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PREDICTION OF DEATH

Can anyone predict his or her
own death? You never know what's
in store for you.

A friend or you may say an
acquaintant of mine , who has just
crossed his fifty, said ,.

"Only if I can know in advance
when I am going to die, I can plan
everything, make my financial
decisions in better way, knowing
how much time I have on my hand,
I can spent quality time with my
family. Take my wife to the places
where I had promised her to take,
but couldn't because of work load
and business obligations and other
commitments. Settle loans that I
have taken and simply enjoy the
remaining time that [ am left with..
Thank everyone who has helped
me and apologize to those whom I
may have offended."

This is nothing but wishful
thinking, isn't it? Uncertainty of
life, is the essence and beauty of
our life.

Once a doctor- surgeon said,
"About 9 out 10 serious patients
we as their doctors, say for sure,
that these are simply ‘'hopeless
cases' and there is no chance of
their survival. Yet we genuinely
work hard on the patient, praying
and hoping that we are proved
wrong and the patient gets we'll
inspite of our expert opinions.
When such a patient goes home,
we do feel good and are very
happy , but don't consider us as
God's, we are but mortals! "

No one can tell, may he be a
doctor, an astrologer Or a sorcerer,
no one can predict when and where
you will get your death, that's the
truth!

Once a specialist was treating
an elderly person. During his all
the visits to the hospital for
treatment, his son always
accompanied him. His illness was
of very serious nature and the
doctor had given him less than
year to live. However, years after
years went by. He continued to live
and so did his treatment. And the
son too kept his routine.

Then one day the old man had
come all alone.

"Mr. Joshi, you have come
alone, the doctor asked, " Avinash
isn't accompanying you today?"

"Last Sunday Avinash
collapsed and died. He had a
massive heart attack. My robust
and healthy son, just in his thirties
goes away and this old man just
carries on and on. What do you
call it?"

Dr. Altaf Patel, Director medicine
Jaslok Hospital, Medical editor
columnist Mumbai Mirror, Retd.
Prof Med Grant Med College and JJ
Hospital, had once written in his
Mumbai Mirror column (I had been
his ardent follower and would read
all his write-ups)

[ In verbatim]

I remember when my father
was ill in his last year of life. There
were multiple hospitalisations, and
he rallied around to come home
each time well. At some point of

-Vinay Trilokekar

time it dawned on me that he was
nearing his death. I confided in my
friend, who is an astrologer. I
explained to him that I was at the
height of my career and had several
academic conferences and
commitments and a large practice to
deal with, and every time I travelled
I feared he would be dead. My
astrologer friend provided me a
date of death, which I shared with
my siblings well in advance. They
did take it as strange that a man of
science  would bother about
astrology. I explained that I had not
asked but the astrologer was
forthcoming in helping me and I did
not want to dishearten him.

The date was given of a year
hence. My father was actually
discharged two days in advance of
this date, but I insisted he stay on.
It is strange, I thought, how these
suggestions without scientific fact
could even affect a man of science
such as me. On the appointed date,
nothing happened till the evening
so I left on some urgent property
matters that I had to sort out - to
learn that he died the next day. So
with the most talented doctors
declaring him fit to go home, the
astrologer was not completely off
the mark. He had been uncannily
correct on several past occasions
on various subjects. He used to
argue with me that astrology
though a science is not a complete
science like medicine; I am inclined
to believe that this is correct.

Some what similar to this was my
experience.

A renowned astrologer, Mr
Sharmaji stayed in Gol building
next to ours (actually it is not its
name, but so called because of its
round shape). Aai (mother) knew
him. A huge hoarding (advertising
his skills- how he could solve your
problems - cracking exams, solving
monetary problems, matrimonial
consultation and what not.)

She would often tell me that
Sharmaji asked her to come with
her son (meaning me). But
everytime I managed to avoid by
promising to go with her the next
day. But tomorrow never comes!
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Next day a notice board was put
at the gate of Gol building. It read -
Sharmaji  had died the previous
evening exactly at 5 pm

. Did he actually know when he
would die?

Death is inevitable and that's the
truth. Everyone has to face it. Only
could be someone very close and
dear to you or your own
deteriorating condition, you find it
difficult to face the situation. This
is the second truth.

Fortunately, such  thoughts
come to most of us when we have
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reached old age but unfortunately
for a few, they are compelled to
have such thoughts at very early

age.
Holly Butcher from Australia,
was the one among such

unfortunate person!

She must have hardly reached
24 or 25 and made to think about
death. She was suffering from
dangerous and incurable malignant
cancer, Ewing's sarcoma.

On 3 January, 2018, when she
was at the door steps of death, she
wrote this letter ( which had
become viral in the social media
and gained immediate attention).

(Her last letter in verbatim)

“It’s a strange thing to realise
and accept your mortality at 26
years young. It’s just one of those
things you ignore. The days tick by
and you just expect they will keep
on coming; Until the unexpected
happens. I always imagined myself
growing old, wrinkled and grey-
most likely caused by the beautiful
family (lots of kiddies) I planned on
building with the love of my life. I
want that so bad it hurts.”

After posting this touching
letter hardly 24 hours had lapsed
when she passed away. Holly
Butcher died on 4 January 2018,

Mobile no. 7506376746
email : vbt1946 @yahoo.co.in
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