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| often joke about a fun instance
when afriend playfully attempted to
read my fate reading the dark and
faint lines of my palm. My fortune
teller friend said that | have luck
standing tall besides me and | will
always see lush green pastures
around.Sometimes we walk in and
out of triumphs and tribulations in
pin drop silence that most people
around us believe thatlife is a cake
walk for some of us. The fortune
teller friend may have just made a
smart guess, or maybe he was
rightin his predictions!

It's a question of debate if the
meagre palm lines mean anything
or its our wisdom, hard work and
sheer determination that drives our
fate. | am a strong believer in
destiny, but I do feel that we have
controlsin our hand that are time
bound. Destiny allows us to play
our life game with those controls for
awhile, you can jump many levels
inthe game of life while the controls
last in your hand, but at some
point, destiny will play it's trump
card and take over yourgame. Your
self-made score till then will pretty
much determine you as a winner or
not! Life seems like a film made
with a beautiful concoction of a
perfectly written script efficiently
enacted by us. Perhaps the end is
noted, but how you play your role,
has alotto define your life....atthe
end of the journey, when we look
back, the film should look like a
blockbusterto us!!

The pastyear has been arather
defining yearin my life! Atthe age of
42 with a career spanning 18+
years, this far, leading teams as a
sales professional which many
believe to be a male dominated
profession, prancing through
multiple organisations racing
towards a great career in spite of
periodic breaks to raise my two
kids, everything was going welland
| believed that | had made a life for
myself. Two doting kids, who adore
theirmom, a supportive family and
a flourishing career, a lot of my
friends thought that they would
lose afortunein ajiffy to live my life!

When life seems perfect, |
chose to spinthe wheel and take a
chancel!ln The last few years, |
always did have random thoughts
that I should try building something
of my own. Those were mere
thoughts, nor did | make any
conscious move, or think of any
eureka idea! Years kept adding, |
kept working, from aregion headto
anationalhead, the jumps seemed
rather worth my while and further
pushed the thought of being an
entrepreneur away. And when life
was on auto mode, 5 years back
destiny introduced me to a special
person, when | joined a new
organisation.

She, a task master, razor sharp
tongue that can slit you open,
memory of an elephant that she
won't forget a number you commit
nor will she let you forget that
number as she screams across the
corridor to make her presence felt.
A terror for many who may have
cried walking out of reviews she
would conduct. A strong lady, my
boss, who the entire floor was
scared of, but hired me just after a
simple phone call. | distinctly
remember her telling me, "l have
heard of you, so | don’t need to
meet you, but JUST GET THE
WORKDONE, Idon’thave time on
hand" We built two businesses
together in that organisation
creating beautiful teams and
memories of a lifetime! Ateam that
travelled extensively and became
an extended family.

When everything seems great,
and you are in a cruise control
mode, you feel the urge to shift
gears! We were such agreatteam,
that we felt if we could start two
successful businesses for our
organisation, we could create
magic if we put our forces together
to build something we are truly
passionate about. The decision
took 3 months, but one of the
toughest and boldest decision for
uswasto leave our well-paying jobs
to start from scratch. My boss and

(Cont.onpage 2col 1)
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The Missing Wallet

Mr. Winston was in a hurry that
afternoon, for his well-earned
vacation was just around the
corner...err, hours of driving away.
For this trip, he had prepared and
dreamed of for days...and was
excited to do absolutely nothing.
"That's what a vacation is!", he
used to say.

That afternoon, he had gone
along with his son, Harry, to the hair
cutsalon across the street. His wife
had specifically told him to go witha
quick cutand gethome fast, as the
journey to the villa was a long road
trip. Nonetheless, Mr. Winston
couldn'tsay noto the relaxing head
massage.

In about an hour, Mr. Winston
was done,

so was his son, and he pulled
out his phone to see five missed
calls and seven angry messages
from his wife. He trembled and
proceeded to scan the payment
code of the salon.

But, to his surprise, it said that
the account he was paying to was
invalid. A little afraid, and a little
confused, he showed the message
to the receptionist. She too, was
confused, and afraid. He tried a few
more times, just to see the
message pop up again.

Then, he decided to change

the app and try once more.
Still, the same message was
being displayed. Curious,

confused and afraid, he took out his
wallet and asked her whether she
accepted card or cash payments.
She nodded, and took the wallet
from his hands. Soon, the payment
was complete, and he left with his
sontogohome.

On reaching home, his wife
hammered him with all sorts of
complaints, mostly leading to
"reaching late". Harry backed his

father as a witness, but that
backfired too.

"l told you repeatedly, come
home by 4...but NO! You decide to
return by 5:30 with your head held
high! And god knows what you're
imprinting on our young son!
Sweetie, why did you come so late!
Was daddy talking with that stupid
receptionist?!"

"No mummy-"

"Aah...look at this! You've told
him to deny everything! Oh you
rascal! lknow exactly how you look
atthatwoman! Will you except my
card?? Oh yes, | most definitely
will... "

"But honey, that's-"

"Lies!! All lies!
"honey" me!"

"Mummy....daddy just had a
head massage, hair cut and some
paymenterrors..."

"Head massage!! You seemto
have so much time eh!Ignoring all
my calls, and going in for a
massage!"

This went on for a while, and
afterthe dust settled, Mrs. Winston
ordered her husband to go for a
bath.

After allwas done, Mr. Winston
got dressed, packed his bag and
found his chance to fight back
against his wife.

"Charlotte!! Where is my
wallet!! I've told you a million times
to keepitwith my belt sothat 1don't
forgetit!!"

Charlotte replied in the same
angry tone, "ltwasn'tin your pocket
when you came back!! You must
have put it on the basin in the
bathroom!"

After re-checking the basin, all
hell broke loose. Harry was ordered
tolookinthe hall, Mr. Winstoninthe
bed room and Charlotte "looked" in
the kitchen. After twenty minutes,
nothing much had changed. At this

Don't you

point, Charlotte was angrier, and
Winston was really afraid. Then,
Mr. Winston decided to trace back
their steps to the salon to see
whether the wallet had fallen
anywhere or had been left on the
counter. Harry decided to tag along
too.

On reaching the front of the
salon, Harry pointed outtwo CCTV
cameras that were built in a way
thatthey covered the entire areain
question. Harry wentto the security
office to see the footage, and Mr.
Winston went to the salon.

The security were very
reluctant and said that the footage
could only be accessed by the
police through the chairman who
lived across the street. Harry tried
to explain the situation to them, but
they didn'tbudge.

The salon didn't help the
situation either. The receptionist
said that she remembered
returning him the wallet. She also
said that they had an honest
business, and she had kept wallets
and cards of people who forgot
them to this day.

Hearing this, Mr. Winston was
somewhat relieved but also afraid,
as he did have at least two
thousand bucks inthe wallet.

As Mr. Winston was about to
check the salon's footage, Harry
came through the doors holding up
a wallet and asked, "Is this yours'
dad?"

Winston replied yes, and
asked Harry where he found it.
Harry said, "The security weren't
helpful, so I hung my head and went
back to the car. | decided to check
the bags inthe back to see whether
it got in there by mistake when we
were packing, and there it was.
You're welcome."

Mr. Winston was speechless
and also afraid of what his wife
would say. But, he thought of a fix
forthattoo.

"We found it on the counter,
Harry."

"On the counter, dad, on the
counter."
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one more of ourteam members and
| resigned together, which turned
out to be our organisations most
talked about resignations of the
year! This did solicit a lot of free
advice from colleagues and seniors
who felt we were writing our dooms
day with our own hands. Each one
is entitled to an opinion, but the 3 of
us unanimously stood our ground
telling each otherthatwe have todo
this to live what we dreamt of
together.

Today we are around 5 months
into our business. Our passion
project, our company that we have
named Huella Services is live.
"Huella" in Spanish means a
footprint. We are seton a journey to
carve our footprint in our industry.
Too early to say if what we did last
year was the right decision, but our
hearts are filled with gratitude with
every big and small success we
see. They say an entrepreneurial

journey truly unfolds your real
friends, and well-wishers!! We do
have our challenges and low
moments, but we quickly cheer up
to celebrate our every small and big
triumph. We have handpicked a
team that is the foundation of our
dream project. We want to live our
dream and also fulfildreams of our
teams who have entrusted their
faith in our vision. Somewhere,
perhaps destiny planned that
phone call with my boss that
landed the job in my lap so
effortlessly spiralling into what we
have created today!

Two years back, | could detach
myself from my job each day at
7pm to come back home to spend
time with family. Today, my work is
a dinner table conversation, that
not just my husband but also my
sons are picking up. Some years
back when | took a break from my
job to look after my kids, | had no
ideaif I could ever come backinto a
full time job! | was destined to
wriggle my way into a professional

set up, but | did have to work
extremely hard, shoulder to
shoulder with my counterparts to
get there! Had | continued my job
perhaps | would have continued a
cushy and cozy life, but would have
stagnated on my learning curve! It
is possible that this decision | took
completely goes south, but when
the Plan B is to make Plan Awork,
the choices are limited and we put
ourbest selfforward. So, while fate
continues to show me greener
pastures, my pursuit to give my
best to this labour of love will
continue. As | embark on this new
journey, | look back at the journey
so farandtruly believe thatlifeis a
cocktail of fate and efforts almostin
equal amounts.

My reason to share my
experience with you all is to
perhaps shake someone amongst
you to follow a calling of a dream
that is nudging deep down inside
your heart. Sometimes life unfolds
opportunities to those who give
themselves that chance! A risk

taken and gone wrong may still be
better than a risk not taken at all!
Often we blame others for the
conditions we have brought
ourselvesinto! If we believe thatwe
have the controls of our life in our
hands till destiny plays its trump,
we will play our cards with full
honesty and responsibility to make
it work while it lasts. And finally, |
would like to make a special
mention of what my nephew
Armaan Kothare wrote in the last
month’s issue. He said that life
needs alittle bad to appreciate the
good! A rather profound thought
coming from a 16 year old, but that
pretty much sets a precedence to
my thinking that there are failures
so you can relish the success,
there are hardships so that the
comforts seem sweet, the bitter
sweet mix of fate, risk and effort is
inevitable. Eventually if you have no
one else but yourself to lean on,
you will give yourselfthat chance to
fly! SO turn around and tell yourself
"TAKE A CHANCE ONME"
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TRAVELOGUE

-Aadhar Kothare

Bombay eateries - Part 1

If you are exploring the city
and want to get some delicacies
that literally shout Mumbai to
you, you must not miss out on

these iconic eateries in
Mumbai. When one says
Mumbai, the first thing that

comes to mind is sea and the
creatures in the sea such as
different type of fishes, prawns,
crabs, lobsters that later
become part of some delicacies.
But Mumbai is more than that,
Mumbai is a mix of different
cultures, where many cuisines
have come together, some newly
created in Mumbai, some which
have travelled from miles away,
but got changed and mixed with
the local flavours. So today we
are going to talk about some

vegetarian eateries around,
without  which  Mumbai is
incomplete.

Whenever the various eateries
of Mumbai will be talked about,
the Chat& Bhelpuristalls at every
nook and corner of the bylanes
of Mumbai will always be talked
first. | don’t think the people of
Mumbai will ever trade the Sev-
Puri’s, Pani-Puri’s with any other
dishes across the world. And
though there are many delicious
chats that you will find across
Mumbai today we would want to
talk about one such place in the
Girgaon area of Charni Road,
near Hinduja college famously
known as the Sharma Bhelpuri
House Tarabaugg. He has been
serving different types of chats in
this small outlet for many years
now. Though all his chat items
are delicious, his Pani-Puri has
been the flavoursomeof them all,
though a bit on the spicier side.
And over all these years, the
taste of his chats hasn't
changed even the slightest.

Another street food that is
synonyms with Mumbai is the
Batata vada/Vada pav. Termed
as a cost effective but
wholesome snack for many poor
persons, labourers and even
office goers, batata vada or vada
pav has always been the first go-
to and quick snack that every
Mumbaikar will vouch for. It is
actually nothing but a plain
potato bhaji with some spices
stuffed inside the besan coating
and deep fried filled with mix
chutneys inside a pav, but it
helps people fill their stomach in
times of hunger. The outstanding
thing about this snack is that it
tastes just the same whether it's
hot and crispy in the scorching

heat of Mumbai or cold and
soggy in the damp Mumbai rainy
season. Started from every
nooks and corners of Mumbai, it
has gone ahead to become a
commercial success with Jumbo
King vada pav outlets outside
every railway station of Mumbai.
Two such places that we would
like to highlight today are the
Ashok Vada Pav outside Kirti
college in Dadar West area and
Shree Krishna Batata Vada
outside Dadar station. Ashok
Vada Pav is one of the legendary
place were the Vadapav was
invented. They serve Vada-pav &
Chura-pav  with  tikha-mitha
chutney, which gives it a unique
& delish taste. Shree Krishna
has been serving Authentic
Maharashtrian Snack items for
almost 4 decades. The quality of
the ingredients they use is the
best part of their food. Though
they serve many Maharashtrian
snack items such as Kothimbir-
vadis, Sabudana-vada and
Samosas, they are famous for
their Batata vadas, which are
well spiced. It's a must get item.
Best part about their products is
that they are very light, you
never feel bloated by their food.
They do charge you premium
considering Mumbai snacks, but
it's for the Finest quality.
Talking about Maharashtrian
snacks & breakfast items, there
are many places in Mumbai that
serve it but some notable places
that | would like to highlight today
are Aaswad in Dadar West , Mi
Marathi in Vile Parle east,
VinayLunch Home in Charni
Road. Now each of these places
serve almost similar variety of
Maharashtrian snack dishes
such as Misal, Batata vada,
Kothimbir-vadi, Sabudana-vada,
Poha, Sheera, Piyush, etc., yet
each of them are famous for
some of their lip-smacking
dishes. Vinay lunch home is
famous for its Misal that has the
perfect spices &
consistencywhich is topped with
chopped onions, coriander leaves
& sev and batata vada and though
it's a bit on the spicier side, both
are a must-have. Just like Vinay
lunch home, Aaswad too is
famous for its delicious Misal,
kothimbir-vadi, batata-vada,
Pithla bhakri and many such
Maharashtrian cuisine dishes,
but along-with it, also offers many
other specialities such as Chaitra
Thali exclusively for the month of
Chaitra consisting of Kadhi,
Batata Suki Bhaiji, Kajuchi Usal,
Fansachi Bhaji, Aamras, Aambe

Daal, Kobi Pachadi, Puri, Paan
Bhajji/Pakoda, Masale Bhaat,
Papad, Kairi Panhe. One dish
that one must try while in Aaswad
is their Ukadiche Modak which
are delicious and mouth-
watering. Even the Mi Marathi
outlet serves authentic dishes
like Aamras Puri, Misal Pav, Thali
Peeth, Puranpoli, kanda bhaji,
etc. which are a must try.

Another very peculiar dish that
is part of Mumbai’s street food is
Pav Bhaji. Abhaji made of potato,
tomato, capsicum, onion and
various other spices cooked
slowly with lot of butter and
served with butter pav’s on road-
side carts is what every khao-galli
of Mumbai will have. And though
there are many such hand-carts
and restaurants that serve this
dish, there are some outlets that
serve the most delicious Pav
Bhaji in the city. Sardar Pav Bhaji
in Tardeo, Grant Road is rated as
one of the best Pav Bhajis in the
city. They have customers
coming from even the remotest
corners of the city to especially
eat this Pav Bhaji. They put a
slab of Amul Butter on their Pav
Bhaji which makes it even more
delicious. Itis a must-eat place in
Mumbai and you can also try
their Mango Shake in summers,
the combination of these two is
heavenly. This is among the few
iconic eateries n Mumbai that
have not lost its charm. Then
there is one more in the bylanes
of Vile Parle West known as
Maruti Pav Bhaji famous for its
delicious Kali Pav Bhaji. It serves
piping hot bhaji and buttery pav.
Also the masala pav is super
tasty. It remains open till late
night and one can also take
parcel. Must visit place if you are
apav bhaji lover.

Very notable joints in Mumbai
that serve hot snacks through-
out the day and have carved a
niche for themselves is the south
Indian cuisine comprising of Idli,
Medu-Vada, Dosas, Rasam
Vadas, Uthappa’s, filter coffee
and many more. Though
thesetype of cuisine tastes
differently in every south Indian
state, Mumbai has adapted
them in their food-culture and
hence one can find these dishes
in practically every other
restaurant. But there are some
specific places in Mumbai that
have been serving these south
Indian  cuisines for many
decades now and one must
definitely try at these places.
One of the top two places that
come to my mind are Ram
Ashray - one of iconic and
authentic South Indian food
restaurant in Matunga that
opens at 6am and it is usually
packed with people. The Udupi
specialities like the Rava Mysore

Dosa, Neer Dosa and Golibaje
are excellent, and so are the
other items like the Pudi Idlies,
Dosas, and Rasam Vada, Their
Pineapple Sheera is a dessert I'd
recommend not to miss, and the
filter coffee is better than most
other places in Mumbai. The
other one is off-course, Arya
Bhavan - A small yet cozy place
with rich South Indian cuisine
taste. Along-with the regular
south-indian dishes, they also
serve Brahmin Idli, Rice
Sambhar, Dosa, Uttapas, thatte
idli, spring dosa and Rasam mini
idli as well.Everything there is
pocket friendly and extremely
good in taste. When it comes to
South Indian cuisine, how can
you leave behind Cafe Madras,
one of the most iconic places in
Mumbai?

This little place has been
running for over 80 years in
Matunga. This is where people
have been eating their breakfast
for years, they start their day by
going to cafe Madras. The Rasam
Vada was introduced to the menu
in 1960 and it’s still served today
— delicious and with a hint of
nostalgia. You must try their
Dosas, Idli and also their Sheera
to end it on a sweet note! They
serve delicious South Indian
breakfast that is healthy, tasty
and also at affordable prices.
There is literally a long line
outside this cafe on weekends,
so make sure you reach here
early to grab a bite!

Last but not the least the
Mumbai street food and eateries
will be incomplete without a
mention to the ice-cream and
kulfi joints across Mumbai. Now a
days it's very easy to lay one’s
hands on ice-creams or kulfi’s
that are practically available at
every other shop under the
society. But | would like to
highlight a Parsi ice cream outlet
in the Marine Drive area, near the
Brabourne stadium, that have
been serving variety of sandwich
ice creams for many decades at
avery cheap rate. This type of ice
cream is hardly available
anywhere else in Mumbai. K
Rustom’s - It is a cute little ice
cream shop in the Marine Drive
area. Now, this is not your usual
ice cream, it is sandwich ice
cream - which is a slice of ice
cream between two wafer
biscuits, and trust me it tastes
delicious! This shop has been
running more than 60 years and
is one of the iconic places in
South Mumbai area. They have
almost every flavour and it is been
everyone’s favourite over the
years. People dedicatedly come
here and have been loyal to this
little shop! It tops the list of iconic
eateries in Mumbai.
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