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The rich experiences of manufacturers, along with me a trophy!

Mrs. Tara Ravindranath Menon

| was born Tara Dharadhar,
in Bombay in 1936, into a
Pathare Prabhu family, to
Sudha & Gajanan
Ramchandra Dharadhar.
From the time of my birth till |
got married in 1957, | lived in
a large house in Navi Wadi —
the heart of Girgaum. My
parents being outgoing &
progressive, we had all kinds
of friends. In particular one of
my father’s colleague Joseph
Reuben and his family, were
the closest to us. Joe Uncle
& Hannama auntie and their
children were like family to
us.

Equally, we were close to
my immediate uncles &
aunts, and my cousins. This
aspect of having friends
across the spectrum, gave
my brother Subhash and me
a very liberal view of the
world. Thanks to the Reuben
family, | met P. K
Ravindranath, a Malayalee
and a journalist, who was a
good friend of one of the
Reuben brothers — Bunny
Reuben, the famed film
journalist. Ravi, as he was
called by close family and
friends, and | fell in love and

got married in November
1957.
My marriage to a

Malayalee brought about a
big and positive change in my
life. | not only moved out of
my mother’s house in Navi
Wadi (my father had passed
away earlier), but | moved
into my husband’s cousin’s
house, as a temporary
measure, in what was for me
a far-away place, Juhu. This
move was tremendous on
many counts. | moved out of
my cosy & comfortable zone
of my home, but was warmly
welcomed by my husband’s
aunt, her son Swamidass
Menon, who went on to
become a leading creative
director with a leading
advertising agency in India,
and a few of his cousins,
who lived in the Juhu house.

The big challenge for me
was to communicate with my
husband’s aunt, who only
knew Malayalam. So, initially
through sign language, and
then through my effort to
learn Malayalam, | managed
to make myself happy with

my new family. Very often
with hilarious outcomes, as |
was still learning the
language and making all
kinds of funny mistakes.
From there on my journey
to learn both the Malayalee
language and culture went on
full speed. By the grace of
god, | was able to speak the
language fluently in a few
years. Though we moved to
our own rented flat in Byculla,
| maintained regular contact
with the Juhu family, as well
as other Malayalee friends of
my husband. After we moved
to Patrakar colony in Bandra

East in the early 70s, |
became a member of the
Bombay Keraliya Mahila
Samaj, where | eventually
became a committee
member, and was one for
many decades. In the
process, | also gave
speeches in  Malayalam,

though | must confess that |
wrote my speeches using the
English or Marathi script, as
learning to read & write
Malayalam was difficult at
that time for me.

With my husband being an
active journalist, and also
involved with political parties,
where he was part of their
think-tanks, and an advisor,
our house was constantly
filled with people from all over
the country, and quite a few
from abroad too.

This gave me the
opportunity to learn about so
many Indian cultures and
cuisines. Being fond of
cooking, also got me featured
in a few magazines and
newspapers, where they
spoke about my background
and my culinary experiences.

Another important aspect
was my active involvement
and set up of the Mumbai
Grahak Panchayat in 1975.
MGP was set up primarily to
help consumers get
household products at
reasonable prices and quality,
as at that time there was a lot
of fluctuation in prices and
quality. Very often the middle
men and traders would either
reduce or adulterate the
quality, or also increase the
prices exorbitantly. MGP
therefore would buy only
Indian made products,

commodities like rice, sugatr,
wheat, spices etc., directly
from the growers. This
eliminated the middle man,
and ensured a lower price
and a guaranteed quality to
the consumer. | am proud to
say that from a small base of
a few hundred households /
consumers, we now have
thousands of consumers
across Maharashtra.

| was part of the purchase
committee of MGP from the
late 70s. So, we had to travel
to different parts of India to
meet the  growers &
manufacturers, to check their
produce, negotiate the
volume/prices, quality
assurance, and delivery
schedules. For close to 20
years, | played an active role
with the purchase
committee, travelling across
the country, be it to buy
chilies from Maharashtra &
Andhra Pradesh, sugar from
Kolhapur, haldi from Tamil
Nadu etc. | was recently
recognised by the MGP for
my service and contribution

In addition to all this | was
also a mother to three
children — Jayesh, Anuja &
Naresh. With the active
support of my mother initially,
when | was working and, the
continued love and support of
my husband P. K.
Ravindranath, | enjoyed not
just a happy family life, but
equally a wonderful social
life. | also got to travel not just
to many parts of India, but
also the world. My travels and
the learnings from all my
travels, have made my life
experiences so rich and
memorable.

The idea of my penning my
thoughts and experience
swere to encourage our
young Pathare Prabhu
community, to always be
open to new ideas, new
experiences, and to travel the
world, meet new people,
learn about fascinating new
cultures, cuisines, and
environments. It will make
you a better, happier and
more progressive person.
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