for vines. Apart from
this, you will be able to know
about various functions of the
whole cycle of farming like
pruning, treatment, soil work,
grape flavour, and grape harvest.
You can enjoy learning and
discovering winemaking,
breeding, aging, and bottling
techniques Wine tasting is a
personal experience and so
should be your scheduling. You
can explore the world of wines
through the taste of the main
wines made at the winery with the
help of our professional
attendants who will explain all the
details of this art.

Discover a different way to
learn the history and culture of
wine by. Enjoy a moment of
relaxation, nestled in the heart of
the vineyards. Fancy basket for
your picnic surrounded by nature,
including artisanal cheeses,
sandwiches, fruits, sweets, and
the wine of your choice. Join us
on this excellent wine tour to
learn more about the wine, enjoy
a picnic experience amid some
beautiful vineyards with some of
the best views strange as it may
seem, our vineyard expands our
facilities to accommodate large
and beautiful halls. There are not
only social events (birthdays,
communions, destination
weddings, anniversaries, etc.) but
also corporate events (company
dinners, retirements, meetings,
and Team Building activities).

Not only the vineyards but
you can also explore the
places around Soma Vine
Village.

Zonkers Adventure Park is the
ultimate fun adventure park
located in Nashik. It offers a
plethora of adventure activities
and fun games for both adults and
children. Among the many sports
and activities available in the
park, the most popular ones
include artificial rock climbing,
go-karting, zip-lining, rappelling,
and more. Zonkers Adventure
Park is a must-go place when
you are around some vine village
for it's the best place for
adventure activities and
reasonably priced good service.

The Saptashrungi Temple has

a holy atmosphere due to the
sacred temple, and the locals
worship the goddess
Saptashrungi.This temple built in
the middle of the rocks looks very
beautiful and grand. The position
of the Goddess facing eastward
communicates peace in the
environment. It is a must-visit for
its a great place and well-
maintained parking arrangement.
Gangapur Dam is an ideal place
for families, couples as well as
friends. It is a must-visit and
should not be missed while in
Nashik This dam is ideal for
boating and permission is
required. There is a garden
located close to this dam which
serves as a perfect outing spot.
The Coin Museum has a fine
collection of research and well-
documented history of Indian
Currencies. Apart from coins,
collection of Ganjifa cards,
furniture, painting, photographs,
coral (amazing  collection),
terracotta’s mask, copper-hoard
objects, etc.

The museum showcases
many of the heritage coins of
intensive valuation. One can visit
this museum for an interest in
coin collection.

The Pandavalaini Caves date
back to the first century BCE.
The caves are considered to be
the earliest examples of
geological rock-cut architecture
and are an important source of
historical records dating back to
the 6th century CE as well as the
development of geological religio-
us practices. One must visit
when around soma vine village.
The Trimbakeshwar Shiva
Temple is a historical and
another famous place.The temple
has a very divine and powerful
vibration inside the sanctum
sanctorum.

For Bookings and
Reservations contact them at
reservations.msv@royalorchichotels.com
and
reservations@somavineyardresort.com

The location of the resort is at
Survey No. 1, Village
Gangavarhe, Gangapur-
Gangavarhe Road, Nashik —
422222, Maharashtra, India. The
best and the only way to reach
the resort is by own vehicle or a
pre-reserved taxi that one can
use to go and come back from
the resort, since there is no local
transport nearby and the place is
quite inside from the main
highway or the Nashik city, and
hence Uber/Ola services are
practically not available.
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"Very proud of my mum Mrs
Vaidehi Shreyas Rane, who has
recently received a General Boat
and Powered Watercraft License
in Australia. We can now enjoy
the beautiful Sydney harbour on
a boat driven by my mum. She
is the first female in our family to
attain this license!"

-Ria Shreyas Rane
Age 10
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